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X  The  past  is  a  warning,  or  X 
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BY  TireiR  FRUITS. 


Family  trees  are  funny;  time  was  when  they  were  tended 
and  pruned,  all  dead  timber  being  carefully  cut  out,  out  now 
bare  limbs  are  a  common  sight  on  even  some  o.t  our  oldest  and 

V 

best  family  trees. 

Some  of  them  produce  a  lot  of  peaches  and  the  same  brancn 
may  also  hear  nuts.  Many  blossoms  are  found  nestling  in  tne 
leafy  branches  and  perchance  a  few  withered  wall  flowers  aAe 

found  tucked  away  in  sundry  nocks. 

Lemons  are  common  on  some  of  the  trees;  prunes  arid 
quinces  also  abound.  Some  of  this  fruit  is  Sa0y  picking  a. .a 
some  of  it  has  to  be  pretty  well  shaken  before  it  will  fall. 

You  will  find  many  little  love  nests  tucked  avcty  in  t.*e 

branches  of  the  old  family  tree  and  also  some  pretty  queer 
birds. 

But  everything  considered,  the  family  tree  is  a  pretty 
good  tree,  and  it  is  quite  a  calamity  to  fall  out  of  it. 


Norma  Talrnadge. 
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v/H  Y? 


I  do  not  know  why  I 
the  following  material. 


openo  the  time  and  effort  to  collect 


t  « 
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The  question  that  you  will  inevitably  ask  sooner  or  late 
has  been  answered, 

^ Perhaps  it  was  to  satisfy 'the  ego  «  to  find  out  what  a 
great  family  we  belong  to  or  to  prove  that  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  development  of  the  race;  perhaps  it  was  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  add  something  zo  the  endless  controversy  over  the 
relative  importance  of  heredity  and  environment  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  high  intellectual  capacity;  perhaps  it  was  the 
instinct  of  curiosity,  the  urge  to  find  out,  to  know  (I 
understand  this  instinct  is  particularly  strong  in  young 
children) ;  perhaps  it  was  the  instinct  of  constructiveness 
for  we  are  told  that  the  ego  achieves  its  greatest  amount  of 
sustained  satisfaction  through  creative  endeavor;  perhaps 
it  was  a  complex  of  all  of  the  "perhaps”  I  have  mentioned. 

Or  there  may  have  been  a  desire  to  find  out  which  of  two 
general  types  of  minds  predominated  among  our  ancestors.  One 
of  these  is  the  managing,  directive,  limiting  type,  the  other 
is  the  critical,  sceptical,  creative,  restless  type,  ’  The 
former  desires  to  get  on  governing  bodies,  it  wants  to  fix 
knowledge  in  its  own  image,  to  perpetuate  existing  institu¬ 
tions,  to  inaugurate  ancestor  worship.  The  latter  has  a 
tendency  to  get  thrown  out  of  governing  bodies,  it  wants  to 
digest  knowledge  for  itself,  to  prepare  itself  for  a  world  of 
enormous  changes,  and  while  respecting  the  efforts  of  its 
ancestors  and  the  good  in  that  which  they  have  made  a  reality 
today,  to  be  itself  a  living  ancestor  of  the  good  new  thing 
of  the  days  to  come. 

Let  us  take,  then,  our  warning  or  our  inspiration  from 
the  past,  and  accepting  as  a  reality  the  provisional  nature 
of  all  mundane  things,  interpret  the  things  about  us  in  terms 
of  the  future  and  build  our  hopes  on  ideas  that  will  be  the 
realities  of  the  future. 


Howell  Hiram  Reeves 
August  1,  1924. 
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From 

"LONG-  ISLAND  TOWNS " 

by 

Silas  V/ood, 

(pages  13,  17,  and  25). 

The  several  English  towns  on  Long  Island  in  order  to 
secure  the  power  and  influence  of  the  New  England  Colonies  to 
protect  them  against  the  perils  of  the  Dutch  and  Indians, 
joined  Connecticut  at  different  times. 

Southampton  joined  in  1644  and  Southold  united  with 
Connecticut  in  1662. 

The  first  settlers  of  Southold,  Long  Island,  N.  Y * , 
remained  a  short  time  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  before  going  to 
Southold,  while  those  of  Southampton,  N.  Y. ,  remained  some 
time,  at  first  in  Lynn,  Mass.  The  English  t owns  of  South- 
old,  Long  Island,  and  Southampton  were  settled  about  1640. 
Southold  was  on  the  northern  shore  of  Long  Island  and  South¬ 
ampton  was  directly  across  on  southern  shore  of  Long  Island. 

— -  Thomas  Reeves  was  24  years  old  when  he  came  to  America 
in  1635  in  the  ship  "Mathew. " 

St.  Christopher  is  one  of  the  West  Indies  and  is  where 
the  ship  "Mathew"  was  bound  for;  they  probably  stayed  there 
a  while  before  going  to  Southold  or  Southampton. 


*  *  *  =!<  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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Prom 

"New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical 
Record ,  ” 

( Vol .  42,  page  174) . 

"William  Reeve,  aged  22,  came  in  the  "Elizabeth  and 
Ann",  April  29,  1635  from  London  to  New  England  and  was 
of  Salem,  Mass,  in  1668;  but  if  as  conjectured  by 
Savage,  he  was  a  brother  of  John  of  Salem,  he  could  not 
have  been  the  William  of  the  will,  as  his  brother  John 
had  already  sailed  in  the  "Christian"  for  Boston  in  1635 
{aged  19  years)  three  years  before  the  date  of  the  will 
which  evidently  refers  to  him  as  then  still  in  England. 
Thomas  Reeve,  aged  24  who  came  in  the  "Mathew"  21  May 
1635  to  ST.  Christopher 1 s  may  have  been  the  other  brother*" 

********** 

Prom 

"American  Families  of  Historic  Lineage*" 

by 

W.S.Pelletreau  and  J.K. Brown 
"Thomas,  William,  and  James  Reeves  were  evidently 

w,,,  ,. . .  ... 

Welshmen  who  went  to  the  Island  of  St,  Lit  Ms  { Ghr istophei ) 
in  the  West  Indies,  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  Century 
and  with  other  dissatisfied  settlers  of  that  Island  sought 
a  more  congenial  climate  in  the  Hew  England  Colonies,  land¬ 
ing  at  New  Haven,  in  Connecticut  Colony  about  1656  and  then 

* 

crossed  the  Korth  Sea  [long  Island  Sound)  to  Southola.  -  -  - 
"James  Peeves  was  made  a  freeman  in  1662.  Thomas  Hee^es 


removed  from  Southold  to  Southampton, 


From 

Sinnot  Geneology 


"John  Reeve  of  Southold,  Long  Island  who  was  probably 
in  the  sam  generation  with  Walter  Reeve  made  his  will  in 
1712  in  which  he  named  sons  John,  Blisha,  Walter,  Samuel  and 
Jonathan. u 

*  *  *  *  5fi  sic  rf:  * 

From 

Geneology  of  Southern  Hew  York 
(Cuyler  Reynolds,  editor  (or  T.G. Bergen) 

Lewis  Historical  Publishing  Co.) 

"The  (Reeves)  family  seems  to  have  been  very  patriotic 
in  the  war  for  independence.  In  1776  a  company,  drafted  out 
of  Colonial  Perry’s  regiment  was  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Paul  Reeves  and  had  among  its  privates  Ishmael,  James,  Luther, 
Jonathan,  and  William  Reeves.  Captain  Paul  Reeves  held  that 
rank  in  the  minute  men  of  Mattituck.  He  died  in  1622  at  the 
age  of  90  years.” 

********** 
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(Furnished  by  Robt.  M.  Reeves 
Care  3 , H .Thayer , 

13  South  Broadway, 
Yonkers,  IJ.  Y. 
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November  19th,  1917, 
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}ify  dear  Nephew: - 


am 


Thanks  for  your  letter  with  the  very  interesting  enclos 
ure  it  contained.  I  have  an  account  of  the  Palmyra  Reeves 
families,  but  it  does  not  give  the  matter  contained  in  the 
"History  of  the  Reeves  Family,”  that  is,  away  back.  This  I 
glad  to  receive.  I  have  heard  that  Joel  Mansell  &  Co.  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.  have  a  Reeves  History  for  $5«00,  but  have  not 
seen  it  as  yet.  There  is  a  Philadelphia  lady  whom  I  have 
written  to  occasionally  who  has  a  lot  about  the  Reeve '-Reeves 
families,  to  whom  I  gave  something  long  time  ago.  One  thing 
against  this  particular  line  is  that  our  ancestor,  .Joshua 


Reeve  swelled  his  name 


"Q  -  - 

X  ..  J 


:yp  and  so  did  my  grandfather  Howell 
when  all  that  is.  he  and 


Reeve  until  the  18 £0*8  or  1830’s 
his  sons  and  daughters  spelled  the  name  REEVS.  All  the  Western 
families  now  spell  it  REE75S  account  of  the  difficulty  in 
spelling  it  as  we  do.  The  officer  called  a  Reeve,  was  a 
petty  officer.  The  word  Sheriff  is  from  Shire-Reeve.  There 
were  hog-reeve,  port-reeve,  and  other  petty  officers,  -  ’’reeve”. 
The  small  dictionary  gives  ,Ta  bailiff;  a  steward;  a  peace 
officer.”  (The  Stewarts  were  the’RStewards”  of  the  Scotch  Kings. 
The  English  form  is  Stuart,  I  believe.)  The  English  families 
of  Reeve  had  coats  of  arms,  &c*  as  you  may  find  in  Heraldic 
books,  but  until  the  line  can  be  had  unoroken  back,  say,  to 
1400  to  1300,  I  don’t  think  you  could  trace  them  from  anything 
we  have,  because  back  of  the  Thomas  mentioned  in  your  pages 
sent  me,  and  the  James  of  Long  Island  who  is  said  to  be  a^son 
or  perhaps  brother  of  Thomas  I,  one  of  whom  married  nary  Purrier 
daughter  of  William,  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  great  purrier 
farm  on  Eastern  Long  Island  ,  --  back  of  these  few  I  cannot 
trace.  The  Reeve-es  line  is  said  to  be  very  hard  to  trace*  * 

If  I  had  had  the  time  and  money  to  live  independently  I  would 
have  made  effort  to  find  it  out.  Tell  your  friend  to  look  at 
the  Salmon  Genealogy  begun  by  William  Salmon,  which  is  full  of 
Reeves,  Wickhams,  Howells,  Smiths,  &c.  In  the  N.Y.  Genealogical 
&  Biographical  Record,  now  being  published.  This  much^ I  can 
.tell,  off-hand,  that  our  Joshua  with  his  wife  Hetty  Howell  and 
his  older  son,  Joshua  and  daughter  Lydia  (who  married  Phineas 
Terry,  and  their  brother,  my  grandfather  (who  was  oom  eithei 
on  L.I.  or  in  Orange  Co.)  were  forced  to  leave  the  Southold 
locality  after  the  Battle  of  L.I.  (on  Aug. 26th  I  think,,  and 
during  the  first  two  weeks  of  Sept.  1776,  and  came  to  Conn.  •  . 
thence  to  Orange  Co. (when  exactly  and  how  I  don’t  know)  settled 
near  Goshen-lost  his  first  wife  between  1782  and  1786,  married 


I 


James.  moved  to 


T  o  wn 


of 


and  died  there  about  1812 


o 


a  widow  Abigail  Huff,  had  Kitsey  and 
Romulus,  Seneca  C'o.  near  Ovid ,  U.  Y. 

He  was  a  shoemaker  --  i.e.,  a  man  who  had  learned  his  trade,  not 
a  cobbler.  .  His  daughter  ICitsey’s  birth  is  in  Goshen  Church 
records,  his  son  and  last  child  James  d «  a  minor.  His  property 
in  Town  o:;  Romulus  hence,  ,Tfeli  to”  the  other  children;  (named 
and  stated  so  in  three  deeds  I  have  seen)  the  other  he  is,  Joshua 
Lydia,  and  Howell,  and  Hitsey  REEVE • Joshua x s  deseendents  many  of 
them  live  in  Brooklyn,  some  of  Lydia's  lived  in  Eldred  where  your 
father  with  your  g  father  called  on  them  years  ago,  and  some  in 
Montclair,  L.  J»  Hit sey  married  Samuel  Baker  aged  65  when  she 
was  55,  and  had  no  children.  James  d.,  a  minor,  quite  young,-  - 
the  real  estate  had  been  left  to  him,  thatrs  wjay  it  fell  to  the 
other  heirs  including  his  own  sister,  and  half-sister  and  half- 
brothers.  If  you  want  to  find  what  I  have  said  about  it  in 
Frederick  G.  Mather's  "Refugees  of  1776  from  Long  Island  to 
Connecticut"  you  can  do  so  in  the  Phil.  Library,  Genealogical 
Department,  possibly  they  are  ooen  on  Sundays  as  the  IK Y.  Libry 
is,  (I  don’t  know).  It  takes  time  to  look  these  things  up,  and 
a  clear  head  and  a  good  memory,  and  believe  me,  ©me  patience. 

This  Thomas  Reeves  family  if  I  am  not  mistaken  is  easier  to  trace 
than  the  Reeve  families  of  the  northern  part  of  Eastern  L.I 
Reeves;  name  is  that  of  the  Southern  part  families.  I  have  the 
apple^  story  and  perhaps  the  bear  story,  which  as  it  came  to  me 
was  that  some  of  them  went  out  shooting  in  the  dim  early  morning 
and  thought  they  saw  a  cow  up  a  tree,  but  the  light  growing 
stronger,  they  found  it  a  bear.  There  was  a  migration  in  which. 
Joshua  REFUGEE  evidently  took  part,  in  which  the  bear  story 
given  here  occurred,  but  that  migration  was  through  the  great 
Beech  Wood  (probably  near  Beach  Woods,  Pa  just  south  of  the 
U.f.  State  line)  where,  the  timber  being  poor  for  building 
purposes,  they  would  not  stop,  but  traveled  further.  Our 
Joshua  Refugee  spent-  some  time  in  the  "Lake  Region"  at  our  nar 
a  piacecalled  "Oak  Orchard”,  which  has  long  since  gone  off  the 
maps,  and  the  reason  I  do  not  think  he  went  ,ri  th  the  party  that 
Elias  Reeves  was  in,  is  this,  that  he  landed  in  the  country 
(now  in  the  grape  region  of  Central  New  York,  between  Seneca, 
and  Cayuga  Lakes)  and  the  Elias  Reeves  party  went  from  the 
South  Shore  of  L,  I.  by  outside  route  and  up  the  Hudson  to  Al¬ 
bany,  and  portaged  it  across  from  Albany  to  Schenectady,  arid 
poled  it  up  the  Mohawk  River  to  Rome  or  Palmyra,  I  have  men¬ 
tion  of  the  prospectors  going  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  a  brief  state¬ 
ment  that  one  of  the  party  did  not  return  to  get  the  folks 


The 


from  L.  I.  but  went  south  to  Virginia  and  there  this  branch 


spelled  the  name  RIVES  possibly  the  author,  Amelie  Rives  th  at 
was,  comes  from  them,  I  have  seen  Hallie  Brminie  RIVES  vhenshe 
came  into  the  office  I  worked  in,  in  II.  Y.  She  is  a  story 
writer.  I  have  an  account  of  a  Reeves  family  going  back  as 
far  as  the  1500’s,  but  very  few  families  can  be  traced  much 
back  of  the 


x  unao  century,  with  any  certainty.  The 


"  '  decendants 

of  direct  and  collateral  lines  from  said  Refugee  Joshua  Reeve, 
now  number  over  300.  I  have  almost  all  their  names  and  many 
of  the  dates.  If  they  were  all  like  the  Orange  County  young 
lady  who  used  to  be  Kitsey  Horton,,  who  married  and  had  nearly 
twelve  children,  there  would  be  man y  more.  I  took  her  photo 


SWar** 


t/ 


when  she  was  a  young  girl  of  about  15  and  that  of  the  whole 
of  that  family  then  living  next  east  of  Cousin  Jennie’s, 

(Chas,  W.  Horton  farm  that  was)  and  east  of  them  the  Howell 
Keevs  Horton  farm,  quite  a  number  in  that  branch  too.  If  I  had 
known  the  value  of  these  things  when  my  father’s  mother  was 
living,  (She  that  was  born  Mary  Corwin)  and.  died  in  1873  aged  93 
less  1  day,  I  wouldn’t  have  had  to  hunt  so  much,  for  she  was 
gfather’s  2nd  wife  and  was,  in  1818  (about  which  year  sh-c 


married! 

him) the  widow  of  William  Pellet,  a  Mayflower  descendant,  Wm« 
Peilett  had  a  ’’posthumous”  daughter  —  that  is,  born  after  his 
death,  her  descendants  live  in  Middletown,  H ♦  Y.  As  you  know 
Mary  Corwin’s  and  Howell  Keevs1 s  childrefL  were  --(the  2d  lot) 
Cabriel  P.  Keevs,  B.  1820,  and  the  twins,  Elizabeth  (m. Janes 
David  Stout)  and  Rowell  )m.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Decker) . 


It  ’  s 


on  January 
«  born, 


21.  it 


in  the 


'ote  an  article  published  in  the  Goshen  Xnd *  Hep’n 

’’Howell 


ds  n 


only  3  years  to  .  ’  1920  --  in  which  year, 
will  be  oust  100  years  since  your  grandfather  wa 
old  homestead  between.  Johnsons  and  Westtown,  on  the  State  rcdaa 
The  old  District  no.  7  School  House  where  he  and  his  brothers 
went  to  School,  is  now  gone  I  had  a  cut  made  from  my  photo  of 
it  and  \vr 

some  yea rs  ago.  There  were  at  least  two 
in  Orange  Co.,  one  near  Washingtonville ,  Grandfather 

Keevs1  mother  died  when  hc^  was  young,  andhe  was  -  -  -  - 

by  his  uncle  Szta  Howell,  who  lived  near  Ridgebury,  He  didn't 
like  his  stepmother,  and  went  fafting  on  the  Delaware, 
worked  for  Jonathan  Wood,  at 
tains,  northwest  1  think  of  Jennie1 s 
ner  and  married  his  daughter,  Elizabeth  w 

the  side  of  a  hill  and 

Kitsey  of 


homes tea 

Howel 1 

taken  care  of 
He 

He 

Bushville  on  the  Shawangunk  moun- 
1  -  and  finally  was  his  part- 
Wood  on  April  10, 

built  on 


farm 


1802,  and  he  lived  in  a  house  -  --  —  -  -- 

there  "Aunt  Hetty  Horton”  who  was  grandmother  of  the 
the  12  Lain  children  and  also  of  Wilmot  Horton  of  the 
named,  was  born.  After  that  Gfather  Howell  moved  tc  Chester 
was  storekeeper  and  partner  of  one  Durlandwho  was  some  relative 
orobably ,  of  the  mother  of  Howell’s  1st  wile  ( wno  was.  Mary 
Durland.)  While  there  they  grew  hemp  on  the  black  dirt  land, 
at  Chester,  and  gfather  used  to  cart  it  to  Hew  York  and  selx  it 
in  all  probability  passong  right  in  front  oi  where  his  daug. 
daughter  Elizabeth  Stout  lived,  as  that  is  the  main  and  straight- 
est  road  from  Gosen  and  CHEster  to  K.  Y«  I  must  tell.ycu  two 

-little  things  that  are  said  about  Gfather  Keevs.  One  is  this, 
that  Howell  Keevs  Horton  once  said  to  me  that  "Grandfather,  nee vs 
was  smarter  than  any  of  his  children”  and  Hetty  Horton,  ( tne  . 
sister  of  Chas.  W.  and  gdau.  of  "Aunt  Hetty")  said  on  my  telling 
her  that  "Why,  haven’t  you  heard  tohat  they  used  to  say  aooux- 
*  "  -  -  "Ho",  "Why?"  she  said,  "they  used 

it  on  the  fence  and  whittle 

a  stick  and  mnnpv  tuan  anv  one  around ”  And  he  was  a 


Grandfather  Keevs,"  I  said  . 

to  day  about  Grandfather  Keevs  could  ' 
‘ *  ’  make  more  money  than  any 


i  M 

"right  smart  old  man”  too.  For  when  his  brother  became  poor 
and  his  sister  Lydia’s  husband  also,  he  bought  their  Romulus 
property  from  them,  Phineas  Terry  was  a  surveyor  and  school 
teacher  and  he  lived  just  east  of  Howell  Reevs  Horton’s,  He 
rode  on  horse  back  from  there  to  Southold  to  mayry  Grand¬ 
father’s  daughter  Lydia,  ”ho  then  (about  1798)  lived  in  South- 
old,  and  back  they  came  on  horseback,  I  presume,  to  that  house 
to  live.  The  ’’Tiny”  Green  your  father  was  taken  to  see  was 
Martine  Terry,  who  ra.  Absolom  Green,  and  was  a  daue  of  this 
Lydia  Reeve  and  Phineas  Terry,  By  the  way,  Lydia  Terry  and 
three  of  her  children  were  buried  in  Montrepose  Cemetery, 
Kingston,  about  half  a  mile  from  where  I  laved,  they  died  about 
1841.,  Phineas  keot  a  store  near  the  Rond  out  Presbyterian 
Church,  There  was  an  old  woman  who  remembered  the  store  but  I 
did  not  find  where  it  was,  excepting  that  it  was  near  that 
church  1  1  Phineas  T.  was  one  of  the  first  two  elders  of 

that  church  in  1834.  He  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  getting 
his  son  Galen  Terry  in  business  and  was-  quite  poor  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Orange  CO.  ana  Grandfather  kept  him  quite  a  little  time 
before  he  went  to  Eldred,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  nice  man,  so  they  say, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  taught  my  father  surveying,  for  my 
father  was  a  deputy  surveyor  for  the  State  of  Michigan  while  he 
was  at  his  brother  George’s,  probably  near  Pinckney,  Mich. 

(I’ve  been  there)  and  to  Uncle  George’s  house  too,  saw  the  pond 
and  mill.  Uncle  George  Reev’s  place  he  used  to  call  (and  other 
people  also)  --  It's  in  the  books  Reeves's  Mills ^  and  they  state 
that  a  man  named  Reeves  lived  at  a  placo  called  "Hell",  yuu 
can  take  that  any  way  you  like,  but  said  Uncle  George  was  a 
happy- g- lucky-  fellow  and  a  49’er  also.  The  man  who  wanted 
*  .an  axe  helve  couldn’t  get  it  anywhere,  so  he  was  directed 
to  go  to  a  man  named  Reeves  living  at  the  place  aforesaid.  Go 
look  in  the  books  if  you  don’t  believe  it  -  the  Historical 
Archives  of  Michigan,  under  "George,  James  and  John  P.  Reeves" 
if  you  want  a  pleasanter  name  to  refer  by.  Yours  with  kind 
regards  to  all, 

Robert  M.  Reevs, 


ijc  ijc  :>}«  jfc  5$c  :sj« 


THU  LONG  ISLAND  SETTLEMENT. 

(Taken  from  the  History  of  Wayne  Co.,  N.Y.) 

hy 

Prof.  W.H .  McIntosh 

In  1788  a  company  was  formed  numbering  eleven  persons  liv¬ 
ing  in  Southampton",  L.  I.  Early  in  the  Spring  of  1790,  Elias 
Reeves  and  Joel  Foster,  as  agents  of  the  company  set  out  to  find 
good  lands  suitable  for  settlement.  They  went  first  to  Fort 
Pitt,  now  Pittsburgh,  There  they  fell  in  with  Luke  Foster,  an 
old  friend.  With  him  they  traversed  the  wilderness  of  VIRGINIA 
to  the  Ohio,  and  passed  down  to  Fort  Washington,  now  Cincinnati. 


■ 


There  land  v*a 


bought 


o  n  w hat  wa s  called 


Turkey 


3<y  Bottoms .  Here 
they  left  Luke  Poster  to  build  a  cabin  and  make  improvements, 
they  returned  to  Southampton  to  report  their  success  and  conduct 
the  Colony  to  this  distant  wild-wood  home. 


A  single  circumstance  changed  the  locality  of  the  intended 

^  ^  T  *r>  _  _  r-v  T*  ^  /"#»  Tnl  C  ir\ri 


emigration.  At  the  arrival 
they  found  William  Hopkins, 
on  a  visit  from  Hew  Jersey. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  one  of  the 
dependence . 


of 


Poster  and  Reeves  at  Long  Island, 
uncle  of  Reeves, and  Abraham  Poster 
Mr.  Hopkins  was  the  son  of  Hon* 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 


William 
Company”  (1) 
future  value 
munity,  desce 
rich  country, 
nephew,  were 
Military  Trac 
Sanford  explo 
J^ne  1791. 


Hopkins,  through  a  connection  ox  the  "less 6 
had  heard  of  the  Genesee  country,  and  its  evident 
He  discoursed  on  the  value  of  a  Christian.com- 
ndents  of  the  early  Puritans,  settling  in  this 
William  Hopkins”  and  Elias  Reeves,  uncle  ana_ 
sent  out  to  go  by  the  northern  rouoe,  bepond  the 
t  ( E't  while  Joel  and  Abraham  Poster  with  Luther 
red  northern  Pennsylvania.  This  party  started 


Hopkins  and  Reeves  started  August  20,  1791,  carrying 


rifles  and  knapsacks.  They  came  by  water  to  Albany,  from 
there  along  the  old  Indian  Trail  to  Geneva,  whence  m  No. 
of  the  purchase.  ( 


2 


0) 


le 


ssee 


wno 


NOTES: - ( 1)  Perhaps  one  of  the 

promotion  companie 
permament  leases. 

68.000  acres  set  aside 
York  for  Revolutionary  soldiers 


companies , 
took  land  on 


(2) 


in  Central  New 


(3) 


No.  12,  third  range  of  the  Phelps  and 
Gorham  Purchase,  This  was  about 
6  000,000  acres  in  Western  New  York 
bought  *of  the  st3te  and  the  indi^r^ 
in  1799  for  $1,000,000.  It  was  divided 
into  townships  6  miles  square  and  sold. 

No.  12  is  the  present  township  of 
palmyra,  Wayne  Co. 

They  found  the  valley  well  watered,  the  tall  dense  ciraber 
assured  them  of  a  rich  soil,  so  they  placed  their  names  upon 
maple  and  oak  as  a  pr e- emptio n  mark. 

This  done  they  set  out  for  Linley  Town  (1)  where  tire 
other  party  had  stopped  to  work  at  their  trade  (carpenter). 

The  following  bond  was  drawn  up  and  signed: 


"This  instrument  of  writing  witnesseth  - 
that  we  the  undersigned  do  agree  ana  bind 
ourselves  severally  each  to  the  other, 
under  penalty  of  50  pounds,  to  abide  by 
and  make  good  any  purchase  of  land  which 
Elias  Reeves  shall  make  of  Oliver  Phelps, 
Esq.,  or  any  other  person  within  20  days 
of  the  date  hereof.  The  portion  of  land 
which  each  of  us  is  to  have  is  to  be  ar¬ 
ranged  among  hereafter.  In  witness  here¬ 
of  we  hereunto  set  our  hands  ana  seal.  In 
Ontario  County,  State  of  New  York,  this 
9th  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1791. " 

(Signed)  William  Hopkins 
Elias  Reeves 
Joel  Poster 
Abraham  Poster 
Luther  Sanford 


This  compact  concluded,  three  of  the  party  returnee  to 
Long  Island,  gave  a  report  and  prepared  to  emigrate,  Elias 
Reeves  and  Abraham  Poster  went  to  No.  12.  On  their  way  they 
stopped  at  one  Chittenden,  loving  at  the  nold^  c&stel  in. Geneva  • 
He  g;ave  them  a  neck  of  app3.es,  the  fruit  of  the  old  Indian 
orchard,  for  John  Swift  (2).  On  their  arrival  a  share  of  the 
apples  was  offered  them  but  they  asked  for  "only  the  seeds,  ’ 
These  they  planted  in  a  good  location,  and  from  them  many  oi 
the  early  orchards  had  their  origin. 

Lands  being  chosen,  a  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Phelps 
at  Canandagua  for  5500  acres,  1100  pounds  New  York  currency, 
being  the  price.  11  pounds  they  paid  down.  This  occurred  in 
September  1791  prior  to  the  Durfee  families  arrival.  Swixt 
was  then  unable  to  meet  his  payments,  and  the  title  was  in 
doubt,  so  to  be  sure  Reeves  and  Poster  bought  directly  from 
Phelps  and  Gorham.  The  arrival  of  Durfee  who  concluded  the 
purchase  of  Swift,  gave  him  means  to  pay  his  note  and  acquire 
a  good  title.  Therefore  the  Long  Island  Company  in  1792  tooiv 
their  deed  from  John  Swift, 


Elias  Reeves  was  the  explorer  and  agent.  He..,.was_the  fdrst_ 
man  to  marry  in  palmyra.  He  married  one  of  the  girls  Ox  ohe  Long 
lsiand'-settlefaentr'  History  says  he  preferred  the  ceremony  should 
be  performed,  not  by  a  magistrate,  but  m  New  England  fashion  oy 
a  gospel  minister.  He  went  to  Canandagua  and  engaged  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  Rev.  Condit  (3),  for  which  he  paid  a  five  foliar  gold 
piece,  sum  quite  princely  for  those  time. 

A  happy  consequence  of  the  marriage  and  visit  was  the. 
formation  of  the  Bast  Palmyra  Presbyterian  Church  (4)  in  which 
Stephen  Reeves  was  a  chosen  elder,  James  Reeves,  cleik  and 
Reeves,  Trustee. 


Eliao  sometimes  hunted  as  did  all  the  Settlers.  One 
d9y  he  and  a  man  named  Stark  treed  a  bear  on  the  farm  of 
h «»  No  Olark*  The  bear  took  a  position  about  60  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  first  shot  hit’ him  on  the  paw  but  a  second 
brought  him  down.  He  was  very  fat  and  brought  much  to 
the  store  of  the  settlement* 


)  . 


u 


NOTES;™ (1) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


No  such  town  given  on  modern  maps. 
Lindley  is  a  town  two  miles  from  the 
northern  border  of  Penn,  where  they 
were  exploring. 

Original  purchaser  of  No.  12* 

A  famous  missionary. 

One  of  the  earliest  in  the  section* 


*********  *  *  *  * 

(Furnished  by  George  S.  Reeves, 

Sodus,  N.  Y*  ) 

There  are  several  theories  regarding  the  origin  of  the 
name  of  Reeves. 

One  history  says  that  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Lion 
Hearted,  it  was  necessary  to  protect  the  rivers  of  England 
and  Wales  so  he  chose  a  tall  class  of  men  to  guard  the  streams 
They  were  known  as  River  men — Reeves. 

In  another  history  Reeves  meant  Officer,  as  sheriff  or 
constable. 


It  is  easy  bo  trace  our  family  as  there  is  an  exact 
history. 


L'Thomas  JReeves ,  the  founder,  settled  in  Connecticut  in 
1635.  He  came  over  on  the  'J&tthewi-"  History  of  Long  Island 
says  he  owned  land  there  in  1656.  He  moved  from  there  in 
1673  to  Southampton,  a  town  on  the  southern  shore  of  Long  Is¬ 
land.  He  died  there  in  1685.  Southampton  was  the  first 
English  settlement  in  New  York.  The  first  inhabitants  engaged 
in  agriculture,  cattle  raising  and  whaling.  They  were  very 
unfortunate  during  the  Revolut ionary war ;  subject  to  easy  raids 
from  the  British* 


Thomas  Reeves  -  emigrant  ancestor* 

2nd  Generation 

John  Reeves,  born  in  Connecticut  in  1668.  Lied  in 
Southampton,  L.  I.  in  1753,  aged  85  years. 

3rd  Generation 

John  Reeves,  son  of  John  Reeves,  born  in  Southampton,  L.I.  in 


He  was 


16^7*  died  om  ‘she  same  place  in  1779 
oiie  whir d  generation  in  oui  direct  Lin 


r  u 


82  years. 


1C- 


4 1 h  1 e n :•  rat i on, 

L  I  Stff1eS,feeI?S;  ?on  °f  John  beeves,  born  in  Southampton, 
t;  Li  LlH  ’  ttl®a  ln  -’alrayra,  N.  Y,  in  1820,  He  is  bu- 

nhv-ioi°n  EeuVeh  ,bUrr?S  sround-  Bfst  Palrayra.  He  was  a 
toriar  rb,i^h  %  d  ?  °  orsanize  (1733)  the  First  Presby- 

-itR!  °  1  h  of  Palmyra,  and  was  an  elder  in  it  as  long  as  h 

Hortire  1  aciyi®d  Mary  «Jopkine,  daughter  of  Hob.  Stephan 
Hopkins ,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 


ied 


h  p 


*  * 


*  *  *  *  ^  *  * 


Prom 

G-eneplogical  Notes  of  John  A.  Reeves, 

La  Harpe,  Kansas,  1924. 

w.  Trtoate  to  the  Talhers",  by  Rev.  Horace  Saton, 

IonN  Tsland^l  f°11°+1Llf  Pen~P1cture  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Long  Island  Colony  av  their  destination  in  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y. 

„+  Pi'actical  strong  minded  walk  forth  to  observe  the 

t  and  dept,h  0x  the  soil  and  to  take  in  the  lay  of  the 

i;le  ro^antic  spirit  among  them  admire  the  height  and 
hue  of  tne  ouo  budding  trees  and  catch  the  spirit  of  the  deep 
gloiious  woods.  Of  the  girls  one  seeks  the  wild  flower,  an- ’ 


the  boys 


j  *  - -  ^  •>..  -t  k.  Vi  IC  W  jl 

ooner  watches  the  birds  among  the  branches.  0* 
pme  os  preparing  to  catch  the  salmon  or  bass  in  the  untried 
stream,  another  is  picking  his  flint  for  a  shot  at  a  partri^e 
drumming  on  a  neighboring  log.  Some  perhaps,  trace  with 
por e pension  the  remains  of  an  old  wigwam  or  an  Indian  trail, 
iney  see  the  marks  of  bears1  claws  upon  the  trees,  or  hear 
the  snarling  of  wolves.  Soon  the  axe  gives  its  clear  metal- 
iio  ring  tnrough  these  valleys.  The  giant  Anarks  of  the 
-ores,  creek,  groan,  and  come  thundering  to  the  ground,  Pi^es 
roar  and  rush  through  the  dry  fallow.  In  the  dim  night, 
1-i.ames  gleam  from  either  side  across  the  creek.  Smoke  ob¬ 
scures  trie  sun,  giving  the  day  the  mystic  hue  of  Indian  Summer 

"  the  stumps.  Reapers  sin< 


Tne  sprouting  wheat  grows  rank 


as  they  bind 
hill-side®. 


among 


tell 

spun 

•h  \  - 

v  il  r 

up. 

UdC 


the  sheaves.  Rude,  pleasant  homes  rise  along  the 
The  buss  of  the  wheel,  the  stroke  of  the  loom 

■  J  J _ _ _  HT  .  J  .  _ 


of  domestic  industry.  Nuptials  are  celebtated  in  home- 


an 


run  anon; 


school  nous? 


y~\  - 
O 

i  oo: 


Lit  els  cniidren  look  out  or  the  windows 
town  meeting  is  called.  The  s 
-  .  *'  o^ipirn  i-nc  i or  the  new  comer  and  to 

ai^j_GS  of  a  sick  hr  offer.  The  funeral  f  ilingthr  ough  the 

dian  - ^ 


harvest 


wooes  to  the  final  resting  place  calls  out  a  long  and  sympath- 
etic  procession,  and  it  does  not  cost  the  living  the  last 
pittance  to  bury  the  dead.  lone  is  that  Arcadian  age.  lone 


the  men  famous  for 
trees . 


lifting  up  the  axes  against  the  thick 


p°h  in  his  narrow  cell  forever  lea  id. 

The  ( brave)  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep 
They  were  a  religious  people  and  their 
first  Saobdth  was  consecrated  to  worship 

The  sounding  isles  of  the  'dim  woods  sang 
To  the  anthems  of  the  frec.IT 


************** 


Froip 

"History  of  Wayne  GO.  N.  Y." 

by 

Prof.  W.  H.  McIntosh, 

1877 

.The  n5me  of  John  Swift  is  inseparably  connected  with 
Palmyra,  of  which  he  was  the  proprietor  and  first  settler.  In 
oept.  1790,  his  bark  covered  cabin  was  erected  at  the  foot  of 
-jg1  Street,  in  the  village.  A  second  settler  of  the  town  was 
Webb  Harwood ,  and  a  third  was  David  WHite,  and  then  came 
Lemuel  Spear,  the  Durfees,  and  the  Colony  from  Long  Island. 

The  first  tract  of  land  sold  and  deeded  in  Last  Palmyra  was  a 
lo u  of  six  hundred  acres  south  of  Mid  Creek,  square  in  form 
and  purchased  by  Gideon  Durfee,  on  May  19,  1791.  ~  _  The 

second  deed  in  that  section  was  for  five  thousand  five  hundred 
acres  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek  dated  July  7,  1792  and 
given^to  Abram  Poster  and  Elias  Reeves;  this  was* the  Long 
Island  purchase.  _  In  the  spring  of  that  year  1792,  apaazty 
of  eleven  started  in  a  sail  and  row  boat  of  two  tons  burden 
for  their  new  wilderness  home.  They  set  out  on  April  4  1792 

and  olanded  May  2,  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Brook,  (see  1  on\map) . ’ 


*  *  >.  *=**>*******  ***  *  * 


Prom 

’’Landmarks  of  Wayne  County,  IT.  Y.” 

( Baited  by  Hon.  George  W.  Cowles 
of  Clyde,  N.  Y.  Published  by 
D.  Mason  &  Co. ,1895,  Syracuse, N. Y. ) 


James  Reeves 
Nathan  Reeves 
Elias  Reeves 

’’These  names  appear  in  a  list  of  those  who  had  ’’earmarks 
for  stock”  recorded  in  1796  and  this  list  embraced  nearly  all 
of  the  heads  of  families. 


"The  Long  Island  Colony,  consisting  of  ten  families, 
started  from  Long  Island  on  Monday  morning,  April  4,  1792  on 
a  sail  boat  cuilt  by  Joel  Poster.  Among  the  'oioneers  were 
the  -  -  Howells  -  -  -  , 


"The  lands  along  the  creeks  were 
Among  the  original  owners  were  James 
400  acres,  and  Seth  Howell. 


first  settled, 
and  Elias  Reeves 


» 


"Hiram  Poster  ,  a  brother  of  Abraham  was  born  there 
November  0,  1874,  -  -  - «  He  married  Nancy,  daughter  of 
James  Reeves  in  1819," 


He*********  *  *  *  * 


Prom 

"History  of  Wayne  County  ,N»Y .  2 

or 

"landmarks  of  Wayne  County,  N.Y. 

Palmyra  was  formed  in  January  1789,  and  Macedon  was  taken 
off  in  1812,  It  lies  on  the  south  border  of  the  county,  west 
of  the  center .  It  was  known  in  the  Phelps  and  Gorham  purchase 
as  No.  12,  and  was  first  called  Swift  Town,  then  Tolland,  The 
designation  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  citizens  who  held  a 
meeting  Jan.  4,  1796  to  suggest  and  fix  upon  a  name.  Daniel 
Sawyer,  brother  to  Mrs.  Swift,  was  the  originator  of  the  present 
title.  He  was  engaged  to  Miss  Rosha  Boughton,  the  first  school¬ 
mistress  and  had  been  reading  ancient  history.  As  Palmyra  of 
olf  had  a  Zenobia,  he  thought  it  just  his  modern  choice  should 
have  a  Palmyra,  and  urged  the  name.  It  was  adopted  without  dis¬ 
sent. 


The  first  recorded  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Gideon  Durfee,  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1796.  John  Swift 
was  chosen  moderator,  inspector,  and  supervisor,  and  these  were 
the  first  officials: 

Jonathan  Edwards,  Town  Clerk, 

Pestus  Goldsmith, 

Jonathan  Warner 

Humphrey  Sherman,  Assessors, 

William  Porter,  Collector 

James  Bradish,  and 

James  Reeves,  Constables 

James  Reeves  -  -  -  pathmasters;  -  --  and 

Elias  Reeves,  Pence  Viewers. 


The  first  assembly  of  settlers  was  in  1793,  During  that 
year  two  school  houses  were  erected.  Both  were  of  logs. 

The  first  church  in  Palmyra  was  the  Presbyterian  organized 

,  !!■!  I  III  w*.*.  ->**tm^*  <-  ^  ,  ..  M.  ►  *.a  *■  •  -  -  -  ■ — 


V-»» . ^  V"»  .-vy  ynppF^tmrVT1  !■»"--  P?l^Ty)rrWffyfy. 


in  the  summer  of  1793  with  Stephen  Reeves  and  David  H.  Poster 
as  deacons.  The  first  service"  was  held  in  the  barn  of  Deacon 
Poster  . 

There  were  eleven  original  members,  David  H,  Poster, 

Mary  Poster,  Stephen  Reeves,  Mary  Reeves  -  -  -  -  -  - 


J*  Emerson  Reeves,  civil  war  soldier  -  name  apoears 

Cl.  n  T  C>A  ri  1  nvd 


in  list  of  soldiers. 


*  *  *  *  *  >'fi  ^  j{;  i(j  %  * 


Prom 

"History  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y." 

Published  by  Everts,  Ensign 
&  averts,  716  Gilbert  St., 

1877. 

ihe  Coloiiy  (Long  Island  Colony}  contained  a  fair  repre- 
*  sentation  of  the  different  trades.  Joel.  Foster  was  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  David  Poster  was  a  shoemaker,  Oliver  Clark,  a  tailor, 
Paul  Reeves  a  millwright,  Joseph  Burnett,  a  hatter,  Elias* 
Reeves,  a  weaver ,  and  Seth  Howell,  a  rough  hewer," 

*  *  *  *  *  sft  Jj<  }£ 


Prom 

Military  History  of  Wayne  Co.  N.Y. 

t>y 

Lewis  H.  Clark, 

Page  250. 

"Joshua  Terry  was  at  Pultneyville ,  in  the  skirmish  -  - 
He  and  Stephen  Reeves,  son  of  James  Reeves,  the  pioneer, 
scoured  up  their  old  guns  and  started  "oell  me 11"  for 
Pultneyville  on  the  first  alarm," 


I 


Silas  Reeves*  name  appears  in  list  of  39th  infantry,  1813. 
Capt*  Culver. 

Rufus  Reeves1  name  also  appears  in  the  roll  of  this 
Company . 

Eden  Reeves1  name  is  also  listed  in  the  same  Company* 

Joshua  Reeves1  name  appears  in  Capt*  Swan1 s  Company 
(1814)  39th  infantry. 

March  17,  1831,  in  the  39th  Reg.  of  Infantry  Militia, 
County  of  Ontario, 

Engisn  -  Luther  Reeves 
Paymaster  -  Stephen  Reeves 

May  -  1833  -  39th  Infantry 

Lyman  Reeves,  Captain,  Palmyra. 

May  -  1934  -  Lyman  Reeves,  Major,  palmyra. 

March  11,  1835  -  James  Reeves  ~  Ensign,  Palmyra 

June  9,  1838  -  Jarirs  Reeves  -  Captain  ,  Palmyra. 

Arpil  13,  1838  -  Lyman  Reeves  -  Lt .  Col.,  Palgiyra. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lyman  Reeves  was  subsequently  pro¬ 
moted  Colonel  November  2,  1839,  and  in  September,  1841, 
Erigadier  General. 


*****  ***  *****  * 


■ 


N0T3:- 


Most  of  the  information  on  the  earlier ggnerat ions 
was  taken  from  "The  Refugees  of  1776  from  Long  Island  to 
Connecticut11  by  Frederic  Gregory  Mathy,  published  by  the 
J.  B.  Lyon  Company,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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Rev-.  Abner  Reeves  P  1  (1707  -  1 7 9 8 ) 


Rev.  Abner  Reeves  (P  D  was  tbe ^son  °i  Lieut .Th°mas 
Reeves  (C  1) .  He  was  a  graduate  ot  Yale  University  a  - 

mar r  i  ed  Mar y  T  o  pp  i ng 
They  had  two  sons 

Judge  Topping  (E  1) 

Captain  Paul  (E  2)  *>•  1  *  h4 ,  d.  182^* 

************ 

Pr.  Stephen  Reeves  P  11  (1734-1820) 


(Prom  "History  of  Suffolk  County") 


Poring  the  Revolutionary  War,  two  soldiers  called  ore 

,  .  ^ ,  4-  -rw  p-nhpii  Reeves  and  asked  for  some 

day  at  the  home  of  Pr .  btepnen  neui  1V  Po,vpqi  hack 

77.  »  0+.  t+  mao  p-iven  them  but  while  Pr «  Reeves 

thing  to  eat .  It  w  -  S  ,  *_pu.  r  t;hpv  had  ^one,  he 

was  truned,  they  stole  two  towels.  Aft e[  nf  a4d 

missed  the  aticles  so  ran  cross-lots  to  the  t“eathe 

complaint  to  the  commanding  0  -  •  ,  missing  articles 

two' soldiers  came,  were  »earc^r^!0J*?h“y ^  tried  and 
found  in  their  possession.  '  r  X  rt  of  Dr.  Reeves 
flopped  so  unmercifully  that  tne  ^ 

was  mid e  sorry  that  he  had  entered  the  complaint. 

(See  notes  furnished  by  George  S.  Keeves,  Soaus,  N.  I., 
included  under  "General#  ) 

**************** 

Judge  Topping  Reeves  E  1 

Judge  Topping  Reeves  (il)  was  the  son  of  R  established 
Reeves  (31)  and  Mary  Sopping.  He  studied  law  n 

a  law  school  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  • 

I  .  '7"  i  .  ■.'T*  4.  £«.«*  V'tv.-'—  '  \ 

,j.jr  :.?.vk  — -  1- 


T 


/•i  V  ■ 


T 

■i.'-iv  u- 


***************  * 


r.l 


J  t  ' 


O  .  it*.  *,.*■■■  J- 


.  w  r 


/  J 


■  ( 

v 


s’  jlt/k  i  y 


o-*. t>- "■ 1 


Copt,  Paul  Reeves  E2  ( 1734«18£5) 


<> 


CAPT.  Paul  Reeves  was  born  in  Southold,  io  ng  Island, 
in  1734,  the  son  of  Rev,  Abner  Reeves  (Dl)  and  Mary.  Topping. 

He  commanded  a  company  of  Col,  Perry1 s  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Long  Island.  This  Company  had  among  its  members 
Ishmael,  James,  Luther,  Jonathan,  and  William  Reeves . 

He  married  Bethia  - -  and  had  five  children: 


Josiah 

(pi) 

Paul 

(F2) 

Hoses 

(F3) 

Bethia 

(F4) 

Mary 

( F5) 

Capt«  Paul  was  one  of  the  "refugees’1  from  Long  Island 
to  Connecticut,  after  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 


ajc  *  *  :*:  *  *  *  * 

Lieut,  or  Gapt.  James  Reeves  33 
(1731  -  1787} 

Lieut,  or  Capt.  James  Reeves  (33)  son  of  Deacon  James 
(D2)  was  a  Yale  graduate.  He  was  born  in  1731  and  died  in 

1787. 


James  Reeves  1321  (1760-183$? 


Copied  from 

"History  of  the  Town  of  Southampton" 

hy 

James  Truslow  Adams, 

1918 

page  243 


"In  the  history  of  the  industry  (whaling)  there  have  been 
a  number  of  cases  where  whales  have  attacked  not  simply  the 
boats  but  the  ships  themselves,  altho  but  one  such  is  recorded 
in  Sag  Harbor  vessels,  the  old  whaler  "Camillus" .  In  its 
death  flurry,  a  cachalot  struck  her  a  terrible  blow  with  its 
head,  staving  in  her  planking.  Two  of  the  boatJs  crew  were 
several  miles  away  in  pursuit  of  whales,  including  the  captain 
but  the  2nd  mate,  James  Reeves  of  Southampton,  quickly  hoisted 
barrels  6f  oil  from  the  hold  and  piling  them  up  on  the  side 
carreened  the  vessel  sufficiently  to  sheath  the  injury  and 
make  the  ship  fairly  tight*" 


Copied  from 

""Military  History  of  Wayne  Co," 

by 

lewis  H.  Clark, 
page  102, 


James  Reeves,  who  died  May  19,  1838,  aged  77  years,  had 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  wat  on  board  a  vessel  bearing 
letters  of  Marque.  He  was  born  at  Southampton,  Long  Island 
October  13,  1762,'  His  father  was  Dr,  Steffen  Reeves.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Mary  Howell, 

(From  a  diary  kept  by  James  Reeves) 

"I  felt  myself  a  man  and  a  good  navigator,  and  with  my 
fathers  consent  I  left  home.  My  elder  brother  Stephen  was 
in  the  battle  of  Long  Island  and  at  that  time  a  soldier.  I 
left  Long  Island  in  a  small  open  boat  in  the  fall  of  1782  in 
the  evening,  in  company  with  James  Sawyer,  two  years  my 
senior,  for  Hew  London,  Conn,,  thirty  miles  across  the  sound, 
taking  the  north  star  for  a  guide," 

(The  British  fleet  fired  a  few  shots  but  they  escaped) . 

"We  arrived  the  day  after  Arnold  left  with  his  fleet,  The 
j  ruins  of  the  city  of  New  London  were  still  smoking." 


f  E21) 


He  shortly  reached  Nantucket  and  shipped  on  a  privateer,  the 
brig  V«.\.  y  Digby,  at  seven  dollars  a  month  and  a  share  of  the 
prize  money.  The  vessel  carried  six  guns,  nine  pound  calibre 
a  good  supply  of  small  arms,  a  c rev/  of  forty  six  men,  and  a 
cargo  of  salt  beef,  corn,  beans,  etc*  Their  destination  was 
the  port  of  Havana,  Cuba, 

"Bight  days  out,  we  discovered  a  vessel  on  our  larboard 
side  bearing  down  upon  us  under  British  color^.from  Bermuda 
carrying  nine  guns,  and  having  the  wind  in  her  favor.  She 
gained  rapidly  upon  us  and  fired  a  shot  across  our  bow.  We 
hove  to,  got  in  readiness,  and  answered  her  with  a  broadside. 
The  battle  continued  over  an  hour,  when  they  hoisted  sail  and 
rtrew  off.  We  did  :  .  the  same;  our  loss  four  men  killed  and 
nine  wounded ♦  " 


Soon  after  they  were  in  the  friendly  part  of  Havana, 
unloading  the  vessel,  making  repairs  and  getting  ready  for  sea 
protected  by  the  More  Castle. 

England  being  then  at  war  with  Spain,  Havana  was 
blockaded  by  a  fleet  consisting  of  one  fifty  gun  ship,  one 
frigate,  twenty  guns,  and  two  sloops  of  war.  The  fleet  lay 
on  and  off,  convoying  merchant  vessels  from  the  Bermuda  Is¬ 
lands,  and  sending  their  prizes  which  they  captured. 


"In  July,  our  repairs  were  completed.  On  the  18th,  we 
sailed  in  a  north  east  direction,  to  get  into  the  track  of 
the  Bermuda  fleet,  which  convoyed  heavy  loaded  merchant  ves¬ 
sels  that  often  fell  behind  and  might  thus  be  captured  by  a 
privateer.  We  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  fleet  four  days, 
when  one  of  the  frigates  dropped  astern  and  we  did  the  same. 
We  considered  our  situation  critical  and  hazardous.  Night 
coming  on,  we  changed  our  course  more  to  the  south  in  hopes 
of  making  a  prize  of  an  East  India  Ship,  but  found  none. 

We  tjen  took  a  westerly  course  toward  the  continent.  When 
about  twenty  miles  from  shore,  we  were  hotly  h  chased  by  a 
British  armed  vessel.  Our  Captain  said,  "Boys,  she 
carries  too  heavy  metal  for  us,  head  for  the  shore;  she  . 
will  require  more  depth  of  water  than  we."  Our  vessel 
grounded  (the  order  being  given  to  put  the  helm  hard  a  star¬ 
board)  ,  we  secured  a  level  position.  The  British  vessel 
also  grounded  and  careened  over.  The  action  lasted  twenty 
qiinutes ,  we  firing  at  the  side  of  their  vessel,  they  firing 
over  our  heads  and  into  our  sails.  When  the  British  colors 
came  down,  their  Captain  hailed  us,  asking  for  our  boat. 
Theyanswer  was  "use  your  own  boat"  They  answered  that  their 
boat  was  shot  away,  and  they  were  in  a  sinking  condition.  We 


' 


M 
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■manned  a  boat  and  sent  it  to  them.  Our  shot  had  riddled 
the  side  of  their  vessel. 

”Her  crew  consisted  of  ninety  men  and  fifty  two 
American  prisoners.  Our  men  took  command.  In  the  middle 
of  the  night,  I  was  landed  on  the  beach  in  charge  of  the 
money,  twenty  small  leather  bags,  containing  8,900  Spanish 
milled  dollars,  one  man  was  with  me.  In  the  morning,  a 
comoany  of  militia  came,  led  by  the  noise  of  the  action. 

We  were  at  Cane  Hatteras.  The  British  prisoners  were  taken 
to  Northampton  Jail.  Tho  Americans  were  released. 

"In  a  day  or  two  a  severe  strom  broke  bothvessels  to 
pieces.  This  was  in  November  ,  1783.  Here  ended  a  cxuise 
of  thirteen  months.  If  not  so  brilliant  as  some  io  was 
attended  with  constant  danger.  At-  twenty-one  yearsof  age, 

I  possessed  a  reaving  spirit  of  adventure,  a  love  for  the 
sea  and  an  eagerness  to  redress  the  wr ongs  of  my  country. 
Prom  the  time  I  left  Long  Island  until  I  was  wrecked  on  the 
coast  of  Virginia,  there  was  continual  danger  of  loosing  my 
life  or  of  being  captured." 

James  Reeves  died  in  Eas't  Palmyra  and  was  buried  on 
the  old  Reeves  homestead. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


Elias  Reeves  E22  (1762  -  1843) 


Prom 

"History  of  Wayne  Co.  N.  Y. 
Published  by  Everts,  Engisn  &  Everts, 
716  Gilbert  St. 

1877 


"A  wedding  took  place  October  27,  1793; .  it  was  the 
first  in  the  settlement.  Reverend  Ira  Condit  who  performed 
the  ceremony  which  joined  paries  *  Reeves  ana  sonic e  Howell 
received  in  payment  a  half-eagle,  a  ^ooct  price  a  \  '  n 

|?ias  Reeves  had  walked  to  Canandaigua  to  secure  his  services. 

(See  "The  Long  Island  Settlement"  in  General  I-Iotes.) 

*  A  misprint  —  should  be  Elias  Reeves 

********* 
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Paul  Reeves 


325  {1770  -  1650) 
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Prom 

GeneologlCdl  notes  of  John  A 
LaHarpe,  Kansas,  19 S4. 


Reeves 


s 


Paul  Reeves  left  fa  tharapton,  Lcng  *|^f*nWhe  Delaware 
brother  TSlias  came  to  Paxmyr a  and  dui^  ^  as‘raft  bttilMr  and 
River  m  Delaware  CO  u®,  ,  at  Pa] mvra  taking  his 

went  to  join  the  Long  Island  colony  at  Qf  4Q  lbs> 

iourney  on  loo  '■>  thruughthe  fo*  “*  ?  .  which  he  was  to 

12 1«  1.1=  ».;1  ««  «=  "«  "1“>- 

sTTg-ViS"  ?  f s;  S  £!;hsin=i5*4ii. 

ii\=rjrrr 

back  for  some  distance  t  his  horse  at  noon  and 

left  alone.  The  man  stopped  to  rest  hislo  tafcen  by 

Paul  passed  him,  again  in  the  e  d  together.  They 

the  man  on  the  horse  and  again  ^  3®“^  reached  the 

kept  this  up  Rl.  '°i°rwag  f0Urd  that  Reeves  had  made  the 

J2S5V,  «•  »» .» *«•**<*• 

.  t  otav  in  palmyra  he  returned  to  Delaware  Co. 
After  a  snort  stay  in  |arah  Ware,  a  very  charming 

where  he  secured  a  bnae  n  n  f  .thfri  v/ife  and  is  remembered 

young  lady,  and  she  .^f/^hiia^on and  ®rion  as  a  kind 

by  some  of  the  old  folks  of  allim.o  all.  Her 


by  some  of  the  olV°fnf  children and  loved  by  all.  Her 
hearted  old  lady,  -are  arid  Was  born  Feb.  9,  1759.  Her 

mother*  s  name  was  Lyaie  *  l  '  Until  James  H.  Reeves,  her  son 
daughter  never  heard  from  •  •  re  Co>  and  hunt  his  grand 

was  old  enough  to  go  them  all  hale  and  hearty.  Some  2 o 

parents  up  where  he Jd  sinceAhe  time  the  daughter  had  been 
or  30  years  had  pa  ■  g0  they  were  not  as  partic- 

taken  from  her  motne-  s  k°m  •  now.  Maybe  if  the  post- 

"he,  »*”  «  1»“‘  ”nt  *  I0St“1 

I,  i. »•  1.»1  ?«r “  JSrtSJSS*. 

smokers  sod  filled  the.-  p.P^  sleep  together!*  the  old  grave 
long  happy  old  age. 


"  T"? - - • - wt - -  -  " 
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vard  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  of  Williamson, 
Reeves1  tombstone  still  stands  but  that  ox  his  nixe 


in 


ves1  tombstone  still  stands  out  x-nau  oi  iu& 
two  and  his  against  the  Bennet  monument.  /- 


n 


/- 


Faul 
is  broke 

. //-7- 

It  mould  be  a  very  fitting  thing  for  the  many  descen- 
dentp  of  this  honored  and  hearty  old  couple  to  erect 
able  monument  to  their  memory  The  urnscrjbptron  on  h«  u, =mb- 
stone  is  ’’Thou  hath  come  to  they  grave  m  a  full  a0_.  li  -e 
shock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  season” 

! 

Paul  Reeves  was  called  on  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the 
construction  ol  the  early  building 

aw  creek,  including  schools  churches  saw  and  g-ists  nil!. 

„  n o  a  q  V)v* •?  a  c_  p  and  nr  ivs t e  dw©  li  ings  «  Iis  ouill  ^ 

Capt' ’Galloway  which  was  the  first  built  at  Bast  Palmyra  and 
remains  in  operation  for  many  years.  .The  dam  was  the  first 
in  mid  Cre°k~and  was  washed  out  many  oimes.  The  old  -choo^ 
house  in  Ms t .No .  3  was  enlarged  by  him  so  it  could  be  used 
,plin,h  qorvicps  It’S  dimensions  were  So  x  60  it. 

had  a  bass  wood  pulpit  so  high  that  only  the  top  of  the 

Sftff&efcJ  ofrcre|s^  and 

Supha  Beeves  now  owns  part  of  the  same  tract  and  has  deeds 
in  his  possession  showing  the  transfer  as  far  back  as 
Washington1 s  administration. 

rilbert  Howell  and  Paul  Reeves  built  and  operated  a  saw 
Gilbert  tt0,'eli  1  .  ]804  which  were  extensively 

mill  in  1803  and  ^  1  n  1  a  “.lb°lftei  these  mills  were 
patronized  for  <x  gooa  man^  y  n^.ar  Newark, 

built  and  dam  construe  e  wanted  the  dam  taken  out  of 

an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Muter.  called  a  meeting 

the  Creek  so  as  not  to  bothe-  his  do  ^  ^  askcd  the  ones 

at  the  school  house  and  tola  1  bxinging  action  in  the 

present  to  contribute  to  a  fun^for  th@  hat  but 

courts  for  the  removal  o  ■ fWld>  Paul  had  been  watch- 
found  it  impossible  to  that  Winters  was  going  to 

ing  him  in  silence  but  when  “ id  that  he  had  ten  dollars  for 

' him^to'prosecute  KS 

dam  a nd ^ the” d am^ s til N stay s ^ ther e  till  this  day. 


I 
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One  day  Blenezer  Smith  and  Daniel  Beckwith  were  out 
hunting  and  treed  a  hear  on  the  Reeves1  place.  The  animal 
climbed  a  white  wood  tree  of  immense  size  and  disappeared  in 
a  cavity  some  forty  it.  from  the  ground.  Several  shots  were 
firdd  into  the  opening  in  hopes  of  diverting  him  from  his 
retreat,  but  he  evidently  preferred  to  remain.  Smith  was 
left  to  watch,  while  Beckwith  went  to  V/elcher's  in  search  of 
an  axe  wherewith  to  fell  the  tree  and  invited  him  and  Cornice 
to  go  along  with  him.  They  found  all  quiet,  and  began  to 
chop  into  the  trunk.  They  had  not  more  than  half  cut  the 
treen  when  Bruin  became  dissatisfied  and  crawled  out, 

Beckwith  stepped  back,  rested  his  rifle  upon  a  sapling  and 
following  the  sharp  report,  the  bear  fell  like  a  stone,  shot 
dead.  Beechnuts  were  plenty.  The  animal  was  very  fat  and 
the  carcass  being  divided,  was  taken  to  the  cabins,  cooked 
and  eaten. 


Paul  Reeves  was  minus  a  thumb  on  his  left  hand.  He  was 
at  work  one  day  raising  a  barn  and  was  fitting  a  mortice  in 
place  of  a  heavy  upright  timber  when  it  slipped  and  smashed 
his  thumb.  He  pulled  it  out,  looked  at  it  and  remarked  that 
it  was  going  to  be  a  bad  thumb.  Then  he  picked  up  his  broad 
axe,  laid  his  thumb  on  a  solid  timber  and  amputated  it^  The 
first  blow  left  ragged  edges  eo  he  trimmed  the  loose  skin 
with  two  more  light  strokes,  vrraoped  it  up  in  a  cloth  and  went 

back  to  work. 

The  following  account  of  the  construction  of  the  Bast 
Palpiyra  Presbyterian  Church  was  published  in  o  re  of  the  . 
town  papers. 


Paul  Reeves,  an  experienced  workman,  was  to  have  charge 
of  the  framing.  He  set  theraen  to  work.  They  lined  and  count¬ 
er  hewed,  he  laid  his  square  on  the  timbers,  measured  and 
scratched  the  morice  and  tenons.  He  told  his  men  there  was 
no  way  out.  It  would  be  laid  out  by  the  square  rule.  It  was 
the  first  time  the  square  rule  had  been  hQard  of  among  the  log 
houses.  The  men  said  impossible.  The  timber  would  rot  be- 
fore^raised.  The  building  was  framed  in  the  month  of  June, 
the  weather  was  warm  with  no  spring  near  by.  A  spring  near 
where  the  New  York  Central  depot  now  stands  in  Bast  Palmyra 
offered  the  best  water.  A  jug  was  filled  as  often  as  emptyea 
for  the  carpenters.  They  said  it  was  lovely.  A  hundred  and 


(N25) 


thirty  men  were  necessary  to  raise  the  frame,  they  responded 
to  a  man.  The  fourth  of  July  was  the  day  set  to  raise. 

The  timbers  were  put  together,  every  mortice,  every  tenon  was 
perfect,,  every  joint  was  square.  It  was  the  first  frame  in 
Western  New  York  laid  out  by  the  square  rule.  It  was  raised 
without  accident.  Master  Paul  completed  at  the  raising  his 
part  of  the  work.  Gilbert  Howell  was  placed  in  charge  or  the 
joined  work. 

Two  thousand  oak  roof  boards  were  nailed  on,  shingled 
with  hemlock  shingles,  four  thousand  clapboards  planed,  two 
thousand  ft.  of  oak  flooring  planed  and  matched.  Window 
frames,  doors  and  sashes  were  all  made  by  hand.  Por  seats, 
round  logs  twenty-three  inches  high  with  limbs  pinned  on  top. 
They  were  seats  for  a  hard  working  community  on  a  warm  sum¬ 
mer  day  to  listen  to  a  long  winded  sermon. 


Paul  Reeves  was  drafted  to  serve  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
circumstances  being  such  that  his  business  would  not  let  aim 
go  he  hired  a  substitute  who  never  cam°  back  alive. 

In  1816  he  removed  to  Williamson  selling  out  his  interest 
on  Mud  Greek  and  started  the  erection  of  a  saw  mill  and  a 
grist  mill  on  the  ridge,  one  mile  wedt  of  town.  They  were  in 
operation  the  rest  of  his  life  and  when  he  died  Stephen  Reeves 
his  son,  continued  the  business. 


Vk 


Stephen  Reeves,  son- of  Paul  Reeves,  was  born  in  Newark, 


•k  N.  'if.  June  25,  1797  . 
father  in  1816,  and 
place,  which  compris 
ridge.  He  sawed  a 
in  the  dwellings  of 
wanted  a  pair  of  boo 
sled  with  tan  bark  a 
load  for  a  pair  of  b 
journey. 


He  removed  to  Will 
inherited  the  estate 
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Josiah  Reeves  FI 

Josiah  Reaves  (FI)  son  of.  Capt.  Paul 
Bethia  -  -  -  was  a  member  of  the  New  York 
1798  to  1805*  He  was  sheriff  of  Suffolk 
also  from  1815  to  1819 , 


*  If-  *  ^  ^ 

Stephen  Reeves  P39  (1802  -  1870)* 

Stephen  Reeves  (F-34)  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  Y.  June 
25,  17  97,  He  was  the  son  of  Paul  Reeves  (825)  and  Sarah 
Ware , 
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Assembly  from 
Co.  1803  -  1812, 
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His  first  wife  was  Harriet  Alexander,  born  1802  ana 
died  1827.  Stephen  and  Harriet  had  two  children, 

Rdwin  Pi ancis ( (&55)  born  182  2,  died  1899, 

Dr ..  Lyman  £ndr.ew/ (056)  born  1824,  di^d  r  9 


$ is  se co nd  w  if? '  w^.s.'T ahoy  R ic 
1870.  Stephen  and  Nancy  had  eighth 'children, 

'* William  Paul  (057,  b.  July  5,  1329,  -  d 
*Hiram  A.  )0b3) ,  b.  Jan.  8,  1833,  -  d.  1362 

*  John  Newton  (059)  b .  Sept,  19,1834,  d~  1698. 

*  Charles  F .  (060)  b.  Dec.  23,  1835,  -  d. (Civil 

War. ) 

Ruth  Ann  (06X)  b.  Aug.  7,  18  37,, -d?—  t  _ 

*Lucy  Sophia  (062)  b.  Cct.'lo,  1-84  0-,  -  d .  1912 


*  -r 


Sarah  R.  (u63)  b,  April  20,  18a0,  -  d,1854 
I$ary  Moriah  (a64)  o,  March  31,  184  2,  d  - 


Stephen  moved  to  Williamson,  N.  Y,  in  1816  with  his 
father  and  later  inherited  his  father1 s  estate,  which  com¬ 
prised  about  150  acres  on  eachside  of  th °  ridge  road  in 
Williamson.  He  died  in  1867  in  ’Williamson,  n.  Y .  and  is 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery,  in  the  east  part  of  Williamson 
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Stephen  Beeves  G30  (1825  -  1910) 


Beeves,  Stephen,  born  in  Bast  Palmyra,  Aug,  21,  1825,  is 
the  oldest  of  twelve  children  of  Howell  and  Phoebe  J. 
(Howell)  Reeves,  he  a  native  of  Past  Palmyra,  ’  : 4  born  in 
June  1797,  and  she,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  July  19, 
1803,  The  grandfather  of  the  subject  was  Hlias  Reeves,  a 
native  of  SOuth  Hampton,  born  in  1762,  He  came  to  palmyra 
in  1792,  where  he  died.  His  wife,  was  Bunice  (Howell) 
Reeves.  Howell  Reeves  was  educated  in  the  common  schools . 
He  came  to  liar  ion  in  1837,  and  settled  on  a  farm  now  owned 
by  subject,  where  he  died  Oct,  7,  1865,  and  his  wife  died 
Sept,  13,  1876.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  educa¬ 
ted  in  Marion  Academy,  has  followed  farming  and  owns  eighty 
acres  of  land.  He  enlisted  in  1862  in  Co.  B,  9th  N.  Y. 
Artillery,  and  served  three  years.  He  was  at  Cold  Harbor, 
Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  and  Monocacy.  he  has  been  assessor 
twenty-five  years.  He  marri°d  Sept.  18,  1868,  Polly  Wil¬ 
liams,  widow  of  Alvan  Andrew,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Winchester. 

Mr.  Reeves  and  wife  have  had  two  sons,  Albert  H,,  a 
clerk  in  Rochester,  and  George  S.  4t  Home.  Mr.  Reeves  had 
three  brothers  in  the  Civil  War. 


(Above  copied  from  "Landmarks  of  Wayne  Co.,N.  Y." , 
part  III,  page  206.) 


*  *  *  ****** 


Fanny  Reeves  G36,  ( 18^3^-^  I  ) 

Fanny  Reeves  (G36)  was  born  April  10,  1836,  tivj  daugncsr 
of  Howell  Reeves  (F35) .  She  married  ValorujJUce  (son  of 
Josiah  and  Betsey  Bennet  Rice).  They  ha^d  children, 

^  Jud  s  on  R  ( H14 )  b  .  -  Id  6 6  — 

<H15>  *  •  -  ft  W  — 

H  Lucy  n  (HI 6)  b.-j^^A  — 

ried  Kerry  and  livcs  (  1922)  in  ren- 


Lucy  ( H16)  married  Kerry 

ton  Harbor,  Mich.  _T  v 

*  JudsanS.  Bice  lives  (1922)  inSodus,  t.  Y. 

„  <sr\  r"T""v4  lives  (1922)  in  South  Bend,  Ind . 

J*A  a  ■ 
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Joseph  Cunningham  Reeves  G-  38  (1840  -  1894) 
(From  History  of  Whiteside  Go,  Illinois), 


Joseph  C,  Reeves,  farmer,  section  20,  Hahanaman  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  son  of  Howell  and  Phebe  (Howell)  Reeves,  his 
father  a  native  of  New  York  and  his  mother  of  New  Jersey, 
They  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the  Empire  State,  They 
had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Stephen,  Hila,  David,  Amos 
Fanny  S.,  Joseph  C.  ,  Harlan  P,  and  Charles  E. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne  Go,,  N.Y. 
April  26,  1840,  and  obtained  his  education  at  the  common 
school  until  17  years  of  age  and  then  for  two  years  at  the 
Marion  Collegiate  Institute  in  Wayne  Co.,  N.Y.  In  the  fall 
of  1860  he  came  to  Whiteside  County;  taught  school  in 
Hahnaman  Township  the  following  winter,  and  the  next  autumn 
returned  to  Wayne  Co.,  N.Y. ,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting 
in  the  army.  He  enrolled  Sept.  19,  1861,  in  the  Eighth 
N.Y.  Cavalry.,  and  served  nearly  four  years,  being  in  abut 
60  general  engagements,  besides  numerous  skirmishes.  At  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks,  V a.,  in  April,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in 
the  neck  by  a  minie  ball,  which  incapacitated  him^for  further 
service,  and  he  remained  in  the  hospital  at  Washington  until 
the  clo^e  of  the  war. 


After  receiving  his  discharge  he  came  directly  to  White- 
side  County,  and  in  company  with  his  brother,  Amos,  purchased 
200  acres  of  land  in  Hahnaman  Township,  since  which  time  he 
has  resided  there,  with  the  exception  of  nearly  six  years, 
when  he  Jived  in  the  township  of  Tampico,  •  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  160  acres  on  section  20,  all  of  which  is  in  cul¬ 
tivation. 


Mr ,  Reeves  is  a  member  of  Samuel  G.  STeadman  Post, 

No.  401,  G.A.  R.,  has,  held  the  office  of  Township  Assessor 
one  year,  is  a  Republican'  in  his  political  views,  and  both 
himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


He  was  married  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Nov.  30,  18o9,  to 
Fanny  R*.  Brewer,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Clarrissa  (Hollifcer) 
Brewer  ‘  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  now  residing  in  Wash¬ 
ington’  D.C. Their  children  were  six  in  number,  and  named 
Mason  H. ,  Auren  S.,  Hiram  H.  ,  Marie  C.,  Fanny  R.  and  Daniel 


Howell  H.  was  born  aft^r  the  History  of  Whiteside  Go* 
was  printed.  In  1892,  Mr*  Reeves  sold  his  farm  and  moved 
to  Champaign,  Ill.  He  wa^  employed  in  the  Chemistry  De¬ 
partment  of  the  University  of  Illinois  until  his  death  in 
1894, 


When  Joseph  C„  Reeves  v/ent  south  with  the  8th  U.  Y. 
Cavalry,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  he  had  with  him 
a  Sterling  silver  hunting  case  watch  which  he  prized  very 
highly.  After  several  narrow  escapes  from  the  Confederates 
he  decided  to  send  his  watch  to  a  place  of  safety  by  one  of 
his  wounded  comrades  who  was  going  north.  This  comrade 
left  the  watch  at  the  Home  of  Hiram  Brewer  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  4i  and  B  streets  S.W,  ,  Washington,  D.C. 

Hiram  Brewer  and  his  family  had  moved  to  Washington  from 
Monterey,  Mass,,  some  years  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  While  the  general  sentiment  in  Washington  was 
in  favor  of  the  Confederacy,  Mr.  Brewer  was  a  staunch  aboli¬ 
tionist,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  voice  his  sentiments  ana 
convictions.  In  spite  of  threats  to  tar  and  feather  him 
and  ride  him  out  of  town  on  a  rail,  he  stood  his  ground  and 
his  home  became  a  rendezvous  for  the  soldiers  of  the  north. 

Mr.  Brewer  had  a  comely  daughter,  Prances,  who  was  no  less 
enthusiastic  for  the  cause  of  the  Union  than  her  fathe  r* 
Prances  and  her  friends  made  "havelocks”  for  the  northern 
soldiers  and  she  led  the  committee  that  delivered  them  to 
Colonel  Ellsworth  for  his  regiment  which  was  stationed  in 
Alexandria,  Va. 

Mr,  Reeves  called  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Brewer  after  the 
was  was  over  and  secured  his  watch.  It  so  happened  that  on 
the  day  Mr.  REEVES  called,  Mr .  Brewer’s  daughter  was  not  at 
home.  Mr.  Reeves  went  on  to  Marion,  N,  Y.,  and  after  a 
visit  with  his  people,  there,  continued  on  to  Illinois  where 
he  had  taken  up  a  homestead  oust  prior  to  the  Civil  War, 

His  farm  was  near  the  town  of  Tampico  in  Whiteside  Co.  About 
a  mile  from  the  farm  of  Joseph  Reeves  was  that  of  Auren  Brewer 
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a  son  of  Hiram  Brewer*  Two  years  after  the  close  of  the  * 
Civil  War,  Prances  Brewer  went  to  Illinois  to  visit  her 
brother,  Auren.  The  settlers  were  few  and  naturally  she 

,  V- 

met  Joseph  Beeves,  The  courtship  w as  short*  Prances* 
returned  to  Washington  -  Mr,  Reeves  followed  her  and  on 
November  30,  1809,  they  were  married. 

They  stopped  in  Marion,  N.  Y.  on  their  honeymoon  and 
then  went  to  Sterling,  Ill,  the  nearest  railroad  station  to 
Tampico  which  was  about  twelve  miles  away.  Their  plans 
miscarried  as  the  man  who  was  to  meet  them  in  Sterling  failed 
to  appear.  Mrs.  Reeves  refused  to  stay  in  Sterling  when  she 
learned  that  a  neighbor  of  her  husband  was  in  town  with  a 
lumber  wagon.  The  neighbor  consented  to  take  them  in  his 
wagon  and  they  started  on  the  twelve  mile  drive.  About  three 
miles  from  Mr,  Reeves1  farm,  one  of  the  horses  was  taken  sick 
and  the  neighbor  would  go  no  further,  Mr.  Reeves  and  his 
bride  finished  their  wedding  journey  on  foot,  walking  the 
last  three  miles  in  the  dark  through  the  black  Laud  of  the 
prairie  road. 

*  *  *  * 


Edwin  Prances  Reeves  G  55  (1822  -  1899) 

Edwin  Prances  Reeves  (G  55)  was  born  in  Williamson,  N.Y. 
February  11,  1822,  the  son  of  Stephen  Reeves  (F39)  and  Har¬ 
riet  Alexander.  He  married  in  1848,  Catherine  Johnson.  They 
had  four  children, 

Prances  Lyman  (H32)  b.  1850  -  d, 

Ida  Paulina  (H33)  b.  1852  -  d.  1919 
Jay  Edwin  (H34)  b,  1854 
Jennie  Catherine  ( H34-|-)  b,  1854 
Catherine  Johnson  died  in  1854,  Edwin  Prances  Reeves  mar- 
rie  d  for  his  second  wife,  Sarah  A,  Hodges,  in  1856,  They  had 
two  children, 

Dr.  William  C.  (H35)  b  1857 
Charles  S.  (H36)  b.  1860  -  d.  1922 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Edwi el  Prances  and  his  brother, 
Lyman  A  ,  (G56)  who  was  then  fourteen, ran  away  from  home. 
Edwin  became  a  builder  chiefly  at  mason  work.  He  went  to 
CHicago  in  184  3.  He  bought  the  land  "here  the  Palmer  House 
now  (1922)  stands  and  sold  it  for  only  $125, 


. 


From  1848  to  1861,  he  carried  on  the  business  of  contractor 
and  builder  in  BLGIH,  ILL.  He  then  proceeded  by  wagon 
across  the  continent,  arriving  in  Sacremento,  California, 
August  11,  1861o  In  June,  186-3,  he  sailed  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  Nicaragua,  going  from  there  to  Cuba. 

After  the  great  fire  in  CHICAGO  in  1871,  he  became  one  of 
the  leading  contractors  who  restored  the  city  to  its  great¬ 
ness.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  that  work  until  1875, 
when  he  "retired"  from  business.  He  erected  many  of  the 
best  buildings  in  both  Chicagoand  Clgin,  Ill.  The  Times 
Bldg*  on  5th  Ave ,  in  CHICAGO  was  among  the  many  examples 
of  his  skill.  He  was  Mayor  of  Blgin,  Ill.,  in  1876*  He 
was  a  man  of  extensive  knowledge,  decided  convictions,  ex¬ 
cellent  business  ability  and  accumulated  considerable  proper¬ 
ty.  He  died  in  Bigin,  Ill.,  on  his  birthday,  February  11, 
1899. 


sjc  >fc  ****** 

Lyman  Andrew  Reeves  G56  »  (1824  -  ) 

Lyman  A.  Reeves  (G56)  was  born  in  182$  the  son  of 
Stephen  Reeves  (P39)  and  Harriet  Alexander  He  married 
Appilona  Hooker.  They  had  no  children  of  their  own  but 
adopted  one  -  Hida  -  -  - 

Lyman  A.  was  a  practicing  physician  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
Later  he  moved  to  Kansas,  where  he  arh  his  wife  both  died. 


*  *  ****** 

William  Paul  Reeves  G57  (1829  -  1883) 

William  Paul  Reeves  was  born  July  5,  1829.  He  served 
in  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  on  September  8,  1861  in  Co .  C 
8th  N.  Y.  Cavalry.  He  was  promoted  to  Sergeant.  He  was 

discharged  June  27,  1865. 

William  ?.  had  four  wives,  His  third  wife  was  Sarah 
Draper  Rice,  widow  of  JudsonRice,  who  waw  killed  in  the 
Civil  war,  Judson  Rice  was  a  son  of  Josicih  Rice  anr  ne  sey 
Sennet  Rice  of  Sodus,  II.  Y.  William  P.  and  Sarah  had  a  son 

Judson 

William  P.  marri-d  Kittie  Lamb  for  his  fourth  wife. 


**  ****** 
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Hiram  A.  Reeves  G58  (1833  -  1862) 

Hiram  A.  Re~ves  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  War 
from  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  He  died  in  April,  1862,  He  was  a 
son  of  Stephen  Reeves  (R59) , 

*  *  sje  *  s|«  sfc  * 

Capt ,  John  Hewton  Re-ves  -  G59  (1834  -  1898) 

John  He  (G-59)  was  horn  Sent  ember  19,  18  34  in  Williamson, 
N,  Y «  ,  and  died  in  GARDBN  CITY,  HAS,  in  1898,  He  married 
Bmeline  3.  Childs  of  Hudson,  Mich.,  in  1866,  They  had  thre- 
children, 

Myra  We  (H42)  b.  April  26,  1870  -  d 
Je  Armine  (H43)  b.  Sept,8,  1873,  -  d 
Alberta  (H44)  b.  Nov,  29,  1883 

John  N.  (G59)  attended  school  at  the  school  'west  of 
Williamson,  H,  Y.  on  the  ridge  road.  In  his  early  I  if0  he 
became  interested  in  debates  and  town  meetings,  and  soon 
became  a  proficient  public  speaker,  Wayne  County  History 
tells  of  the  active  mart  he  took  in  addressing  public  meet¬ 
ings.  (’’Flag  Raisings”)  just  before  the  Civil  War.  He 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co,  C  8th  F.  Ys  cavalry.  He  was 
promoted  '  .to  Captain.  He  was  discharged  on  Jure  27, 
1865.  He  went  to  Bigin,  Ill.  just  after  the  Civil  War. 

On  his  way  home  to  Williamson,  U.  Y.,  he  stopped  off  at 
Wheatland,  Michigan  to  visit  his  mothers  sister  (Roxanra 
Rice  White )  and  while  there,  he  m^t  Braeline  U,.-  Childs,  of 
Hudson,  Michigan,  whom  he  married  in  1866.  They  went  to 
Williamson,  H,  Y,  and  soon  after  John  H.  Revbs  was  appoint¬ 
ed  "collector”  at  Rutneyvill?,  Ii.  Y. 
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Ruth  Anna  Reeves  G61  -  (1837  - 
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Ruth  Anna  (G61)  was  born  August  87,  1837.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Johathan  VI.  Alger  who  was  born  April  25,  1837.  They 
now  (  1922)  live  In  Douglass,  Hansas.  They  had  three  child- 
ren, 

Anna  Blizabeth  Alger  (H45)  b.  June  18,18S&-  d. 

Charles  Reeves  .alger  (K40)  b.  Sept.  25,  1867  -  d. 

Bthel  Tracy  Alger  (H47)  b.  Oct.  23,  1876  -  d. 


: 
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Lucy  Sophia  Beeves  -  G62  (1838  -  1912) 

Lucy  Sophia  Reeves  was  born  in  Williamson,  N.  Y,,  Oct, 
15,  1838,  the  daughter  of  Stephen  Reeves  (F39)  and  Nancy 
Rice.  She  married  November  4,  1866,  James  E.  Alger  who  was 
born  August  20,  1834.  They  had  three  children, 

*Grace  (H48)  b. 

**Tracy  (H49)  b, 

**Dw ight  ) H50 )  b. 

*Grace  married  Prank:  Johnson  and  in  19  22  they  lived  in 
Douglass,  Kansas. 

**Tracy  and  Dwight  died  some  years  previous  to  1922, 

Lucy  Sophia  (Reeves)  Alger  died  February  13,  1912,  and 
is  buried  in  Douglass,  Kansas, 

James  E.  Alger  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Civil 
WAR  in  March,  186  6.  He  died  in  Douglass,  Kansas  on  June 
•  10,  1915.  James  and  Lucy  Alger  were  charter  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Douglass,  Kansas. 

Lucy  had  a  good  education  and  was  a  school  teacher  for 
five  years. 


Mary  Mariah  Reeves  G64  (1842  -  ) 

Mary  Moriah  Reeves  was  born  March  31,  1842,  the  daugpiter 
of  Stephen  Reeves  (F39)  and  Nancy  Rice.  She  married  Walter 
H.  Douglass.  They  had  four  children, 

Millie  ( H51) 

Earl  (H52) 


Walter  H.  Douglass  enlisted  September,  1861,  in  Co.  C 
of  the  8th  N.  Y.  Cavalry.  He  was  promoted  to  Corporal.  He 
v/as  discharged  June  27,  1865,  He  was  a  Captain  in  the 
Spanish  American  War. 
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tf^mes  Dupha  Reeves 


871  (1844  _  1915) 
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mill  er  by 


J7  p^s***-.  o«.n? ; »  .  . 

January  7„  l£l±4.  Ke  is  a  farmer  ana  merchant 
occupation.  On  October  8,  1867,  he  married  Alice  R. 
Welcher  of  his  native  town  and  they  have  eleven  children. 


1.  R*  Newell 

(H59) 

6. 

Maftha  A. 

( H64 ) 

2.  Ida  A. 

(  H60) 

7. 

J.  Herve 

(H65) 

3*  Glen  B. 

( H61 ) 

8. 

Alice  A, 

(H66) 

4.  Della  M. 

(H62) 

9. 

Paul  D. 

(H67) 

5.  Mary  A. 

( H03) 

10. 

Park  M, 

(H68) 

11. 

Ruth  N. 

(H69) 

"Mr .  Reeves  father,  James  H«  (P40)  was  born  in  Palmyra. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  day,  was  a  miller  and 
a  farmer.  He  married  Cordelia  A.  Adams  of  tha  town  of 
Williamson,  and  they  had  eight  children. 


1.  Simeon  5* 

2.  Peter  6. 

3.  Mary  7, 

4.  Martha  J.  8. 


Dupha  (died  in  infancy) 
Ramond  J. 

Dupha 

George  (died  in  1830) 


"Mr.  Reeves  grandfather,  Paul  Reeves  (325)  was  born  on 
Long  Island  in  1780.  He  married  Sara  Ware  of  Delaware 
County  and  located  in  East  Palmyra  before  1800. 

"At  this  time,  Garnargwa  Creek,  generally  known  as"Mud 
Creek  was  a  navigable  stream.  His  grandfather  (Paul)  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  from  the  Legislature  to  erect  a  dam  on  that 
stream  which  was  completed  by  him  and  Mr*  Reeves  father 
(James  H.)  in  1802  at  the  place  known  as  Mid  Mills  in  early 
times  but  more  recently  Excelsior  Mills,  His  grandfather 
sold  out  the  mills  at  Mid  Creek  in  1814,  went  to  Williamson 
and  erected  another  mill.  The  ancestry  of  this  family  is 
English  and  Welch." 

(Above  copied  from  "Landmarks  of  Wayne  Co*,  Nh  Y.) 

******** 


Joseph  Mason  Reeves  H  18  (1872 


Joseph  Mason  Reeves  (H18)  was  born  near  Tampico,  Ill¬ 
inois,  November  26,  1872.  He  took  a  competitive  examina¬ 
tion  and  was  appointed  to  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  in  September  1890.  While  at  the  Naval  Academy 
he  played  right  tackle  on  the  Navy  team.  He  also  rowed 
on  the  Navy  crew.  Since  graduating  from  the  Navy  Academy 
hehas  served  on  many  of  the  warships  of  the  United  States 
Navy. 


Mr.  Reeves  was  Junior  Engineer  ofiicer  on  the  U.S.S. 
"Oregon"  from  the  time  of  her  commission  until  after  the 
Spanish  American  War.  His  letters  written  during  the 
Oregon’s  trip  around  South  America  and  oast  before  and 
after  the  Battle  of  Santiago  are  very  interesting.  He 
was  sent  on  board  the  "Cristobal  Colon"  as  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  prize  crew  when  that  ship  surrendered.  He  com¬ 
manded  the  first  electrically  driven  ship  ("Jupiter")  of 
tJhe  U.  S.  Navy  during  her  trial  trips  and  his  enthusiastic 
endorsement  of  electricity  as  a  motive  power  had  much  to  do 
with  the  adoption  of  the  electric  drive  for  battleships  in 
the  Navy. 

Joseph  Reeves  wav;  in  command  of  the  battleship  "Kansas" 
during  the  World  War,  engaged  mainly  in  convoy  duty.  After 
the  War,  he  was  stationed  in  Rome,  Italy  as  Naval  Attache 
to  the  United  States  embassy. 

He  has  been  entertained  by,  and  entertained,  the  Kings 
of  England,  Italy,  and  Belgium,  and  the  President  of  France . 
He  has  also  been  decorated  with  several! oreign  orders  as 
well  as  by  Congress, 

In  1896,  he  married  Eleanor  Watkins,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Watkins,  Editor  of  the  New  York  Sun.  They  have  three 
children, 

Ruth  Drury, 

Joseph  Mason,  Jr., 

William  Cunningham 
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Harley  'id son  Reeves  H19  (1874 


Harley  ids  on  Re  ves  (H19)  was  born  near  Tampico, 
Illinois,  March  21,  1874.  He  took  a  competitive  exam¬ 
ination  and  won  a  scholarship  to  the  University  of  Illi¬ 
nois  in  September.’.  1891.  While  at  the  University,  he 
played  football  on  the  Illinois  team  (end  position)  and 
held  the  oosition  of  Major,  the  ranking  cadet  officer  of 
the  University  Military  Forces.  ^ 


A  number  of  years  after  he  graduated,  Mr.  Pillsbury, 
Registrar  of  the  University  said  he  remembered  "H.  U. Reeves 
as  a  man  who  could  play  football  and  make  95  in  Calculus. u 


Mr.  Reeves  graduated  in  Civil  Engineering  from  Illi¬ 
nois  in  1895  near  the  head  of  his  class.  Later,  he  was 
invited  to  return  and  become  a  charter  member  of  Tau  Betta 
Pi,  the  honorary  engineering  fraternity  which  was  formed 
the  year  after  he  graduated. 

The  first  year  after  he  graduated,  he  spent  in  teach¬ 
ing,  then  for  a  year  and  a  half,  he  was  engaged  in  Social 
Settlement  work  at  the  Northwestern  University  Settlement 
House  in  Chicago  Ave.,  in  Chicago,  Ill. 

He  then  enlisted  as  a  private  in-  Co.  B,  3rd  Regiment, 
of  Volunteer  engineers  U.S.A.  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Spanish  War.  He  was  rapidly  advanced  to  Corporal,  Ser¬ 
geant,  First  Sergeant,  and  then  received  a  commission  as 
Lieutenant.  When  he  was  made  Lieutenant , the  men  of  Co.  B 
presented  nim  with  a  beautiful  sword  engraved  with  their 
compliments*  He  went  to  Cuba  where  he  was  takexi  sick  wL  th 
malarial  fever. 

After  the  Spanish  War,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  whse 
he  was  employed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  as  engineer  in 
charge  of  construction  work  on  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
Canal . 


He  is  still,  (1924)  in  the  employ  of  the  U.S. Government 
in  charge  of  engineering  work  on  the  Mississippi  River  acove 
Davenport,  Iowa.  He  has  written  and  had  published  several 
engineering  articles. 

He  is  as  much  a  pioneer  in  the  realm  of  thought  as 
some  of  his  ancestors  were  in  the  wilderness  of  a  re  w  coun¬ 
try.  There  isn* t  a  social,  political,  or  economic  prob¬ 
lem  that  he  hasn!t  considered  carefully  and  form-d  his  own 
conclusions  abouu,  In  other  words,  H.G.  Wells  haa  his  type 


in  mind  when  he  wrote  the  following: 

"The  moot  fundamental  fact  about  youth  is  its  inde¬ 
pendence  of  its  elders  and  the  past.  That  is  what  it  is 
for.  The  generation  that  wanted  to  repeat  the  proceed¬ 
ing  generation  would  not  be  birth;  it  would  be  life 
stuttering*  -  --  By  virtue  of  the  rebellious  vitality  in 
our  youth  this  world  of  mankind  lives  on  and  dees  not  die 
and  freeze  into  a  monument  to  its  founders*1’ 

The  following  is  quoted  from  a  letter  written  by 
H ,E ,  Reeves  to  his  brother,  Howell  H*  towards  the  close 
of  the  "World  War"  and  indicates  his  attitude  on  some  of 
the  more  important  questions  of  the  day. 

"Have  you  heard  anything  more  about  Mason1 s 
transfer  to  Washington5^  I  will  try  to  write 
him  soon  -  meant  to  have  done  so  before  now. 

I  imagine  he  would  like  to  have  seen  the  sur¬ 
render  of  the  German  fleet.  It  must  have  been 
quite  a  spectacle.  The  end  of  the  war  came 
rather  suddenly  didn’t  it?  It  must  have  been 
rather  aggravating  to  the  pro- war  shout ers  who 
were  determined  that  it  should  be  only  another 
German  "trick"  or  "peace  offensive”  to  find 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Germans  were  just 
as  determined  that  it  should  be  peace  and  not 
only  real  peace  but  permanent  peace_  if  they  had 
the  power  to  accomplish  it.  We  now  come  to  the 
real  test,  the  supreme  test  of  whe ther  we  have 
won  the  war  or  lost  it.  Internally  this  test 
will  find  its  expression  in  deciding  whether  we¬ 
ar  e  to  continue  in  the  path  of  social  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  industry,  or  revert  backto  the  policy  of 
individual  exploitation,  and  externally  in  decid¬ 
ing  whether  we  are  touse  our  large  influence 
and  great  power  in  feeding  ana  developing  an 
inflamed  nationalism  largely  for  our  own  aggran¬ 
dizement  or  whether,  through  a  "Leage  of  Nations" 
we  use  this  influence  and  power  in  helping  to 
lead  the  world  into  the  paths  of  peace,  away  from 
the  causes  which  make  for  war,  and  help  to  estab- 
lich  and  recognize  the  principle  of  common  interest 
and  universal  brotherhood.  Wilson  seems  to  be 
taking  a  stronger  and  clearer  position  bn  these 
questions.  The  League  comes  first,  and  if  he  can 
aid  ih  accomplishing  it  by  attending  the  peace  con¬ 
ference  let  him  go  by  all  means." 

t 

In  November  1901,  H.  E.  Reeves  married  H&len  Nowers  of 
Atkinson,  Illinois,  They  have  one  child, 

James  Edson  Reeves  (125) . 


■ 

■  , v/  :".V 


I 
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Frances 


Steadman  'Reeves  H21  (1884  - 


) 


dear 


Frances  Steadman's  mother  and  father  were  very 
„  .  0  T  rx  Ppeves  (G38)  and  Mrs.  Reeves. 

jLle  steadnan  died  when  Frances  was  about  ten- months  old 
and’^-s!  Roeves'took'  Frances,  bringing  her  up  as  her  own 

child  . 

graduate  of  Central  High  School  of 

Washington,  D.  C.  She  had  two  'course . 

the  University  of  Illinois  ana  secretary  to 

She  has  been  instructor  in  a  business  eolleg.,  -  y 

the  Dean  oi  the^Colleg  -  o  -  -  &r  of  the  aistribu- 

tLnofthe’moUon  pieties  of  the  General  Metric  Company, 

Schenectady,  U,  Y. 


Frances  is 

D. 


*  *  * 


*  *  *  *  * 


Francis 


Lyman  Reeves  H32  (1850  -  1899) 


Francis  I^n  ^H3|>  (gIIRb^  engine 

t  Johnson)  Reeves.  ^  He  died^in  Blgin  in  1899.  he  married 
Kate  Kizer  who  died  in  Chicago  m 

irate  married  for  her  second  husband,  H.  S.  Moore,  wno 
Kate  marnea  icx  ^  0ld  men  at  d60 

in  19  22  was  Manager  of  the  Ring  riome 
Fast  Garfield  Blvd . ,  Chicago. 

*  *  *  ****** 

Ida  Paulina  Reeves  H33  (1852  -  1919.) 

Ida  Paulina  «H33)  was  Dorn  in^lgin^IXUnois.Jn 

1852,  the  daughter  ox  ndv/i-  *  ghg  wag  married  to  Edward 

Catherine  (Johnson)  Re.  v  e.  .  tl  ^au^hter  who  was 

m  '  han^erfield.  They  haa  a  little  aau0u</e 

burned  to  death  while  playing  near  a  fire. 

Ida  died  in  Elgin  in  1919.  Her  husband  had  died 
pr  eviou  sly . 


******** 


1 


Jay  Edwin  Beeves  H34>  (1054  - 


) 


Jay  Edwin  Beeves  (H34)  was  born  in  1854  (twin  of 
Jennie)",  the  son  of  Edwin  Francis  Beeves  (G55).  He  mar¬ 
ried  Nellie  Curtis.  They  had  one  child, 

Clinton  Curtis  Beeves  (1898  -  191/) 


Jay  and  Nellie  lived  (1932)  in  the  old  Beeves  Home, 
21  Villa  Court,  Elgin.  Jay  is  a  lawyer  in  Chicago. 

Clinton  Curtis  died  of  pneumonia  February  19,  1917, 
aged  25.  He  had  a  wife  Jennie  Beeves. 


******** 

Jennie  Catherine  Beeves  H34ir  (1854  -  ) 

Jennie  Catherine  Beeves  (H34f-)  was  born  in  1854 
(twin  of  Jay  Edwin)  the  daughter  of  Edwin  Francis,  (nob). 

She  married  Cyril  A.  Hurseell.  They  lived  (1922) 
in  Cardiff  by  the  Sea,  near  San  Diego,  California. 

*  *  ****** 

Dr.  William  C.  Beeves  H35  (1857  «  ) 

William  C.  Beeves  was  born  in  1857,  the  son  of  ndwin 
Francis  Beeves  (0 55);,  and  Sarah  A.  Hodges. 

He  marridd  Ella  -  ,  a  catholic.  William  C.  was 

a  physician. 

**  ***  *** 


Charles  S.  Beeves  H36  (1860  -  1922) 

Charles  S.  Reeves,  (H36)  was  born  in  1860  the  son 
of  Edwin  Francis  Reeves,  and  Sarah  A.  Hodges.  He  was  a 
lawyer  and  died  of  pneumonia  October  26,  1922,  in  iacoma, 
Washington,  where  he  had  lived  for  many  years. 

******** 


1 


Ann  Elizabeth  Alger  H45  (1866  - 


) 


Ann  Elizabeth  Alger  was  born  June  18,  1866  She  mar¬ 
ried  Charles  W.  Thomas  on  March  28,  1885.  HThey  have  t are? 

Claude  Wesley  Thomas  (142)  b.  Jan.  11,  1886, d.  1919. 
Winnifred  THomas,  (143)  b.  June  1,  1892 
Faye  V.  Thomas  (144)  b.  Jan.  8,  1897 


******** 


Charles  Reeves  &lger  H46  (1867  *> 


Charles  Reeves  Alger  ( H4  6}  was  born  September*  25, 
1867,  the  son  of  Ruth  Ann  Reeves  and  J.  V7*  Alger.  He 
married  Winnie  Reeves  (H40)  and  had  two  children, 

Ruth  (145) 

Chalres,  Heeves,Jr.  (146) 


*  *  ****** 

Claude  Wesley  Thomas  142  ~  (1886  -  1919) 

Claude  Wesley  Thomas  was  born  Jan.  11,  1886,  the  son 
of  Ann  Elizabeth  Alger  (K45)  and  Charles  W.  Thomas.  he 
married  Edna  Stone.  They  had  two  children, 

Bell  Thomas  (J9) 

Claude  Thomas,  Jr.  (JIO) 


******** 


Winnifred  Thomas  143  (1892 


) 


Winnifred  Thomas  was  born  June  1,  B92,  the  daughter 
of  Ann  Elizabeth  Alger  (H45)  and  Charles  W.  Thomas.  one 
mafried  Martin  Nida,  on  June  26,  1918.  They  had  one 

C4lld’  Dwight  Hida  (Jll)  b.  May  1,  1919. 


•Jc 


Faye  V.  Thomas  144  (1897  -  ) 

Pave  V.  Thomas  was  born  January  8,  1897,  the  daugh- 
ter  of  Ann  Elizabeth  Alger  (H45)  and  Charles  W,  Thomas. 
She  married  Charles  Hut z ell  in  May,  1920. 


*  *  ****** 
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Letters 

of 

Joseph  Mason  Heaves,  U.S»N. 
to  his 
Mother 
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Sunday,  November  26,  1393 
U.Sc  Naval  Academy 
Annapolis,  Md. 


Dear  Mamma  and  All: 

Your  letter  and  Fred’s  which  you  enclosed  came  today.  I 
will  send  Fred’s  back  in  this.  It  certainly  was  a  good  letter.  I  hardly 
think  Fred  will  spend  Thanksgiving  with  you  from  what  he  wrote  me  sometime 
ago.  I  will  be  glad  when  our  struggle  next  Sat 4  is  over.  I  will  try  to 
’’brace  up”  then  in  several  respects  -  letter  writing,  studies  etc.  I  nav^ 
neglected  both  but  I  can’t  help  it.  I  wish  you  could  realize  how  I  feel 
but  you  can’t.  I  will  be  a  pretty  sick  fellow  if  we  lose  to  the  array  ^ 

There  will  be  thousands  here  to  see  the  game.  V/e  are  not  confident  out 
are  determined.  The  men  who  are  to  play  will  be  kept  aloof  from  the  West 
Pointers  until  they  meet  on  the  field.  I  guess  I  hadn’t  better  begin  on 
foot  ball  in  this  or  you  will  think  I  am  crasiy .  The  W.  of  V a.  oeat  our 
team  last  Y/ed.  12  to  0.  This  is  the  same  team  we  defeated  about  6  weeks 
ago  30  to  0.  They  have  braced  up  wonderfully  and  we  played  several  substi¬ 
tutes.  On  the  strength  of  this  defeat  our  enemies  in  Annapolis  are  betting 
that  Y/.P.  will  beat  us  13  points  and  that  we  will  not  score. 

I  am  real  sorry  about  Miss  Rose.  Am  waiting  for  you  to  write 
me  what  she  said.  Y/as  the  telegram  I  sent  you  marked  paid*.  I  sent  it  out 
by  a  messenger.  He  didn’t  know  the  rate  but  I  told  him  to  send  it  paid  ana 
I  would  pay  him  when  he  learned  the  rate.  I  haven’t  seen  him  since. 

No  Miss  Watkins  has  no  relatives  here.  Her  grandmother  used 
to  live  in  Annapolis  and  she  has  friends  here.  She  is  going  to  spend  all 
her  Thanksgiving  holidays  in  Annapolis.  Will  be  here  from  Tuesday  night 

until  Monday.  ,  _  .  , 

No,  Book  will  resign  next  June  I  think.  He  has  always  said 

so  anyway .  Has  3d  got  the  prob.  yet?  Ask  him  which  one  it  is?  You  say 
you  are  giving  advice  unsought.  You  are  not  at  all.  It  is  your  place  o 
advise  now  more  if  anything  than  before  and  I  want  you  to.  So  you  ih^nk 
it  best  for  me  not  to  telegraph  the  result  of  Deo.^ni.  Ibree  efp  M®. 
over.  Have  heard  from  one  Ship  Building  weeklies  ^.2  •  \  * 

average  3.11  3xam  2.22  Final  2.8  Rank  3  (2)  means  1  only  had  one  recitation 

that  week  and  that  mark  counts  half  weight.  I  made  an  unlucxy  eUo 
dav.  It  is  oretty  cold  here  but  is  pleasant .  I  hope  next  Saturday  will  bv 
a  n*ocd  day.  watch  is  a  beauty.  Hvery  cadet  that  sees  it  thinks  it  is  a 
Llsy!  There  isn’t  a  nicer  one  in  the  Ac a deny  and  there  aren’t  many  fellows 
that  wear  a  foot  ball  on  theirs.  Havanagh  is  sick.  He  went  to  the  hospital 
this  ^ornino*.  It  is  rumored  that  he  has  the  mumps .  If  it  is  so  we  may  as 
well  p*ive  uo  all  hope  for  next  Sat.  I  mast  go  to  work  on  sane  practical 
work  I  have  to  write  up  and  then  bone  for  exams.  Possibly  I  may  write  agein 

before  Sat.  Y/ith  love  to  you  all 

I  am  your  true  devoted  son 
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IT.  3  *  Naval  Academy 
Annap  oils,  Md • 

Bun.  night: 

* 

My  &$&r  Mamma  &  All: 

I  received  your  last  letter  Fri.  night  before  tho  gario  &  al 
though  I  have  felt  bad  all  the  time  about  playing  &  you  nox  tnoy- 


it  I  felt  much  worse  that  night 


se  that  nisrht  especially  aii-ur  .yu^  ouxu 
any  danger  “.of  my  playing.  Nearly  two  weens 


ter  you  said  you 


tra. 


rung 


table 


mg 

wonxored  if  there  was  ...  „  ...  . 

age  X  made  up  my  mind  to  play.  &  went  bach  co  che  .  , 

BQ3k  Havana  ah  &  I  only  knew  it,  Everyone  was  curious  but  .  o  .n 
out  nothing.  I  had  a  heavy  padded  cap  made  which  extended  ,\.o^n 
the  right  side  of  my  face  &  neck  &  out  on  my  r  o .  snoinaer.  ^ ^ 
looked  funny  &  made  me  conspicuous  on  the  field.  last  Mono. ay ^ 
Hartwell  saw  the  Supt.  to  secure  his  permission  for  me  to 
About  Nov.  1  he  issued  an  order  forbidding  my  playing.  ihe  ^upU 
referred  my  case  to  the  head  of  the  medical  dept.  ,  Dr.  v.al  oil. 

He  examined  me  &  reported  favorably.  Tues,  nigh*  I  playea  in  a 
practice  .game  &  also  Wed.  night.  I  wore  my . cap  &  played  a.  l  ( 
never  did  before.  You  should  have  seen  officers,  women  *  SirfS* 
were  crasv  over  me  &  almost  hugged  me.  McCormack,  our  runi. 


They 

end,  w as  knocked  out 
with 
on, 
very 
Wcl  nrc 


Tues. 


&  could  not  play 


C  r*.  f* 

b  *» 


Th  i  s 


left  me 


wao  ci.  u  VA-  - - —  —  ■*-  y  ,  ,  ,  ^  -i  e  _  ,5 

two  men 1 s  work  on  my  hands  for  the  sub.  was  not  to  bu  rail.  • 
J  can  never  describe  my  feelings  Fri«  night 

little  Friday  night.  Sat.  we  were  excused,  from  everything, 
etiued  signals  at  8:30  for  the  last  time.  Had  a  very  lignt 
lunch  at  11:15  &  immediately  after  it  a  last  telk^v.itn  our  w.cu. 
Prof.  Dashioll  of  the  II.  A.,  an  old  rootball  man  &  -no  on^  vho 
umpires  the  Yalo  Princeton  game  talked  to  us  &  got^uo  so  w-ron^h 
up  the  tears  just  ran  down  my  cheeks  &  every ^man  o^us  P 

his  mind  to  die  on  the  field  rather  than  be  aefeatea.  Eo 
"Men.  are  you  going  to  go  back  on  "Josh"  Hartwell  and  we  . 


^tana 


defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  army 


f 


Are  you  going  to  . . -  -  -  .  J  ,  ,  , 

No l  Hartwell  talked  to  us  &  I  tell  you  we  .)ust  had  to  win. 

There  could  be  no  defeat  for  a  team  with  the  spirit  of  ouis, 

Went  to  the  «ym.  at  12:20.  Stripped  &  every  man  lay  xl<..t  a 
mattress  &  was  rubbed  from  head  to  foot  with  clconol .  two  to 

went  onto  the  field  surround  by  thousands.  I  can  t  i  jmtc  , 
scene.  Wo  had  a  little  warming  up  worn  &  then  .1.  m  ^ 
the  toss  the  teams  lined  up.  r.  naa  the  ^-ll*  U 

to  the  side  linos  behind  a  crowd  &  put  on  my  helmbt  &  ohen  r„n 
out  to  my  place  amid  yells  of  Emmeline  Bullgine  Hushlir.s  Reeves 
f.  who  pi  avs  riant  tackle?  Bull  Beeves.  I  am  pi ou-  of  he  ■-  7 
team-proud  oftne  work  I  did.  I  played  the  game  of 
I  can't  describe  the  maddening,  desperate  cr^ne.  o.  thet  s..m- 
Every  time  the  ball  was  put  in  play  I  played  as  xhouan  it  wci 
be  the  last  act  of  my  life.  I  ycllou  at  the  top  o.  .  - 

through  the  game.  Vfhon  VI.  P.  had  the  ball  &  the  ins^nt.  the  tun 
back  itarted  to  give  signals  I  yelled  numbers  at  the  x.  cu  ..j 
voice  till  I  had  the  quarter  oacxc  so  rattled  ho  couldn  t  h^r 

r  a  erh t  signal,  v/hen  they  cropped  bacx  foi  a  flying  nuerici  cno. 

X  felled  play  before  it  was  time  &  the  center  would  snap  the  sail 
I  th"  quarter  fumble.  When  vie  had  the  ball  our  rallying  cry  was 
"Remember  the  navy  &  "Josh"  boys."  When  our  men  wore  running  vn# 
the  ball  we  would  yell  like  demons.  Vie  kept  encouraging  er.cn 


2 


/. 

Li 


other  hy  cur  rallying  cry  or  I  would  say,  "Hard  &  rr^n,  old 

Josh  Jar troll  hasn’t  coached  us  for  nothing.”  Everybody  help. 
Everybody  shove*  Pinch  the  ball.  Knock  your  man  °'/e]f*  1 

low*  We  played  a  kicking  game  &  every  time  Bagley  kickei  I 
v/as  down  the  field  under  it  like  a  deer  and  tackle^ 
back  like  a  demon*  After  I  had  tackled  him  twice  &  *.'[ 

about  £0  ft.  each  time  he  muffed  the  ball  &  I  was  on  11 -5k 

a  flash.  Oh,  how  the  thousands  thundered  &  how  the  gold  e, 
wavod  &  hats  wont  up.  Ho  muffed  3  times  during  the 
the  ball  twice .  I  fell  on  the  call  twice  on 
quarter .  There  b/asri’  t  a  time  that  Bagley  kicked 
nail  T.  P.’s  full  back  in  his  tracks  &  I  tell  you 


game 
fumble  of 


o 

CC 


I  got 
their 
that  I  didn’t 


I  ran  into  him 

with  the  full  momentum  of  my  176  lbs.  going  at  break  neck  opeep. 
You  read  the  papers.  I  will  send  you  some  as  soon  as  .  -  o 

any.  My  name  is  in  the  head  lines  of  the  H.  Y.  Bcrala. 

Clover  Tackling".  Score  1st  half  0  to  0.  The  next  half  .. 


in  15  min.  Hushed  them  steadily  back  to  their  6  yarn  lino.  Hg<= 
we  lost  on  4  downs.  W.  P.  tried  to  rush  it.  Q.  oacc  fumble a  a 
I  was  on  the  hall  like  a  cat.  We  lost  again  on  4  downs.  W.  P. 
to  rush  baj'i  lost  on  fumble.  McCowley  falling  oi  - 
of  their  line.  Kimball  on  rt.  half  went  through  me  for 
Sown.  Had  to  punt  out.  Bagley  kicked  a  very  hard  goXl. 
after  about  30  min.  of  desperated  work  got  a  touen  xov.n 


tried 
2  ft. 
touch 

VT  U 

••  •  a-  » 

right 


Ov 


r  o 

f  KJ  « 


Carson  their  Cap 


t . 


Sc 


full  back  tried 


between  go?al  pos  tu .  ^  - -  -  *  .  .  o. 

to  kick  goal  but  wo  got  him  so  rattled  by  charging  out  u 
8c  then  another  &  yelling  that  ho  made  a  most  awful  -izz 
more  to  Play.  Time  v/as  called  with  call  in  >•/.  P.  territory. 
Whenever"  a  man  was  hurt  which  was  pretty _  often  our  suds  would 

out  with  big  blankets 
Indians.  My  padded  cap  v/as 
called  the  Dr.  would  bathe 


one 
min, 

rus] 

throv/  around  us  &  we  would  walk  around  In 
terribly  hot  &  every  time,  time  was 
my  head  with  cold  water  &  swab  off  my 


:e 


face  with  a  sponge.  Th< 


referee  Vance  McCormack  of  Yale  &  umpire 

Irwin  of  Princeton  would  look  at  me  &  my  head  gear  in  ^  queer  w^ 
1  was  raising  thunder  all  through  the  gemo.  as  one _ paper  Sold 

Reeves  was  everywhere.  After  the  game  we  wor«  0SP?f0?a  A  ®ur 
field.  Then  we  rode  Hartwell  &  Dashiell  around  the  .1  eld  on  o 
shoulders.  I  was  a  hero.  Dozens  &  dozens  of  officer^,  worn 
ladies  I  never  rr^et  have  almost  hugged  me* 
has  told  me  tha1$  I  played  the 


says  I 
during 


won 
th 


e 


More  than  one  officer 
the  navy  8c  every  one 
the  verge  of  insanity 

x  wonder e Yak  the  time  at  my  recklessness  &  at 


star 


the  g^amo  for  the  navy, 
game* 


for 
I  was  on 


game 


save  my 


soul.  Every  second  ex- 

‘  ■  of 


SpfSefuJ  .t'fSLff-as  ikr  «• 

body,  br-'.in  .  Krai.  I  ““  W»»  »«".?  St  tSn. 

bed  in  the  game  from  my  condition  now  but  1  di  .  ,  t 

Onco  I  was  knocked  silly  by  a  terrible  blow  on  my  head  ri6ht 
through  the  pad.  It  was  on  the  leit  side  tnou?n  &  ii  n  P.-  “  • 

my  arm.  For  norfrly  5  min.  everything  was  a  wnirl.  do4h  hSt 

on  the  sido  lineps  &  among  the  navy  people  was  still  _s  de-th 
when  the  refere^  said  time  was  up  and  the  doctors  left  mo  A  I 
jumped  In  life  u. a  lively  as  ever  they  sent  up  one  t?r^  brUig»l’ 
Book  was  knocked  insensible  once  curing  the  go*®.  I  cm  „c 

&  sore  from  hoa-d  to  foot.  There  are  swollen 

big  as  your  fist  nearly.  Prom  my  knees  down  is  one  m-ss  V it‘ 

&  skinned  places,  I  must  have  sprained  one  ankle  a  not  knovn  1 
for  uls  swell  on  &  painful.  The  f  inger  that  was  pocked  out  of 
joint  is  swollefla  as  di6  as  rwo ,  jk-uw 


1 


-3- 


% 


&  lame.  I  can  hardly  move  without  groaning  hut  I  am  happy.  last 
night  I.  played  the  game  all  over.  I  was  yelling  &  cheering  our 
men  all  night.  Didn't  go  to  hed  till  about  3  A.M.  Slept  during 
forenoon.  Foot  bad  me  didn’t  have  to  go  to  church.  Uncle  H. , 
Martha,  Miss  Charlotte  Priest&  her  sister  saw  the  game  but  I  didn't 
see  them  at  all.  .Saw  Uncle  H.  just  a  second  as  I  came  from  gym. 

I  was  so  crazy  I  don't  know  what  I  did 


J,  *w>  u 


onto  field  for  2nd  half, 
say  to  him. 

She  was  on  the 
didn't 


College 


side 


Tugs 


noon. 


see 


the 


to 
so  had 
dinner 
Thur . 
though 


7/a tk ins  came  from  Bryn  Mawr 

lines  at  our  practice  game  hues,  night  but  I 
her  to  speak  to  her  till  I  went  after  her  to  take  her 
Thanksgiving  hop  Wed.  night.  I  could  only  stay  till  9:50 
to  let  some  one  else  take  her  home.  Had  an  invitation  to 
at  Mrs.  Waltons  whore  she  stays  for  Thanksgiving  dinner 
Of  course  I  had  to  decline.  I  spent  3  or  4  hours  there 
during  the  day.  'We  practiced  signals  nearly  all  day  Thur 


Friday  evening  I  saw  her  in  the  yard  &  had  a  walk*  You  see 
caution  about  my  being  excited  during  the  game  was  not  needed. 


your 


was 


as 


afraid 


that 


excited  as  any  one  could  be.  She  was 
I  was  going  to  be  killed  or  hurt  pretty  bad. 

to 


Reeves  was 


Miss  V/.  however 
before  the  game 

Mr.  Walton  asked  her  at  supper  Fri.  evening  who  would  take  her 
the  hop  Sat.  night  if  Mr.  Reeves  was  hurt.  Miss  W.  answered  as 
honestly  as  could  be  that  she  wouldn't  care  to  go  if 
hurt  &  she  didn’tthink  Miss  Stewart  ought  to  care  about  going. 

There  were  two  or  three  cadets  there  &  they  thought  it  was  a  pretty 
good  joke  on  her.  Miss  W.  was  tickled  &  pleased  enough  Sat.  nigh* 

I  was  so  bruised  I  couldn't  dance  but  she  didn't  object  to 
out  15  dances  out  of  20  with  me.  She  said  to  Miss  Stewart 
Waltons  that  Mr. Reeves  knocked  more  men  over  than  all  the  rest 
the  team.  She  is  as  firmly  convinces  as  any  one  that 
game  for  the  navy.  Today ( Sun.  )  I  spent  the  whole  P-.M 
dinner  at  Mrs. 


object  to  sitting 
&  the 


of 


I  wo n  .the 
in  town. 


Walton's  with  Miss  Stewart  who  stay: 


i  1  9 

there,  Miss 


rc\ 


Tool: 


Eleanor  W. 
out  also. 


&  her  sister  who 
Mon.  morn.  Miss 


suppose  she  will 
team  from  4  to  6 
to  stay  over  for 
a  reception  last 
1 at ions  to  Supt.  for 
down  to  the  game.  I 
till  not  say  you  are 
off  the  field  before 
of  love  to  you  all  I 


There  is 
this  P.il. 
it  but  I  am 
nischt.  The 


came  down  from  N. 
Eleanor  goes  back 
to  be  a  reception  in 
I  have  just  sent  out 


Y*  Gelm  &  Del any  were 


this  morning  or  I 


Boat  House  for  our 
a  noto  asking  her 
afraid  she  can’t.  The  Supt's  gave  us 
Sec.  of  Navy  sent  telegram  of  congratu- 


The  Asst.  Sec. 


Navy's  victory, 
v/ ill  send  you  accounts  of  the  game 
sorry  I  played.  I  almost  expected 
the  game  was  over  when  I  went  in. 
am  your  own  true  son. 

Mason* 


Me Ad oo 
&  I 


came 

hope  you 


to  be  taken 
With  lots 


01 

' 


U „ S ,  Naval 
Thursday 


Academy 
Deo .  7 , 18'9'3 


My  dear  Mamma 


I 


Mour  letter  was  received  yesterday  while  in  Sick  Quarters, 
was  put  in  the  hospital.  Tuesday  morning  &  got  today  but  am  still 
on  the  list.  There  was  nothing  serious  the  matter.  The  excitement 


Had 

clearly 


of  the  last  two  weeks  together^with  the  physical  and  nervous  strain 
of  last  Saturday  simply  won  me  out  &  I  had  to  have  a  rest 

quite  a  fever  Tuesday  &  chills  all  day*  I  couldnTt  third: 

My  head  was  bigger  than  a  baioon,  The  doctor  was  very  kind  to  me*^ 
Sent  me  up.  buttered  toast  eggs  &  milk  &  I  enjoyed  it.  I  don  tchm- 

I  could  have  eaten  anything  if  he  hadn’t  sent  up  what  he  did.  hav- 

anagh  &  Bookwalter  have  also  been  on  the  list  since  Tues.  but  not 
in  the  hospital  *  Book  was  so  sick  this  morning  though  that  he  was 
put  in,  I  saw  him  on  the  stairs  &  hardly  recognized  him  he  looked 
so  bad,  ICavanagh,  Book  &  I  worked  pretty  hard  Sat.  &  now  we  are 
heros.  It*  Commander  Ingersol  came  up  in  Sick  Quarters  to  see  me 
last  night  &  said  lots  of  nico  things*  In  fact  he  couj-dn  t  say 
enough,'  Every  one  says  I  won  the  game  Sat.  &  consequently ,  I  am 
the  general  favorite,  I  tell  you  you  can’t  realize  what  a  Qg-pqand .  ^  ^ 
victory  we  have  won  &  what  a  proud  thing  it  will  oe  through^  my  1ij.o 
in  the  navy  to  have  it  said  that  I  played  two  successive  years  on 
the  navy ’ s  victorious  team.  To  me  it  is  the  greatest  honor  to  be 
had  here.  Mr,  Ingersol  told  me  last  night  that  he  wished . I  d  have 
my  picture  taken  with  my  padded  cap  on  as  many  of  the  officers 
would  like  to  buy  it  of  the  photographer.  I  guess  I  told  you  the 
Supts,  gave  a  reception  to  both  teams  Sat.  night  after  the  g<_~mc » 

Mon.  night  I  wrote  the  ladys  of  the  Yard  gave^a  reception  in  the 
boat  house  to  the  navy  team*  There  was  no  drill.  The  whole  batall- 
ion  formed  a  hollow  square  with  the  team  inside  fi.e.  most  of  it; 

&  with  the  band  in  front  marched  to  the  boat  house. .  A  salute  was. 
fired  as  they  were  marching  down*  I  didn’t  march  with  the  batallion 
for  in  the  first  place  I  didn’t  want  to  and  then  Miss  Watkins  had 
said  she  would  stay  over  &  I  met  her  at  the  gate.  The  cadets  saw 
me  in  the  yard  as  they  marched  down  though  &  gave  my  yell  &  when  I 
sot  down  there  they  caught  me 


&  rode  me  into  the  ball 


room 


on  their 


shoulders.  There  was  lots  of  yelling  done  &  several  speeches  made.. 
First  was  by  Hartwell  &  he  spoke  of  the  team  and  different  players 
Sc  praised  all,  Cf  your  boy  he  said  -r~TTand  Reeves  who  hadn't  played 
a  game  of  foot  ball  for  over  a  month*  came  out  there,  when  there 
was  more  thhn  a  possibility  of  his  receiving  a  lixe  long  injury  _ 
and  played  the  best  game  on  the  field."  The  boat  house  was  crowded 
&  of  course  every  body  cheered  &  stamped.  I  kept  out  of  sight  tiu 
the  speaking  was  over.  .Tho  Supt .  &  commandant  spoke  also  I%crscx , 
Dr.  Boyer,  &  Paul  Dashiel,  '  The  commandant  Chester  said  the  players 
on  our  team  would  be  the  officers  of  which  the  navy  would  be  proud 
Sc  that  they  had  proven  thoir  metal  Sc  would  be  relied  on  in  the 


direst 


last  years  victory  was  nothing  in  comparison  to  this. 
Until  the  last  two  or  threo  days  no  one  expected  us  to  win.  I  will 
send  you  a  clipping  from  last  evenings  Capitol  (Annapolis)..  It  is 


danger, 
last 


fine . 


"Sol 


ba 


11 


"  is  Bagley.  Invitations  are  pouring  in  to  fo 
men  from  all  sides.  I  had  one  for  Wed.  P.IvI.  Of  course  I  couldn  ^ 
go  as  I  was  sick.  Have  one  for  dinner  Sun.  at  Mrs. .  Chaplain  dlarx 
One  next  Sat.  P.M.  at  Mrs.  Ensign  Hills.  I  told  you  I  had  one  for 
Thanksgiving  at  Mrs.  Waltons.  Sc  couldn't  go  &  had  one  for  Sun.  A  wen 

a. 

wante d  to 


lion,  evening  at  the  reception  Hr s .  Garst  sene  for  mo  ovi.ee. 


o 

meet 


t  Miss  Watkins 


MrQ 


r* 

vjr< 


irst  told  me  that  when  ever  I 


■■■  I 


..  .. 


had  any  friends  come  down  to  see  me  to  bring  them  around  to  call  on 
her  she  would  be  glad  to  see.  them.  Hiss  Eleanor  Ts  sister  is  a  very 
nice  girl.  DeLany  looks  out  for  her,  Miss  Eleanor  went  back  to 
college  Tuesday  morning  &  I  went  into  the  hospital.  Suspicious  co¬ 
incidence.- 


My 


exams 


,s  follows: 
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Ci 
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t  deme. 


You  have  my  marks  in  Naval  Construction  I  guess.  I  will  not 
be  flunked  now  in  anything  even  if  I  didn’t  bone  but  I  must  get 
around  and  bone  just  the  same.  Will  try  to  get  some  more  papers, 
lues,  morning  it  snowed  all  day.  Ground  is  covered  with  snov;. 

Oh  I  most  forgot  again.  My  present  from  lanham  w as  a  book,  Rep¬ 
resentative  Mew  by  Emerson.  Am  glad  Fred  carne  down  Thanksgiving. 
Lots  of  love  to  you  all. 


Your  loving  son,. 

Mason, 


Dec  ,  11,1893  •„ 
Naval  Academy 
Monday  evening. 


Near  Mamma r 


Your  letter  v/as  received  as  usual  Sunday  but  I  am  afraid 
mine  will  be  late*  I  spent  Tues,  &  7/ed.  of  last  week  in  the 
hospital  &  Thur.  on  the  sick  list.  Friday  I  went  back  to  duty 
but  was  not  very  well.  I  had  quite  a  fever.  Could  not  eat 


sent 


up  toast  eggs 


ec 


much.  Doctor  &  everyone  was  very  kind.  D2 
&  milk  for  me.  It.  Commander  Inger sol  came  up  to  see  me 
talked  real  nice.  Wanted  me  to  have  my  picture  taken  with  my 
cap  on 
am  just 


so  the 


officers  could  boy  it  from  the  photographer;  I 


beginning  to  feel  like  studying  again. 


My 


throat  is 

still  sore  &  I  have  a  cough  but  it  is  much  better.  send  you 
an  account  of  the  game  cut  from  the  Baltimore  Sun.  There  is 
a  short  account  of  the  Ball  that  night  on  the  other  side.  I 
have  sent  for  some  N.  Y.  Heralds  which  will  probably  be  here  to¬ 
morrow  at  the  latest.  My  hand  is  all  right.  The  finger  I  had 
knocked  out  of  joint  was  bad?y  swollen  &  pretty  sore.  I ^wouldn’t 
v/ear  splints  on  it  in  the  game  for  they  would  have  been  in  the 


Tell  Ed  you  just  bet  it 


was 


a  mighty  good 


thing  we  beat 


way.  _ _  „ - - -  -  -  w  ~  -  -  y  _ 

W.  P.  I  want  to  yell  &  tackle  somebody  every  time  I  think  of 
it.  Pop  is  just  right  about  it  all  W.  P’s,  Uncle  H.  &  all.^ 
Uncle  Harley  is  a  bigger  foot  ball  enthusiast  than  ever.  1 


aon!t  feel  very  sorry  for  W«  P«  the  way  they  talked  &^bragged 


before  the  game*  They  bet  3  to  1  they  would  beat  us  ^0  points. 

Sc  army  officers  offered  any  odds  whatever  we  couldn’t  score. 

I  hear  Carson  has  resigned  but  I  don't  believe  it,  I  tell  you 
I  wouldn’t  have  lost  my  nerve  Sc  played  the  kind  of  game  Carson 
played  for  my  commission  in  the  navy  or  anything  else.  There 
are  a  good  many  who  feel  sorry  for  the  W.  P.  who  couldn’t  kick 
the  goal.  Miss  77,  is  very  sympathetic  tender  hearted  &  she 
said  poor  fellow  &  asked  me  if  I  didn’t  feel  sorry  for  him  yet 
she  v/as  almost  crazy  because  we  won.  I  suppose  she  would  have 
cried  if  we  had  been  licked.  I  think  I  v/rote  you  the  middle  of 
the  week  so  you  know  she  stayed  till  Tues.  I  will  send  you  some 
parts  of  Martha’s  letters  about  foot  ball.  As  that  is  about  all 
she  has  written  for  some  time  you  w ill  have  all  the  new s. 
started  a  letter  to  Hose  last  Sat.  but  did  not  finish  it.  I 


hav< 


got 


1  will 


the 


face 


to  work  hard  for  I  am  away  behind  in  everything, 
get  a  2.5  whether  I  bone  or  not  because  no  officer  has 
to  post  me  but  I  want  to  savey  the  stuff  v/e  aro  honing.  Tell 
Ed  v/e  are  boning  some  math  now  for  him,  least  Squares.  Here's 
a  proh.  from  front  end  of  book,  A  domino  is  drawn  from  a  set  & 
a  pair  of  dice  is  thrown;  v/hat  is  the  chance  that  the  numbers^ 
agree?  I  went  over  to  Mrs.  Chaplain  Clarks  for  dinner  yesterday 
&° spent  most  of  P.M.  Had  an  invitation  for  tea  last  Wed. ,  an¬ 
other  Sat,  &  I  have  another  for  next  Wed.  I  didn't  go  last  V/ed. 
because  I  was  in  the  hospital-.  Sat.  I  didn’t  go  because  I 
didn’t  have  liberty.  Delany  says  Mrs.  Garst  says  Miss  Watkins 
is  one  of  the  prettiest  girls  she  ever  saw.  Zip  also  says  a 
girl  had  said  she  didn’t  see  how  he  got  partners  for  them  the 
Miss  Watkins.  You  see  opinions  differ.  My  turnip  is  going, 
like  a  daisy,  I  am  proud  of  it  Sc  the  football  too,  AskEd  if 
the  fellows  are  glad  the  navy  won  &  if  they  thought  v/e  would 
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___ 


ovoted  son, 


. 


U.  S . F . S .  San  Pr am is£o 
From  Jaffa  to  Athens. 
March  10,  1895. 


to 


My  doarcst  Mother * 


It  seems  a  Ion,;'  time  since  I  wrote  to  you  last  and^yct  it 
hasn’t  been  very  long.  There  has  been  no  chance  to  send  a  It 


ter , 
cers 


since  we  left  Alexandria.  While  there  most  of  the 
went  up  to  Cairo  and  the  Pyramids  but  I  didn’t  go 

to 


of  f  i- 
At 

Alexandria  there  wasn’t  much  to  see.  I  was  ashore  one  day*. 

Saw  Pornpeys  pillar,  a  round  column  about  72  feet  high  maae  ot  a 
coarse  red  granite..  It  is  a  monolith  and  has  a  Corinthian  top. 

I  don’t  know  the  history  of  it.  I  rode  around  the  city,  out  ^ 
along  the  canals,  etc.  The  women  wear  a  veil  over  the  fa.ee  an 
between  the  eyes  over  the  nose  they  wear  a  round  brass  or  silica 
cylinder.  They  are  not  beautiful  by  any  means.  The  pretties*, 
women  I  have  seen  since  I  left  America  were  some  Mohammedan  wo¬ 
men  at  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem.  Yes  I  have  been  to  Jerusalem*  prom 
Alexandria  it  is  a  short  run  of  a  day  and  a  half  to Jaffa,  the 
seaport  of  Jerusalem.  Last  Monday  the  11th,  1/  officeis  &  a- 
bout  50  men  wont  to  Jerusalem.  There  is  no  harbor  at  Jaffa  & 


Y;0 


it  is  only  in  smooth  weather  that  a  landing  can  be  made 
had  to  wait  a  couple  of  days  before  we  could  get  ashore.  There 
is  a  railroad  from  Jaffa  to  J--&  we  started  at  2  P.M.  Got  to 
about  5:50  P.M.  It  is  a  beautiful  trip.  First  we  pa 


>  U.  s  s 


through  Plain  of  Sharon.  There  were  little  villages  of 


green 


sod  roofs 


Athens,  Sunday,  March  17,  1893.  I  changed  my  mind  about 
this  letter  and  have  copied  a  letter  i  have  written  to  Eleanor. 
Parts  of  it  are  a  little  faint,  but  you  can  get  Ed  to  readmit 
by  holding  up,  not  to  the  light  exactly.  If  he  gets  the  light 
on  it  right  it  will  be  readable.  It  didn't  copy  very  well  but 
it  is  simply  an  account  of  what  I  saw.  I  have  some  olive  leave 
and  a  flower  I  got  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  another  flower 
I  got  from  the  house  of  Mary  and  Martha. 


One  thing  I  saw  was  trees  growing  on  the  top  of  houses. 

The  houses  are  flat  roofed,  you  know. 

Bethesda.  I  think  it  is  called  where 
bathing,  hot  much  is  known  certainly 
Jerusalem  and  the  surrounding  country 
what  it  was  2000  years  ago.,  I  think, 
try  is  not  much  cultivated.  There  are  some  vineyards  and  olive 

trees. 


I  also  saw  the  pool  of 
David  saw  some  woman 
of  the  places  I  saw  and 
is  greatly  changed  from 


the 


surrounding  coun- 


Jaffa  is  noted  for  oranges.  I  saw  oranges  and  orange 
blossoms  on  the  same  tree.  It  is  this  way  the  year  round. 

The  streets  of  Jerusalem  are  narrow  some  of  them  covered 
over.  It  was  quite  muddy  while  we  were  there.  It  had  rained 
and  the  streets  being  so  narrow  they  could  not  dry  very  easily. 

7/e  left  Jaffa  Wednesday  afternoon  for  Athens  &  got  here 
Saturday  afternoon.  Last  night  the  Chief  made  us  stand  night 
watches.  For  some  reason  the  Captain  left  steam  on  the  en¬ 
gines.  This  was  done  in  Jaffa  but  the  officers  did  not  have  to 


—  2  ~ 


stand  night  duty.  I  got  4  i  hours  sloop  last  night.  7o  ..re 
anchored  in  Phanalean  Bay  or  some  such  name. near  Sxr^ons  i 
seaport,  of  Athens,  The  Acropolis  iS  in  plain  sight  from. doe  . 
and  on  its  summit  the  Parhenon.  I  have  been  looking  a.  1 
through  the  ships  spy  .glass,  I  have  taken  the  relief  tod-./ 
for  Price  so  he  could  get  ashore  hero.  He  is  ro^ula,  .  r-li -■> 
has  the  duty  tomorrow  and  as  we  expect  to  leave  -v 

could  not  get  ashore  at  all.  X  can  go  tomorrow.  I  got  your 
letter  of  Fob.  3.9  last  night.  X  am  very  sorry  you  h sc  be. 
sick  so  much.  You  must  he  careful  mamma.  I  do  nope  yeu^v^i, 
I  am  perfectly  well  weigh  180.  Eleanor  sends  me  Howell  Blot¬ 
ters  and  I  think  they  aro  fine  so  does  Eleanor .  She  is  &° 
to  send  him  her  photograph.  Ah  how  I  wish  I  coult  se.  you  c,l.L 

I  never  was  homesick  before  as  I  am  now.  ^®p,r»  lX0'"„ 

thrice  dear,  because  of  those  that  arc  there.  SooeVo, 


ca 


love  to  each  one  o 


-p 


you  ana 


to  allt 


Your  loving  Mas on % 


■ 


I 


u. 

•  S  • 

S. 

San  Fran 

Ja 

ff  a 

to 

Athens 
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This  Jerusalem  trip  I  have  got  to  tell  you 
would  "be  more  interesting  to  you  if  I 


Thursday,  March  14,1895 
about 


I  think 

referred  you  to  some  guide 

"book*  But  if  1  will  tell  you  of  what  I  saw,  you  will  perhaps 
know  the-  history  and  incidents  connected  with  each. •  I  have  read 
the  Old  Testament  and  the  New,  hut  I  do  not  remember  all  that  I 
have  read  as  well  as  I  should.  „ 

The  officers  left  the  ship  and  were  rowed  ashore  in  immense, 
strong  boats  by  brawny  boatmen  with  -  " look rs  Boatmen”  in  red  let¬ 
ters  on  their  sweaters o  -They  sang  as  they  worked  at  the  great 
oars,  four  of  them  to  an  oar,.  -  .They  rowed  after  the  style  of  the 
boatmen  described  in  General  Lew  Wallace's  ’’Prince  of  India",  by 
standing  up  at  the  beginning  of  each  stroke  and  falling  backward, 
throwing  the  whole  weight  of  the  body  on  the  oar*  Our  ship  was 
nearly  two  miles  from  shore  and  it  was  a  long  pull-  The  sea  was 
by  no  means  smooth*  The  boat  would  sink  between  the  waves,  or  more 
correctly  the  swells,  so  deeply  that  we  could  only  see  the  tops  of 
the  masts  of  the  San  Francisco.  The  landing  w as  made  behind  a  lit¬ 
tle  reef  which  is  only  a  partial  protection  against  the  sea.  Jaffa, 
however,  bwes  its  whole  existence  to  this  little  reef  of  rocks. 
Ashore  we  all  had. to  file  through  the  Customs  blouse  and  then  tramp 
through  narrow,  crooked,  muddy  streets.  If  you  ever  go  to  Jaffa 
or  Jerusalem  by  all  means  carry  overshoes.  At  last  we  came  to  the 
more  modern  and  more  civilized  part  of  the  city.  Here  we  found 
carriages  and  rode  to  the  station..  At  last  we  we  re  started  for  the 
Holy  City  in  cars  with  seats  along  the  sides  like  the  L  Cars,  Ten 
minutes  brought  us  into  the  most  beautiful  plain  I  ever  saw  -  The 
Plain  of  Sharon.  The  first  suggestion  of  the  name  to  my  mind  waw 
the- famous  Rose  of  Sharon, .though  I  did  not  see  any  and  I  thought 
iP£rii2n-°l  P  could  see  her.  The  Rose  of  Sharon  as 

you  know  never  dies,  but  when  put  in  water  recovers  its  life. 

Along  the  railroad  were  little  villages  of  stone  or  plaster 
with  green  sod  roofs.  The  huts  were  built  so  closely  together  that 
their  tops  from  a  distance  could  hardly  be  distinguished  from  the 
green  hillside.  These,  dearest,  are  Arabs.  We  stopped  for  a  few 
minutes  at  a  little  village  called  Ramleh.  Here  Napoleon  once  had 
his  headquarters,  here  the  Crusaders  camped,  and  here  is  a  tower  in 
some  way  connected  with  the  Crusaders  and  with  the  "Forty  Martyrs". 
Beyond  Ramleh  a  carriage  road  is  mentioned  in  my  notes.  It  wound 
around  the  plain,  across  little  streams  on  cute  little  stone  triages, 
Along  this  road  every  two  miles  are  little  stone  guard  houses  of 
Bible  times.  They  were  for  protection  to  travellers  against  robbers, 
24  1/2  miles  from  Jaffa  we  passed  through  the  village  ox  Sejeh. .  On 
the  ripcht  is  a  Roman  Catholic  Colony  and  church,  on  the  left  the 
hills  of  Deir  Aban,  the  birthplace  of  Sampson.  Now  we  leave  the 
plains  and  the  natives  plowing  with  crooked  sticks,  and  come  to 
mountains,  the  Mountains  of  Judah.,  Here  I  saw  black,  shaggy  goats 
and  sheep  clinging  to  the  sides  of  the  mountains  and  shepherds  with 
their  crooks  tending  them.  'The  road  went  winding  around  back  and 
forth  up  a  valley  with  mountains  on  either  side  all  the  way  from 
here  to  Jerusalem.  Among  the  stones  and  rocks,  and  I  never  saw  so 
many  before,  pretty  little  red  flowers,  all  the  prettier  and  brighte 
because  of  the  rocks  around.  On  the  left  of  the  road  in  the  mount ai 
side  our  guide  pointed  out  a  cave  where  Sampson  hid  from  the 


I 


Philli stinoe.  Hero  also  was  the  scene  of  his  prowess thjJk' 
bono.  The  last  stop  before  we  reached  Jerusalem  is  te  i 

is  tho  Plain  of  David  where  he  fought  the  Phillistines  and 
the  angel  slew  180,000  Assyrians..  As  wo  entered  Jerusalem  v..& 
where  Judas  hanged  himself  was  pointed  out* 


Good  night  now  ray  love 
they  are  very  inconvenient . 
write  again. 


for  I  have  a  watch  before  morning 
I  will  thin):  of  you  often  before 


I  can 


Your  loving,  Joe 


Enroute  to  Athens 
Friday,  March  15,  1895. 


Dearest  Eleanor: 


Last  night  I 
to  hurry  from  one 
you  a  sort  of  list 
coldest  weather  or 


Here  we  had 


th ing  t  o 


of  what 
place  I 


told  you  of  how  I  got  to  Jerusalem 

another  so  quickly  that  I  can  only 
I  saw. 
have  s 

Hotel  and  that  evening  very  late  I  wrote 
you  a  sort  of  note.  I  wonder  when  you  will  get  it.  Immediately 

our  rooms  we  started  out.  McCormack  and  I 
party  with  the  Paymaster,  Chaplain  and  the 
to  the-  Tower  of  David,  then  to  a  church, 


stopped  at  the  Grand 


New 


aft 


ex 


m  on  ng 


ourselves  ina 
First  we  went 


give 

In  the  first  place  it  was  the 
een  since  last  December.  We  all 
oat  evening  very  late 
du  will  get  it.  Imme 

found 
Chief. 


the 


Church 


of  the  Assyri 


^ns 


I  think  it  was ,  where  James  was  beh 


eaded » 


S-: 


t\J 


il~ 


the  seat  he  occupied  when  Bishop,  etc.  Then  went  out  to  Mount 
on  through  the  gate  of  David  to  the  Convent  of  the  Uessininns. 

Here  in  the  Convent  is  a  place  where  Christ  was  imprisoned,  beneath 
an  altar  hidden  from  view  is  the  stone  that  is  supposed  to  have 
rolled  from  the  door  of  the  tomb.  In  this  Convent  is  also  some  old 
Mosaic  work  and  tombs  almost  older  than  history.  Next  we  sent  to 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  where  tradition  says  is  the  scene 
of  the  crucifiction,  the  stone  of  unction  where  the  body  was  laid 
and  annointed  for  the  tomb,  the  spot  where  Mary  stood  when  the  an¬ 
gel  spoke  to  here  after  the  resurrection,  the  pillar  where  Christ 
was  tied  and  scourged,  the  place  where  he  sat  when  the  crown  of^ 
thorns  was  placed  on  his  head.  The  guide  also  pointed  out  a  place 
where  Eliessor  found  the  cross,  the  .tomb  of  Nicodomus,  besides  he 
will  show  you  the  sword  *  lance,  etc.  of  the  first  crusader,  God¬ 
frey. 


to 


Some  of  the  officers  went  out 
first  night,  but  I  did  not  go."  Early 
out,  but ^ the  fat  chaplain  did  not  go  w 
the  Mosque  of  Omar  or  the  place  where 
ting  on  great  slippers  over  our  shoes, 
it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Mohammedans, 
med's  ascension.  There  is  an  immense 
monTs  Temple.  There  is  also  the  stone 
he  rose,  and  the  guide  pointed  out  the 
Gabriel  who  held  the  stone  down.  This 


the  Mount  of  Olives 
the  ne-xt  morning  we 
ith  us.  First  we  v 
SolomorMs  Temple  st 
you  were  allowed  t 


It 


is  the 


stone  off 


scene  o 
e  altar 
that  foil  ow  e  d  1 1  o  h  a; 
linger  marks  of  th 
stone  is  now  suppo 


,  the 
started 
isi ted 
ood.  Put- 
o  enter, 
f  Mo ham - 
of  Solo- 
Limed  as 
e  Angel 
sed  to  be 


' 
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51 


r 


in  mid  air  and  the  pillars  that  aro  "built  under  it  do  not  sup 
port  it,  "but  are  only  a  safeguard  against  its  falling  in  case 
the  force  that  now  supports  it 
the  pillars  aro  merely  to  calm 
that  might  pass  beneath  it. 


should  be  removed*  They 


C  O  TT 


th« 


fears 


of  some  nervous  women 


-o 


have  dropped  out,  then  comes 
man  sitting  by  the  nails 


old 


n  qVq 

ct  oh  v; 


From  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  oh  first,  in  this  Mosque  arc 
three  nails  and  a  half  still  remaining  in  a  certain  spot  on 
the  floor..  Originally  there  were  seven  forming  a  symmetrical 
figure,  but  3  1/2  have  dropped  out.  When  the  remaining  3  l/2 

the  end  of  the  world,  and  the 
for  "backsheesh".  You  give  him 
something  and  he  will  meet  you  in  Paradise.  Next  we  were 
shown  the  I.Iosque  of  Aksa  which  contains  pillars  from  the  many 
different  temples  including  Solomon's.  Here  the  Crusaders 
slept  and  worshiped.  Formerly  there  was  kept  in  this  Mosque 
a  chain.  Everyone  that  touched  it  must  ever  afterward  tell 
the  truth.  Every  time-  they  did  not,  a  link  fell  off  the  chain. 
The  chain  has  been  taken  away.  I  guess  all  the  links  fell  off*. 
Near  this  temple  are  the  stables  of  Solomon.  Ke  must  have  kept 
a  lot  of  fast  horses  and  kept  them  in  a  palace  too.  The  stub! 
are  underground,  made  of  stone  and  have  immense  stone  pillars, 
will  hold  two  or  three 


c  s 


They 


regiments 


of 


horses. 


the 

la 

of 


st 


From 
city, 
day  { 


the  stables  our  guide  led  us  out  along  the  wall  of 
showed  us  the  point  on  the  wall 

itched 


;ring  will 


be 


str 


acr 


r>  o  o 

Ks 


O  <“>  - pG  T 

-L  O  v  .  i 


All 

the 


We 
the 


Olives. 

y,  but- 
passed  th 
city  and  which 


[ohammedans  will  pas. 


from  which  at  the 
to  the  top  of  Mount 


across  on 


this  i n 


the 

rest  will  fall  into  the  Valley  of  Jehosephat. 
e  Golden  Gate  through  which  Christ  once  rode  into 


ens  of  beggars,  blind,  lame 


is  now  closed  not  to  be  opened  until  Jerusa- 

is  St.  Stephen's  Gate, 
rode  down  passed  Goz- 


lem  is  restored.  Beyond  the  Golden  Gate 
We  passed  out  here,  mounted  donkeys  and 

,nd  lepr 


ous.  Wc  passed  through 


Valley  of  Jehosephat,  by  the  place  where  Stephen  was  stoned, 
the  tomb  of  Ab so lorn  at  a 
of  Clives  and  over 
se  of  Mary  and  Martha 
came  over  the  Mount  of 


Mount 
hou°^ 


Here  we  saw  what  ’was 


little  distance,  and  rode  around 
to  Bethany, 
and  the  tomb  of 
Olives.  Right 


Las  a 


.ru 


^  ♦ 


Re turn - 


the 
saw 
the 
the 
ing 

path,  my  donkey  slipped  and  we 
into  the  Valley  of  Jehosephat. 
disastrous  as  if  we  had  fallen  off  the  string 
dans.  On  the  top  of  the  Mount  of  Clives  is  a  Russian  vill: 
with- narrow,  muddy  streets.  There  is  a  tower  some  200  feet 
high  which  we  climbed.  From  the  top  I  saw  the  Dead  Sea  about 
twenty  miles  away,  and  the  Valley  of  the-  Jordan,  and  where  the 


long  a  narrow 

came  very  nearly  rolling  down 
It  would  have  been  equally 

of  the  Mo h ammo - 


o 


n  ::q 


water  of  the  Jordan  flowed  into  the 
could  not  be  seen  -  it  was  hidden  by 
direction  I  could  see  Bethlehem,  and 
view  of  Jerusalem.  Coming  down  from 
stopped  at  the  Garden  of  Gethsemene, 

betrayed  Christ  and  where  the  disciples  sat  when  they  ± 
sloop.  We  passed  from  here  back  through  Jerusalem,  cut 


dead  Sea#  The  river 
the  trees.  Over  in 
from  here  wa 
the  Mount  of 


•  4- 

_L  boy. 


If 

n other 
a  beautiful 
Olives  we 


saw  the  spot  where 


c:  r> 1 


Judas 


pell 


bv  the 


Damascus  Gate  to  Golgotha,  the  scene  of  the  Crucif ioticn,  ac¬ 
cording  to  General  Gordon.  On  a  little  further  from  here  we 


IT 


4- 


passed 


thr ough 


the  Tombs  of  the  Kings, 


We  got  bach  to  the  hotel  by  one  o'clock,  and  at  two  we 
started  for  Bethlehem.  This  is  a  very  pretty  drive  but  I  was 
surprised  it  was  so  near  Jerusalem,  On  the  way  stopped  at  a 
well  where  the  star  or  the  angels- or  something  appeared  to 
the  Y/ise  Men.  Further  on,  not  far  from  Bethlehem  was  the  tomb 
of  Rachel,  At  Bethelom  we  saw  the  Church  of  the  Nativity,  and 
in  it  the  entrance  to  the  stable  where  Christ  was  born,  and 
the  manger.  There  is  so  much  tradition,  it  was  all  tradition 
as  to  the  location  of  most  of  the  places,  and  one  does  not  know 
what  to  believe  of  that. 


Callao , Peru 
Monday  morning 
April  4,  1893 


Beare^t  Mother 


Just  16  days  ago  less  an  hour  we  left  San.  Francisco  and 
the  engines  are  now  stopped  fur  the  first  time.  But  in  a  few 
days  we  will  probably  be  going  again*  1300  tons  of  coal  had 
been  bought  here  before  we  came  in  and  800  was  on  lighters 
waiting  for  us.  In  less  than  two  hours  after  one  anchor  was 
down  wo  were  coaling  ship  and  we  will  coal  day  &  night  till  it 


is 


on  board*. 


The  trip  down  was  a  long  one  hut  I  think  we  have  a  long¬ 
er  one  ahead  of  us^  Our  orders  at  present  (which  were  waiting 
for  us)  are  to  coal  with  the  utmost  dispatch* •  .We  only  need 
900  tons  and  we  can  put  that  on  in  about  three  days.  The  chief 
has  asked  for  8  days  to  overhaul  machinery  and  I  think  it  is 
not  necessary,  The  chances  now  arc  we  will  get  around  too  late 
for  the  whole  business*  The  nev/s  here  is  that  a  definite  reply 
has  been  required  from  Spain  bvy  today.  I  wish  we  were  a  month 
farther  around  the  Horn*  The  captain  of  a  Peruvian  man  of  war 
who  called  this  forenoon  said  a  torpedo  boat  had  left  Montevideo 
and  no  one  knew  where  it  had  gone  Sc  rumor  said  it  was  looking 
for  us  probably  waiting  for  us  in  Smiths  Strait  at  the  Horn---- 

Men.  night.  By  jove,  but  it  is  work!  :  I  was  on  duty  midnight 
till  4  this.'  morning-- turned  out  at  7  &  have  been  working  from 
8  A.M,  to  now  8:30  P , M,  except  an  hour  at  noon. 


We  will  finish  coaling  Wednesday  night --we  are  not  to  coal 
all  night-^-even  if  we  should  finish  tomorrow  night  we  couldn’t 
leave  because  of  the  chief*  I  have  to 'get  up  again  at  4  in 
the  morning  and  I  will  be  working  all  day  without  a  stop  and 
perhaps  all  night  tomorrow  night  but  I  think  we  will  not  leave 
before  Thursday. 

Captain  Clark  is  a  good  one.  I  called  on  him  one  evening 
on  the  run  down  &  he  is  pleasant  &  firm  and  a  good  officer  I 
think*.  He  is  not  going  to  have  the  Oregon  a  second  Maine  that 
is  sure — not  if  he  can  prevent  it.  We  are  in  a  Spanish  hot  bed 
you  know--there  are  lots  of  Spaniards  here.  This  afternoon  the 
captain  got  information  indirectly  from  five  or  six  different 
sources  that  the  Spaniards  here  had  said  they  were  going  to 
blow  up  the  Oregon  if  she  came  here — or  to  Valparaiso.  Tonight 
the  Maine  guard  on  deck  is  doubled  Sc  they  are  all  under  arms  Sc 
supplied  with  plenty  of  ammunition.  Our  two  steam  launches  are 
spending  the  night  as  patrol  boats.  Each  with  an  armed  force 
aboard  and  a  cadet  in  charge  and  all  sentries  &  guards  are  under 
orders  to  shoot  to  kill  the  first  object  that  does  not  answer 
or  stop  at  the  first  hail..  It  is  great,  it  is  all  getting  war¬ 
like  even  now. 


The  Marietta,  a  U.S.  gunboat  was  in  here  a  few  days  ago-- 
came  in  in  the  A.M.  &  left  for  Valparaiso  the  same  afternoon. 
She  may  take  possession  so  our  orders  say,  if  a  Chilian  cruiser 
which  we  are  trying  to  buy.  If  so  she  will  take  some  officers 


'■  111  -•  -  ' . -  —  —rw  '1  - - -  y-,.^yrn^.„^.WWf!W>.,... 
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&  raon  from  this  ship  very  likely.  I  wish  we  would  hurry  im.  it 
would  he  pretty  tame  to  come  steaming  into  Havana  after  every 
thino:  was  ever'..  Our  government  is  do  in  a  the  proper  thins-tho 
only  thin?  is  the  .©regon  is  a  month, too  slew. 

Just  think  we  are  a  little  eist  of  Key  .fost  &  just  sue 
south  of  where  cur  fleet  is  lying  ( almost )  . 

(in  regard  to  Eleanor  I  don't  know-  whether  she  will  thinn 
it  best,  to  come  east  this  spring  &  summer  or  not.  Of  course^ 
personally  if  I  ao  around  to  the  cast  I  would  rather  have  ,*er 
nearer  &  in  rood  care.  I  think  she  would  like  i t  better.  By 
the  middle  cf  summer  . I  might  pet  off.  But  I  don't  know  what 
she  will  think  about  Ruth. 

Tnkin?  her  across  in  the  hot  weather  or  just  before  the 
hot  weather  mirht  not  be  for  the  best.  But  Ruth  is  strong  &  it 


seems 


to  me  she  could  stand  it. 
be  left  away  out  west  all  alone. 


It  seems  tcc  bad  Eleanor 


sho 


u. 


for  her  &  Ruth  or  not,  Eleanor  takes 


nirht  even  n 


& 


ret  this, 
y  :uf  eel  & 
Paris . 


would  only  have  a  day  muse  for  her, I think* 
could  not  support  a  larger  family  than  you 
erne)  I  think  it  practically  certs 

?  r\ 


T 


I  wish  I  knew  jicw  you  are  situated  whether  you  have  room 

takes  entire  charge  cf  Ruth  at 

she 

©f  course  I  know  you - -  ,  -  ,  . 

hrve  now  on  your  present  income)  I  think  it  practicably  certain 

we  -re  b  "and  for  Cuba  with  the  utmost  speed  but  till  Valparaiso 
is  oassed  who  can  tell?  You  will  know  th~t  however  before  you 

I  wish  you  would  write  to  Eleanor  accoramg  as  how 
are  situated.  Her  family  is  broken  up  &  most  of  it  m 
must  write  to  her  now  &  turn  in.  I  have  lost  the  num¬ 
ber  of  your  house  &  am  not  dead  sure  cf  it  so  will  send^  this  to 
Uncle  Ed--he  will  aret  it  just  as  soon*  If  the  affair  should  be 
prolonged  tall  Ed  to  stay  at  home— one  from  the  family  is  enough 
&  no  army  is  apt  to  be  needed.  There  can  be  no  douou 
suit  but  if  the  Oregon  is 

sure.  Mail  is  doubtful  from  here  but  I  will  write 
is  ?iven  me*  Give  my  love  to  all  the  relations.  flith  my  bes^ 

love , 

Your  loving  devoted  son, 

Mason. 


j 


f  the  re- 


:nly  in  time  certainty  will  be  doubly 


a.? vain  if  time 


\ 


1! 

' 
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U.S.S.  Oregon 
Sandy  Point 
"Pinto,  iren&s" ,  Chile 
April  18 ,  18  P8* 


U  ! 

0 


pear  Mother: 


This 


is  our  half  way  stop  from  Callao  to  Rio*  It  is  the 
southern  most  city  in  the  world,  is  about  half  way  through 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  belongs  to  Chile.  More  than  this 
I  cannot  tell  you  much.  I  have  not  been  off  the  ship  since 
we  left  San  Francisco.  Last  night  I  did  not  turn  till  5:50 
this  morning.  I  had  a  pump  broken  and  valves  carried  away  in 
ray  engine  room  but  I  fixed  it.  The  Marietta  which  was  to  go 
ahead  of  us  through  the  Straits  came  in  here  last  night  after 
we  did.  Night  before  last  we  anchored  at  Tamar  Island  just  i i 


side 


the  Straits.  It  is  165  miles  from  here.  We  ran  today 


W  O.  JL.  V/  v  4,  o.  ^  m  -i—  v  ^  w  ”  -  —  — - 

155  miles  in  10  hours  or  at  the  rate  of  1 5-J-  knots  an  hour.  No- 

other  battle  ship  in  our  navy  can  do  this.  The  captain  wanted 

to  run  forced  draft  but  the  chief  objected  like  an  old  ass  so 
he  gave  an  order  (the  chief  did)  we  could  not  use  forced  draft. 

- n  ~  *  ■'  -----  -r  ^ - J  J  — ^t  on<  Nov/ 


dr° 

t 


I  had  the  8-12  A. II.  .watch  and  I  put  the  forced 
the  chief  is  tickled  we  v;ent  sc  fast  but  he  docsn 
obeyed  his  order.  The  captain  complimented  the  chief 
engineers  on  our  fine  run.- 


i 

t  know  I  dis 
and  the 


Jensonfcadet  engineer)  and  I  asked  to  double  our  watches 
on  the  run~-he  took  the  fire  rooms  and  I  the  engines  and  we 
whooped  her  up.  I  had  two  or  three  hot  bearings  but  when  the 
chief  came  down  and  asked  how  things  were  running  I  told  him 
fine  I  &  chucked  him  out*  We  came  thro1  the  Straits  v/ith  out 
guns  loaded  and  looking  for  a-  Spanish  torpedo  boat.  In  port 
it  is  nothing  but  work)  It  keeps  us  on  the  go  to  keep  the 
machinery  ready  for  a  5000  mile  run  when  all  the  time  we  have 
is  two  days  out  of  20  or  30. 

The  mail  cannot  leave  from  here  and  I  will  finish  this 
letter  when  I  have  more  sleep  &  time* 


Goodnight 


&  love  to  all* 


I 


m 


U.S.S.  Oregon 

Rio  Dq  Janeiro,  Brazil 

Tug  ad ay  m orning, 

May  1,  *98 


My  dearest  Mother, 


I  am  writing  probably  for  the  last  time  before  we  sail 
which  will  be  I  hope  either  this  afternoon  or  tomorrow  morning* 

Before  you  can  possibly  get  this  I  think  you  will  here  of 
us  again  and  I  hope  the  world  will  also* 

Three  dispatches  were  received  yesterday  from  the  Dept. 

/**_!*  _  i  in  in  a  ,  f  -%  -»  ~7~ 


Two  of  these  I  know- -the  other  &  vital  one  of  66  words 
know  only  as  I  have  guessed  it  but  I  have  done  that  so 


I  do  not 
correct¬ 


ly  that  I  practically  know  our  orders, 
flower  of  our  navy  will  socn  be  known. 


I  think  the  Oregon,  the 


The  victory  in  Asia  will  be  in  the  shade.  I  would  not 
write  except  :X  know  you  will  hear  of  us  before  this  can  possib¬ 
ly  reach  you. 

Within  two  weeks  I  think  the  Oregon*  single  handed  will 
sink  or  capture  two  of  Spain’s  heaviest  armored  vessels.  The 
Dept,  at  one  time  vis  9  a.m,  M  ay  End  hesitated  about  us  but 
later  the  same  day  showed  her  confidence  in  us  &  has  called  upon 
us  to  meet  at  least  a  Spanish  fleet  of  4  vessels.  The  Oregon 
need  not  &  does  not  fear  any  4  ships  in  the  Spanish  navy.  The 
boasted  Vizcaya,  Peloyo,  Ogumdo  £c  Don  Garlas  ere  vessels  we  are 
going  to  see.  Here  are  our  orders  as  I  have  guessed  them  &  I 
have  been  given  to  understand  by  the  only  person  on  board  out¬ 
side  the  Gapt.  that  my  guess  is  startlingly  correct.  In  fact 
Johnston,  the  Capt’s.  clerk  who  translates  our  cipher  despatches 
says  I  startled  him  by  quoting  ports  in  the  Depts.  own  words. 


The  Dept,  has  for 
Spanish  fleet.  At  last  two 
mether  v/ith  2  or  3  others 


lost 


some  time 

°ner  heaviest 
several  aux. 


sight 


& 


of  part  of  the 
armored  cruisers  to- 
motor  torpedo  boats 
have  sailed  from  Gape  Verde  Islands  (date  I  don’t  know)  "Des¬ 
tination  unknown”  but  probably  to  intercept  the  Oregon”.  The 
Minneapolis  &  several  of  cur  fast  vessels  &  I  think  2  or  mere 
torpedo  destroyers  are  steaming  to  join  us  at  utmost  speed. 

We  are  ordered  to  sail  as  soon  as  possible  in  company  v/ith  tho 
Marietta  &  the  Nictheroy  (loaded  with  coal)  steam  north  &  be 
prepared  to  meet  either  the  Spanish  or  American  fleet.  I  third: 
we  are  bound  for 
I  third:  the 
sessions.  I 


Tir^o 


orders 


ui;s. s,  a  seaport  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba  & 
also  directed  us  to  avoid  any  French  pos- 


think  France  has 


gone 


back  on  us. 


I  know  you  are  worrying  yourself  grey  over  this  affair  and 
I  wouldn’t  write  a  word  only  I  feel  sure  y cur  first  news  will 
not  b$  this  letter. 

I  am  on  duty--always  on  duty  these  days.  I  live  in  my  en¬ 
gine  room  clothes.  The  heat  below  is  terrific.  It  has  been 
125^  in  the  engine  rooms  &  100  in  the  fire  rooms.  Engine  rooms 
are  new  down  to  110c.  The  Gapt,  has  written  a  special  letter 
to  the  Dept,  commending  in  the  highest  terms  the  Engineer, 


officers  &  men  on  this  ship.  The  voluntary  service  done  by 


Engrv  cffi' 
val  cadet) 
in  obedien 


cers  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  donw  by  Jenson (na- 
&  myself — the  extra  duty  performed  by  the  rest  was 
ce  to  an  order  from  the  chief  after  Jenson  &  I  had 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  double  up  the  duty.  The  Capt’s.  refer- 
e  men  was  called  out  by  those  who  were  carried  from 
ooms  insensible  in  our  last  forced  draft  spurt  to 
port  before  dark  Saturday.  'Then  restored  to  con-, 
these  men  insisted  on  returning  to  the  fire  rooms. 


ence  to  th 
the  fire  r 
reach  this 
sci ensues s 


Last  evening  the  good  news  of  success  in  the  east  reached 
us  and  was  received  with  cheers.  On  board  played  Yankee  Doodle 
cc  Hail  Columbia  while  every  head  was  bare  1  was  wildly  cheered. 
The  crew  was  wild  Sc  happy  Sc  cheered  the  Asiatic  Squadron,  the  •• 
officers  of  the  Oregon,  our  commanding  officer  A  the  Oregon  and 
there  were  loud  shouts  cf  "Remember  the  Maine" l  the  navy’s  bat¬ 
tle  cry  of  this  war  and  one  that  will  most  surely  make  a  Yan¬ 
kee  sailor’s  blood  boil  and  make  him  more  anxious  to  die  than 
to  ever  strike  our  flag  to  any  Spaniard  man  of  war.  There  was 
a  heated  discussion  in  cur  mess  last  night  seme  saying  to  hoist 
down  the  flag  if  we  were  being  done  up  was  'the  proper  thing  & 
others  of  us  maintaining  that  rather  than  to  strike  our  flag 
to  any'  Spaniard  we  would  rather  go  down  with  our  ship  fighting 
our  only  gun  to  the  last  Sc  with  the  Stars  Sc  Stripes  at  the  mast 
head  when  they  went  under,  the  water.  If  our  captain  is  alive 
I  know  we  can  trust  him.  The  married  officers 


sent 


a  tele- 


gram  to  San  Francisco  in  which  I  was  included  I  think  the  tele¬ 
gram  was  sent  yesterday  in  cipher  saying  we  had  arrived  safely 
all  well  Sc  had  a  pleasant  voyage.  If  Eleanor  gets  the  telegram 
she  will  very  likely  write  you.  I  wish  I  could  get  one  letter 
from  her  and  from  you  before  we  sa.il  but  in  a  few  weeks  we 


should  get  some  mail  surely.  The  coaling  is 


arcing 


on  night  Sc 


day  but  it  is  slow  work  for  some  reason-  Our  guns  are  loaded 
from  IS"  down  Sc  we  are  all  ready  to  move  or  fight  at  anchor. 

We  trust  to  no ' one  but  our  own  guns  although  Brazil  is  doing 
well.  Our  war  point  is  ready  to  go  on  and  I  think  will  oe  put 
on  before  we  leave.  I  wish  they  would  tear  down  the  pilot 
house  and  strip  the  ship  bow.  'To  may.  Cogswell  our  executive 
officer  is  no  good.  I  must  look  out  for  the  morning  work  new. 
Give  my  love  to  all  the  relatives  and  don't  worry  at  any  nows 
you  may  hear*  Don't  go  back  on  the  Oregon*  Tell  Ed  to  stay 
at  home.  Ho  troops  are  needed  to  decide  this  war.  They  are 
needed  but  the  Navy  will  decide  it*  Goodby  with  all  my  love. 


Your  affectionate  son, 


Mason* 


I 


Rio  &e  Janeiro,  Brazil 
Sunday  nisrh  t ,  'j.0 : 30 
Hay  1,  1898 


Dear  1.1b  then : 


,^t  last  we  are  here  Sc  have  the  news.  The  Marietta  delayed 
us  c  good  deal  — she  isn’t  swift  enough  for  us.  We  left  her 
Sat.  morning  Sc  ran  ahead  full  speed  and  came  in  about  3  P.M. 

She  ,got  here  at  7:30.  Our  guns  are  loaded  from  13n  down,  hut 
otherwise  not  much  change.  We  have  been  on  a  war  footing  since 
we  left  Callao.  Double  sentries  are  on  fore  &  aft  with  loaded 
guns-- two  steam  launches  out  patrolling  all  night.  The  Spanish 
torpedo  boat,  Timerain,  looked  for  us  evidently  at  Montevideo-- 
we  surprised  people  here.  Cap t .  Clark  has  a  telegram  from  the 
■Dt-pt.  saying  the  Timerain  has  left  Montevideo  probably  for  here. 
A  vessel  is  reported  from  a  signal  station  down  the  coast  that 
is  thought  to  be  the  torpedo  boat.  The  admiral  here  says  he 
will  fully  protect  us.  The  Capt.  had  sent  word  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  B,  that  if  the  torpedo  boat  was  allowed  to  enter  the 
haroor  without  an  escort  he  would  defend  his  ship  if  the  torpe¬ 
do  boat  came  in  range.  Tonight  the  fort  near  the  entrance  has 
her  search  light  on  and  a  Brazilian  torpedo  destroyer  goes  out 
to  meet  every  vessel  coming  in.  We  began  coaling  last  night 
taking  coal  that  was  ostensibly  bought  for  the  Dictheroy.  The 
coal  is  coming  on  pretty  slow  though.  We  expected  to  leave  to¬ 
morrow  but  we  cannot  I  am  afraid.  All  machinery  is  ready.  The 
captain  has  no  orders  yet. 


I  have  heard  from  Eleanor— a  cablegram  cipher  saying  all 
men  were  signed  by  all  officers  wives  who  are  in  California. 
This  has  been  the  first  and  only  news  since  March  18.  The  heat 
if  terrible  here  125  in  the  engine  room  &  I  have  been  below  all 
day  Sc  8-12  tonight  &  8  A.M.  to  8  P.M.  tomorrow.  I  wish  we  were 
at  sea.  I  am  afraid  we  are  late  any  way,  ’Ye  are  to  fill  up 
with  coal  here  &  that  is  all  I  know-don1 1  know  where  we  will 
go  nor  anything.  I  must  move  around  now  Sc  see  to  things  am  on 
duty.  I  would  like  to  get  some  mail .  This  letter  goes  to  Dew 
York  from  here  on  the  7th.  Don't  worry  any  for  this  scrap  is 
only  a  little  fizzle  Sc  I  will  probably  not  see  any  of  it  at  all. 
I  wifeh  Eleanor  was  East  with  you.  I  hope  you  will  hear  of  th 


Oregon  winning  glory  for  herself  2b  the 
Only  16  day: 


fl; 


before  you  get  this 


for  us  th  the  scene  of  war --just  2  months  from  S.P. 
--a  record.'  Give  my  love  to  all  the  relations.  I  wish  1  could 
hear  from  you  all.  Love  to  Howell,  Ed  Sc  Fanny  Sc  yourself. 

Goodby  Sc  look  for  news.  Our  Capt.  &  the  crew  Sc  ship  will  do  it 
if  they  have  the  change.  .With  all  my  love. 


Your  affectionate  son, 


Mason. 


- 
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U*  S,  S.  Oregon 
St  Sea  off  3ahia, 
Brazil 

Saturday,  May  8  ,  IS 


Dear  Mother 


^  think  today  is  Sunday.  Dor  weeks  there  has  been  no 
difference.  It  was  Sunday  we  worked  so  hard  in  the  Straits 
of  Magellan. 

Before  I  write  any  more  I  will  tell  you  the  exact  orders 
under  which  we  sailed  from  Rio  last  Wednesday.  Johnston  told 

me  the  day  after  we  left  and  since  then  the  Capt,  has  made 
them  public. 

Wash.  11  P.M.  May  1 


"Dour 


cruisers,  heavy  &  fast,  three  tor- 
class  sailed  west  from  Cape  Verde 


armored  Spanish 
peao  boats,  of  the  deep  sea 

Islands  April  29  destination  unknown.  Study  carefully  the 
situation  and  proceed  with  cadtion.  Must  be  loft  to  your 
discretion  to  avoid  this  fleet  &  reach  the  coast  of  the  U.S. 
on. the  West  Indies. 


>•  Orders  apply  to  the  Marietta  &  Hictheroy. 
:reme  you  can  lie  in  Brazilian  port  under  plea  of 
Advise  Dept,  of  your  plans.  Go  when  &  where  you  please 


repairs 


Signed , 


Long. 


The  Dept, 
you  know  any 


of 


is  worried  about  us  and  I  am  afraid  you  are 
ill  this.  You  must  not  worry  though  for  we 


if 


The  four  armored 


can  lick  this  whole  fleet --every  inch  of  It, 
cruisers  are  the  best  Spain  has  but  we  are  looking  for  them. 
.Then  the  Capt.  read  the-  orders  to  the  crew  &  said  it  was  the 
Dcpts.  wi sh  to  get  us  to  the  States  but  he'  said  if  wc  ran  foul 
of  this  fleet  he  thought  we  could  somewhat  impair  its  fighting 
efficiency  the  crew  howled  &  yelled  with  delight,  the  shrill 
piping  voices  of  15  year  olds  &  the  hoarse  cheers  of  brawny 

Seamen  alikn.  T*nn  n  £  >  n  1  r;  -i  VI  O  o  T  r}  Vi  mn  rx  -i-  f.  -U  ^ 


piping 

* n Ikg . 

sailed  with  a 
&  there  then  was 


The 

better 


captain  said  he  must  say  he 
crew  than  the  crew 
cheering  again. 


finer 


ye.La.ing 


& 


had  never 
of  tho  Oregon 


member  the  Marine l ” 


In  Rio  before  we  left  the  news  of  Manilla  Sc  U.  S.  victory 
came  Sc  the  crew  yelled  Sc  cheered  for  an  hour  &  yells  of  Re- 

The  band  played  Yankee  Doodle  and  the 
with  delight,  they  played  "Hail,  Columbia 


crew  danced  &  yelled 
Sc  every  head  was  bare 


and  the  harbor  ra 


ng  with  cheers  after. 


Yesterday  morning  I  had  a  new  experience--the  experience 
of  drums  beating  to  quarters  with  the  enemy  in  sight.  It  was 
o  A.M.  and  I  had  just  turned  in  after  the  mid  watch.  As  I 
ran  below. I  heard  some  one  say  a  torpedo  boat  had  been  sighted. 
In  live  minutes  i  creed  emit  had  been  put  on  Sc  the  engines 
runningat  racing  speed.  There  was  plenty  to  do  but  every  min- 

c  ame  d  own 

sus- 


ute  we  listened  for 
that  forced  dra^ 
picious  craft  w 


the 


.x't 


guns.  At  length  orders 
would  be  no  longer  needed  & 
not  Spanish. 


w*  knew  the 


c 


-2- 

f  forgot  to  sry  the  Marietta  &  Nictheroy  ore-  not  with  Ui 
fhc-  Marietta  &  Oregon  left  hi o  in  company  r7ocU  morning  & 
watted  outside  nil  Ved*  &  till  Thursday  night  for  the  llic- 
thcroy  (a  vessel  the  government  bought  in  hi o  to-  carry  ooal 
for  us) 


Slio  came  out  Thur*.  night  (Brazil  would  not  let  her  leave 
with  us.  )  At  midnight,  we  signalled  Marietta*,  ’’Proceed  to 
Bahia  &  cable  Dept.  Goodby".  ’  They  are  behind  us.  -Vo  can 
tight  better  alone.  The  day  before  we  left  hio  the  Capt,  sent 
me  over  to  inspect  the  machinery  of  the  ITiotheroy  &  report  on 
it;.  She  has  been  rotting:  for  4  years,  I  said  I  thought  she 
would  be  able  to  steam  though  her  boilers  were  in  bad  shape » 
Yesterday  P-M.  &  today  we  have  painted  everything  above  the 
ships  sides  with  war  paint&  the  sides  will  be  painted  in  port,. 
The  men  painted  War •&  Remember  the  Maine  in  big  green  letters 
all  around.  IT o  one  knows  how  long  we  will  be  in' Bahia-  If 
possible  will  mail  this  thru, 

X  hope  the  deuce’  we  find  that  fleet,  If  we  do  we  will 
make,  a  star  event  in  history  ’rOne  to  Seven’\r  but  they  are' 
dagoo  Spanish  &  we  are  Americans  * 


Goodby  Sc  love  to  all.  Soon  I  hope  to  hear  from  you*. 

\ 

lovingly,  your  son* 


Ma s  on  * 


U.S*S.  Oregon  < 

At  Sea,  May  24,189! 


Dearest  Mother, 

Ae  we  are  drawing  near  to  the  American  cca 
a  short  letter  to  send  to  yon  through  the-  serf. 


c-  +* 


I  will  write 


•re  arrived  at  Barbados  port  of  Bridgetown  about  four  or 
clock  the  morning  of  the  18th  and  left  at  9:30  the  same  Evening 
The  authorities  would  not  permit  us  to  communicate  with  the 
Tapt.  but  our  consul  got  ahead  of  them  &  cabled  the  State  Dept, 
of  our  arrival.  Upon  learning  this  the  Spanish  Consul  was 
allowed  to  cable  his  government  and  also  to  the  island  of  Mart¬ 
inique  where  a  Spanish  fleet  was  said  to  bo--  reported  from 
two  t seventeen  vessels.  Before  we  sailed  it  was  rumored  this 
fleet  had  sailed  to  head  us  off.  We  took  on  200  tons  of  coal 
some  previsions  and  left,  put  out  our  lights  as  usual  and 
stemmed  around.  Barbados  to  the  southard  and  eastward  and  are 
now  standing  S.W.  to  Jupiter  Inlet  on  the  S.E.  coast  of  Flori¬ 


da,  to  report  for  order 


It  seems  as  if  we  were  very  near 


home  approaching  the  American  coast  again.  We  are  still  in  _ 
warm  latitude  out  this  is  nothing.  Everyone  is  comparatively 
comfortable  now.  I  can  sit  in  my  room  and  write.  The  only 

shirt  I  have  worn  for  a  good  many  weeks  has  been  my  under 
shirt. 


1^  fr'-s  been  two  months  and  a  week  to  morrow  since  I  have 
heard  from  any  one.  .  We  only  knew  in  a  general  way  of  what  has 
taken  place  in  the  world. 

Soon  new  I  am  hoping  to  be  where  I  can  get  letters  and 
mail  them.  How  is  every  one.  I  hope  Ed,  young  Ed,  is  at  homo. 
He . had  best  stay  home  till  really  needed  whieh~will  not  be  in 
this  now.  We  are  nearing  port. 

Goodoy  and  all  my  love.  Will  write  in  a  f ew  days.  Re¬ 
member  me  to  every  one. 


Lovingly , 


Masons 


I 


U.  6.  3.  OREGON  6.: 

June  21,1898 

RECEIVED  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  NAVY 

Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering, 

W  ashing  ton  ,  D.  C.  , 

May  01,  1898 . 


Sir:- 

1.  During  a  recent  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  he  commented  upon  the  admiral  performance  of  the  OREGON 
in  the  unequaled  trip  which  she  has  just  completed  from 
Bremerton  to  Key  Nest,  and  expressed  high  appreciation  of  the 
work  which  had  been  done.  He  directed  me,  when  next  writing 
to  the  ship,  to  express  to  Chief  Engineer  Milligan  his  high 
appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done  by  that  officer  in 
maintaining  the  machinery  of  the  OREGON  in  such  a  high  state 
of  efficiency  that  the  trip  could  be  made,  as  it  was,  without 
delay  or  detention  in  any  v/a y* 

20  Will  you  kindly  transmit  this  expression  of  the  Se~ 
cretary1 s  pleasure  to  Chief  Engineer  Milligan,  and  I  am  sure 
in  so  doing  you  will  be  as  much  pleased  that  a  capable  officer 
is  thus  complimented  for  his  faithful  performance  of  duty. 


for  myself  that  I  desire 
to  Cnief  En~ 


3,  Will  you  allow  me  also  to  add 
to  express  iny  personal  thanks  both  to  you  and 
gineer  Milligan  for  this  splendid  record,  which  now  takes  rank 
with  that  of  the  COLUMBIA  made  some  years  ago,  and  shows  what 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy,  designed  and  built  by 
Americans  and  directed  by  American  officers,  can  do  when  they 
are  out  to  the  test. 


Very  respe ctfully , 

[Signed)  Geo.  W .  Melville, 

— >  •  •  i  • 


The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.3.S.  OREGON, 

Via  Bureau  of  Navigation. 


Engineer-in-Chief ,  U.S.N., 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Head  at  muster 
June  18,1898 


RECEIVED 

Flagship  N.A. Station 
June  8,  1898, 


U.»  o.8r  OREGON , 
June . 14  # 1898* 
RECEIVED 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT 
Vv  ASHING  TON , 

May  28,  1898, 


i  i 

>  i 

i 

■  f 

* 

I 

4 

j  | 

•I 

? 

\  i 

■*> 

; 


Sir:- 

vqV  0fM®P“'tm®pQ .aokl?owledges  the-  receipt  of  your  letter, 
the  Iterpllf’  lj'8y  V  se®i  0:rs-  the  Florida  coast,  enumerating 
mid  of  v'oilr  ado ee.  Vest  Indies., 


insure  the  safe  arrival  of  the  U.S.S, 


OREGON,  under  your  command,  at  a  home  port 

.Jn,ihfiVeS  th-e  Department  very  much  pleasure  to  heartily 

oppor turn'  1/ °N  ?V10y.  and  the  Department  avails  itself  of'  the 

m,p  offir  -ti  3 ” l!  jS  t:uPe>  to  congratulate  and  commend  .you,  aid 

of  tJfnSwt8114  ^  ^mer  y°ur  command,  for  the  safe  conduct 

3an  Pnivwi  °2  ^  lox}g’  a!ld  at  times,  perilous  voyage  from 
oan  Francioco,  California,  to  Key  West,  Florida, 


Key 

3<,  t.hile  the  Department  realizes  that  the  best  efforts  of 
HR™  ^oard  the  OREGON  must  have  been  exerted  to  the  utmost 
during  this  long  voyage,  it  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  its 

ir?voSrai'e??nf  WOTk  done  th?  Engineer  Force',  as  expressed 
iix  your  letter,  unaer  such  prolonged  strain  and  under  the  trying 

conditions  that  belong  to  their  duties,  particularly  in  the  tropi 

You  will  please  have 
vessel  at  muster. 


this  letter  read  to  the  crew  of  your 


Very  respectfully, 

>  (  Signed.)  John  D.Long, 

Captain  C.  L.  Clafk ,  Secretary. 

Commanding  U.S.S.  OREGON, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


I 


L\3.3ut  tleship  pHBGOlT 


70 


?1  no  fading-  off  Santiago  do  Cu'bu, 
Juno  1J *  IC96* 


L'.y  dear  Mother: 


day 


There 


and  to  you  at  intervals. 


writing  to  Eleanor  every 
exactly  what  I  have  written, 
case:  things  are  pretty 

hut  I’m  dogged  if  he  has  the  fight 
thousand  yards  may  he  strategy  hut  it  isn't  much 


slow  here 


J  r or got 

isn5t  very  much  to  write  in  any 
Sampson  may  have  the  static gy 
Bombardment  of  forts  at  three 

like  war.  70  be¬ 


gin  with  away  hack,  we  arrived  here  on  June  1,  early  in  the  morning 
and  found  Schley  and  his  fleet  here  doing  nothing  at  all.  He  had 
made  a  feeble  effort  at  a  scrap  the  day  before  we  came  in  hut  he 
scrapped  at  five  thousand  yards.  he  were  greeted  with  cheers  by  an; 
the  ships  .They  are  jealous  of  each  other  hut  the;  are  all  anxious  t  , 
he  on  the  good  side  of  the  Oregon*  They  cuss  each  other  out  hut 
all  say  we  are  the  stuff.  On  June  2  we  proved  that*  Ordered  by 
Schley  to  chase  a  steamer  we  started  after  her  six  mil ^3  away.  Proa 
a  standing  start  and  no  blowers  on  for  the  first  hour  .  e  averaged 

exactly  lo  knots  for  nearly  three  hours.  The  Marblehead  sent  aft ^r 

us  to  bring  us  hack  could  not  catch  up.  She  was  farther  behind  at 
the  finish  than  at  the  start,  be  caught  the  tug  all  Oil  for  such 
she  proved  to  he,  a  news  paper  tug.  I  have  a  picture  of  myself  after 
the  run  and  if  it  is  ever  developed  it  will  show  what  a  forced  run 
meansif  a  fellow  works  and  I  did. Some  01  theengineers  didn't  even 
come  below  at  all.  But  the  GBEGOIT  has  a  name  now  end  I  believe  in 

it  if  possible.  The  Chief  has  tc  be  driven,  he  i3  no  good., 

all  the  rep.  he  has  gotten  for  this  trip  {he  deserves  0  of  it) 


keeping 
After 


wants  tc 
*  Jenson 


he 
it 

much  good* 
the  trip  a 
say  we  did 


indirect  way  for 

Y/h  J> 


is 


oe  taken  oil.  Has  even  worked  m  an 
3  young  engineer  cadet  is  about  the  only  one 
I  don't  mean  to  say  he  and  I  deserve  all  the  credit  for 
ound  hut  we  worked  about  as  hard  as  any  one  and  I  will 
every  one  of  the  fast  runs  by  ourselves  and  'Tactically 


n  1  e  -t  © 


After  it 


was  over  and  nothing  happen 
pleased  enough,  and  ready  to  take  any 


cf  11  cer; 


against  orders  of  the 
ed ,  no  accidents  he  was 

credit  *It.  isn’t,  good  patriotism  to  cuss  out  your  senior 
hut  the  Chief  himself  ftas  said  that  he  is  too  old  for  this  sort 
thing  and  I  heartily  agree  with  him.  There  are  others  also  who  are 
too  old.  It  needs  young  fighting  blood  to  carry  on  a  war,  those 
are  not  afraid  to  run  some  risk.  The  Perth  Atlantic  fleet  are 


of 


v/ho 


scared.  The  first  thing  I  heard  was:  ’’Don't  underestimate  the 
Spanish  fleet”,  the  Ooanish  fortifications  etc.  By  ,iovc  those 
people  haven't  been  near  enough  to  find  out  whether  there'  are  an; 
or  not.  The  Army  is  a  blamed  sight  worse  than  the-Havy.  ."ell  s 
thing  will  he  done  after  a  while  I  guess.  The  army  are  e*oeqted 
here  any  time  now,  and  they  may -get  here  *  any  tine. 


On  June  3  there  was  a  cable  steamer  dragging  for  a  cable,  it  is 
rumored  they  found  ana  cut  one.  The  OHBGCT1  and  Texas  were  detail^; 


to  protect  her  while  at  work, 


we 


__  r  _ _  _  _  thus  got  within  two  miles  of  Horro 

Castle,  near  enough  to  see  there  was  something  there,  I  th  ink  it 
had  been  rumor  before.  That  same  night  we  ha d  a  torpedo  attack, 
which  carao  to  nothing.  Every  shio  fired  as  fast  us  she  could  into 
the  night  except  the  CBBGCP.  The  next  morning  a  to rood 0  was  picked 
up  and  every  ship  immediately  said  3 he  had  sunk  the  torpedo  boat. 
This  torpedo  was  of  German  make  and  in  some  re snoots  belter  than 
ours.  On  June  5  the 

the  immortal  bombarded -  - _ 

minutes  of  eight  and  lasted  till  1C: 10 


lengthy  council  of  was  was  he 
-d  off  ‘Santiago  d^  Cuba.  This 
lasted  till  1C: 10*  The  two  i 


held.  On  June  o 
3  began  at  22 
^l~ots  formed  in 


,  „  '  Qh1'_  leadinr  and  Vfis  steamed  in  •this  forftiatioil  ?j 

line,  the  two  flag  shipo  Icj.  i,;  ■  f,  +  made  »■»■+.-  turn  ana 

to  within  XCOO  yards  of  lorro  frhcn  our  Med.  ouioc 

Schley  a  left  turn  when  the  rear  -snips  worn  -up  on 


turn  ana 
the  rafius  of 


3C-00 


U 


It 


to 
f  rom 


rain  and  it  was  pretty  misty  asnor.e ,  hut^I^thinfc  we  upoct^^  &  £ 

guns.  The  thirteen  inch  guns  t.&de  . - .  ^  d  ?nns  and  didn't 

minutes  aflter  we  opener,  the  rpa.naros  l^i  t0  c0aJ„ 

fire  till  we  quit..  On  June  10  -..c  -.aai.  y-  '  ' ■  .  '  tv,,rfi  about 

is  a  place  about  4Q  miles  from  here  to  tne  e~st.  *11^  v  7CC 

4  r  in  cane  the  Yq Semite  convoying  the  Pantn—  «'  / 

1.1  A.1-.  m  came  0  .e  1  arincs  landed,  tne  lirot 

Marines  on  hoard.  <>t  ' *:?  „  P‘Vsay  to  as  we  landed  4°  brines 

aoil  to.  stay..  I  -J  finding  nothing  they  came 

whiohbe  Wading  that  port  horn- 
before  we  .came.  .There  is  an  outer 

outer  harbor* 

. .  . that  the. 

the  inner  are  said  to  be 

Karble  head  drove  in.  . —  .  ,  , 

same  night,  Last  night  there  ™^anoth< xCT:  ~~  ' 

mile  or 

She  is 

a  hospital  boat  and  1  hope  tne  ^ tbrhistory°of  every 

■  '  Q?  V;as  expected.  today 9  Tnis  is  / 


the 


3 and  on  Cuban  soil  to.  stay,* 
this  ship  in  the  forenoon  to 
back  at  noon.  ,  The  Ilarbleheaa, 
bardpd  some  troops  ashore  tne  day 

and  an  inner  hwio?  and  ow  fwo«  ca.j  troops 

The'  OBb&OK  came.hac^re^n 

— o-'-r  -  ,  -  A  T  th^r^  was  some  firing  from 

action  but  nothing  nappe ned..  I  riJoh  arn  within  a  mile  or  less 

shore  4  probably  at  o v r  s t e on  1  ct  -  ; ^  -  solaoe  came  in. 

every  night  on  picket  duty.  This  morning 
evexy  and  j  hope  the  forerunner  oi  tne  army  t 

way  is " expected, 


thing  that  has  been  done 

I 


so 


f  ar . 


of  then 
we  have 

Society  of  Saval  Engineers, 
yard  are  not  down  for  .  , 

84?«SS 3.  »» «»•*« •£  t°" 

we  were  careful  not  to  fire  ""  t>n- 
exchanged  I  believe.  ... 

hut  may  G,od  byeind  with  love  to  all 


send  some  poems  I  have  copied  about  things  general ^ Some 

are  pretty  S°o4'  Journal  of  the  American 

been  getting,  not  complete.  The  Yale  ^d  Har- 

some  of  the  ships  -are  ola  Hevenue  vU.t-rs 
■'"0'  no  good  as  fighters.  The  -.ernmac 

channel  of 
in  arc  now  in  Llo  rro 

that  place. 


arc 

mho  officers 


arc  to 


;  an¬ 
on  d 
bo 


CAve  mv  love  to  all  the 
•c  don't  get  much  mail 
There  is  no  danger  irom 


nere 
this  war ,  no 


Affectionately  your  son, 


■ 

>  i  ■  . 

' 

.  . 


7 


/ 


/ 


7? 


/  Harbor  / 


\ 


/ 

/  Merrimac  Sunk 


Port 


L 


J  - 


y 


/  /> 


o 


10  guns  behind  sand  banks 

/  fj  i  k  a  /  x.  •<  X'/v>. 

Morro  _  ' 

Battery 


-.Port 


/J 


X  /  *  * 


/ 

Entrance 


300  yds. 


Vixen 


"^Brooklyn 


V 


'"^pMar  b  1  eh  e  ad 


Q  Texas^ 


Dolphin 

^  yO 

L*  Hew 
/  York 

0  Yankee 


d 


lass. 


0 


Oregon 


tvK 

/•Jowa 


0 


/ 

tC  Oreleans 


f 

Brooklyn  0 
Marblehead  0 

Texas  Q 

0 


f 

0  N.  Y. 

0  Yankee 

0  New  Oreleans 
/O 

iy  Oregon 


0 


Iowa 


/J 

i 


Mass. 


U.S.  Battleship  OREGON 

Of  f  Sant  i  ago.  A  e  Cuba  v  Cuba  r  ■ . . 

Saturday,  June  25,  1898c 

My  dear  Sister  Fanny:*- 

Accept  my  congratulations  and  best  wishes,  dear  Fanny,  upon 
your  birthday*  May  it  be  pleasant  and  happy  one,  and  may  you 
enjoy  many,  many  more  and  a  full  and  happy  year  between  each  one.* 
I  can  handy  realise  that  you  have  become  such  a  woman ;  it  seems 
but  a  few  years  ago  that  I  used  to  rock  you  to  sleep  in  your  lit**’ 
ole  crib*  You  do  not  remember  that,  do  you?  I  suppose  this  Avar 
is  not  in t er f err ing  w  1 1 h  y our  en j  oy m ent  of  y our  b ir t hd ay  to  i ts 
fullest  extent,  1  hope  not,  for  it  is  not  much  of  a' war. 


four  very  neat  and  interesting  letter  of  nearly  two  months 
ago  has  at  last  been  received  and  was  as  interesting  as  if  not 
of  that  long  ago.  When  you  wrote  the  war  was  a  thing  of  the 
future,  now  it  is  of  the  present,  and  in  time  it  will  be  a  thing 
of  the  past,  and  you  and  I  and  little  Ruth  will  all  bo  holding 
forth  upon  other  birthdays,  and  perhaps  in  other  places.  The 
certain  uncertainty  of  the  future  is  the  most  reliable  of  things 
in  this  unreliable  world.  I  hope  before  this  that  you  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  the  President,  for  he  is  man  who  will  live 
in  history,  and  be  admired  and  remembered  as  one  of  our  greatest 
men.  Bur  ing  our  long  trip  when  we  could  hear  nothing  from  the 
world,  and  yet,  knew  that  war  was  a  daily  possibility,  wc  felt 
sure  that  every  thing  would  be  managed  wisely  by  the  one  man  who 
had  control.  Anxious  as  we  were  to  turn  our  guns  shotted,  with 

tbns  of xmetal  upon  the  cowardly  race  that  slew  our  brothers  of 
the  MAINE,,  we  were  willing  to  wait  until  the  calmer  judgment  of 


this  man  said  it  was  time.  Now  the  time  has  come  ma  the  OREGON 
has  had  two  opportunities  to  turn  her  wrath  upon  the  enemy;  but 
the  opportunity  for  which  she  is  calmly  waiting  has  not  come  yet, 
the  test  and  trial  of  her  strength  has  not  been  made.  She  did 
not  race  for  14,000  miles  to  stand  a  monotonous  blockade;  she 
came  to  fight,  to  face  the  enemy  ship  to  ship,  then  will  turn 
herself  loose  in  her  full  power r  and  the  world  will  oiice  more 
stand  and  gaze*  But  I  fear  the  enemy  has  already  felt  her  eager 
had  too  strongly  to  give  us  the  one  chance  we  ask,  for  it  was 
the  good  ship  OREGON1 3  13  inch  shells  that  totally  dismounted 
one  of  her  heaviest  guns  and  left  two  more  with  their  muzzles 
pointing  skyward.  Then  it  was  the  OREGON  who  threw  her  13  and 
8  inch  shells  a  distance  of  four  miles  into  the  town  of  Guantanamo. 
In  her  eagerness  she  overreached  the  first  time,  but  the  second 
shot  started  a  R,  R.  train  for  the  country  in  such  haste  that  I 
fear  some  were  "ju3t  a  miniute  late”,  aid  I  knew  they  never  had 
such  ’’argent  business  calls  before*  But  the  train  itself  was  but 
a  creeping  3nail  for  the  third  shot  left  one  car  a  strewn  mass  of 
kindlyng  wood  and  set  fire  to  a  warehouse.  The  song  of  these 
shrieking  shells,  dear  Fanny,  ia  a  swoeter  one  than  ’’Hail  Colum¬ 
bia".,  and  one  that  holds  every  grim  old  Tar  a  breathless  listener 
until  his  straining  eyes  see  in  the  far,  dim  distance  a  belching 
cloud  of  smoke  and  dirt  and  dust  which  show  that  the  song  has 
ended  -  and  shows  where  it  has  ended.  I  may  say  that  it  is 
uusually  the  case  that  the  Spaniard  pays  the  fiddler  for  these 
little  tunes* 


■ 


n_rJ:hilG  0x  I^nuo-i  shorter  range  than  the-  monster  guns  of  the 
Oi.bGOw,  tncre  is  a  little  vessel  that  has  been  doing  excellent 
work  here  recently: 
which  you  mentioned 
night  she  runs  in  unde 


by  our  search  lights,, 
in  the  shape  of 
sound  nor  a 


I  refer  to  the  dynamite  gunboat  Vesuvius, 
having  seen  at  the  Navy  Yard*  Nearly  every 
cover  of  our  heavy  guns  and  directed 


en  emy  1  s 


c  amp 
not  a 


sion 


s-  drops  destruction  in  the 
immense  charges  of  dynamite,.  There 

flash  of  warning,  only  the  awful  aid  terrible  explo¬ 
it  tne  works  ashore.  Naturally  her  firing  is  not  as  ac¬ 
curate  as  that  of  the  OREGON  and  sometimes  the  shells  go  over  the 
crest,  of  the  hill  by  Morro,  and  often  there  follows  a  terrifiq 
explosion  and  a  red  glare  in  the  sky.  Of  the  destruction  in 
this  case  we  can  not  even  guess.  But  by  far  the  most  of  her 
shots  fall  in  the  enemy*  s  outer  works  where  they  are  intended 
and  then  the  flash  that  follows  seems  to  cover  a  hundred 


feet? 


by  a  thousand  yards.  Long  after  the  flash  comes  the  deep  and 
heavy  roar,  that  even  at  this  distance  makes  one-  feel  like 
seeking  a  place  of  safety  behind  the  13  inch  turret  barbett, 

111  but  three  of  the  visible  guns  in  the  eastern- hatter ies  are 
dismounted 9  and  for  several  days  the  enemy  has  not  fired  a  shot 
that  I  know  ox,  In  our  second  bombardment  she  fared  several  that 
I  was  well  informed  about.  Finding  things  slow  below,  I  had 
jusi.  stepped  up  on  deck  to  see  what  things  were- doing  when  with 
a  splash  a  shot  struck  in  the  water  a  hundred  yards  or  so  to  one 
side  of  the  ship*  With  the  mental  observation  that  the  Dagoes  had 
got  their  eyes  about  them  compared  with  our  first  bombardment.  T 
walked  back  on  the  quarter  deck  where  several  officers  were  stand¬ 
ing  looking  on  as  I  had  the  innocent  intention  of  doing*  I  had 
no  more  than  reached  the  deck  and  carelessly’. joined  the  rest,  when 
Shriek*  Bipl  bhistle;  Splash:  *»•  and  a  shell  struck  in  the  water 
not  over  ten  feet  astern  of  us,  I  was  fully  convinced  that  I 
had  come  on  deck  at  the  wrong  time  to  a  second,  hut  not. having 
the  moral  courage  to  go  below  with  the  great  promptness  and 
celerity  with  which  my  feelings  inclined  me,  I  followed  tie 
agile  example  of  the  rest  and  dexteriously  placed  the  13  inch 
turret  barbett  between  me  and  the  star  ting  •  point  of  this  shot* 

I  had  no  sooner  arrived  at  this  more  comfortable  position  than/ 
whew£  with  a  shriek,  and  whistle,  and  a  howl,  more  insinuating 
than  ever,  three  shots  in  rapid  succession  came  sailing  over 
that  very  turret  and  splashed  in  the  water  from  50  to  200  v cards 
beyond  the  ship.  I  thought  of  "Old  Reliable”,  the  port  engine 
below  the  armor  bars,  I  thought  of  how  she  was  my  special  charge 
and  I  was  fully  convinced  and  clear  in  my  oven  mind  that  she  needed 
me,  needed  me  badly  and  needed  me  right  away.  But  again  my  moral 
CGurage  failed  me,  and  that  any  my  curiosity,  and  some  peculiar 
charm  in  that  most  appalling  shriek,  kept  me  6ri  deck.  It  was 
apparently  one  man  with  one  gun,  a  rapid  firer,  from  one  of  the 
ships,  and  dollars  to  doughnuts  it  v/as  manned  by  the  seamen  of 
the  same  ship,  for  the  old  fellow  stood  to  his  gun  in  a  most  gal¬ 
lant  manner  and  took  our  range  with  most  uncomfortable  accuracy. 
There  was  a  feeling  of  admiration  for  this  one  plucky  fellow  and 
en  inexpressible  desire  to  make  his  closer  acquaintance.  Sure 
enough,  the  old  OREGON  was  hot  on  the  scont.  Mth  calm  dignity 
she  steamed  around  the  Iowa,  who  was  crowding  us  out  of  our  posi¬ 
tion.  around  her  and  in  front  of  her,  and  still  she  kept  going, 
straight  for  the  fort  and  the  gallant  gunner.  Suddenly  boom 
from  oar  13  inch  turret,  and  bang  from  oar  eight  inch  guns,  and 
a  perfect  hail  from  our  rapid  firers,  and  this  gun  has  not  b pen 
heard  from  since,  .  ...  i  .. 


( 


I  hope  you  and  Howell  will  have  a  pleasant  vacation  this 
summer  and  will  see  all  that  Washington  gives  you  the  opportunity 
of  seeing*  There  are  other  places  to  learn  than  in  school,  «n 
often  much  pie  as  anter. 

Give  my  love  to  Mother  and  all  the  rest*  1  hope  this  war 
will  soon  be  over  and  I  can  come  home  and  see  you  all*  u  i.  on 
much  love,  and  many  thoughts,  I  am 

Sincerely  your  brother 
(Bigned)  Mason 


*  ' 


u.  S.  3.  OREGON , 


1%'  ] 

t\ 

Off  Santiago  &e  Cuba, 

June  23,  1898 « 

* 

•  ••'l  -  11 

Ct  . 

Sir:  - 

... 

.  • 

Referring  to  your  letter  from  Engineer-in-Chi of  Goo. 

Melville,  U.3.B.,  of  May  SI,  1898,  #5037  3S,  I  desire 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  compliments  paid  me  by 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and.  by  Engineer-in- 
Chief  Goo*  W.  Melville,  as  expressed  therein,  for  the 
manner  of  the  performance  of  my  duty  in  the  recent  trip 
of  this  ship  from  Bremerton  to  Key  West,  for  which  I  am 
gratqful. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  R.  W.  Milligan, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.o.N. 

The  Commanding  Officer* 


■  4 


Extract  from  Log  of  U. S. S. OREGON,  Sunday,  July  3,  1398, 

?jc  >Jc  ^  ^  ^  ^  Y  Y  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


Flagship 
a  ship  cornin': 
steamed  full 
fleet  cf  four 
Maria  Theresa, 
Opened  fire-  at 
Shortly  after  the 
stroyer  was  seen  t< 


e  a s t w ur  d .  At  9:28  s  i  oh  t e  d 


to  General  Quarters 


and 


left  at  9:10  for  the 
out  of  harbor.  .  Pent 
speed  towards  entrance  to  intercept  the  Spanish 
armored  cruisers:  Vi  sc  ay  a ,  Aim  i  rail  to  Oquendo. 


•nd  Christ eb; 


9 


.1  Colon,  and  two  Torpedo  Do  stray  ei 


>1,  the  Odd  GOD  bein' 
beginning  cf  the  eng  a 
steam  in  on  the  boa 


blown  up  by  a  sh oft from  the 
ship..  Steaming  tc  the  west 
engaging  the 
breast  three 
beach*  At  end 
about  four  miles  on  our 
bow  AND  ALL  OF  THE  OTHER 


the  first  vessel  tc  fire 
ugement  one  Torpedo  Do- 
ch ,  and  the  other  was 


Starboard  after  6  inch  gun  of  this 
all  the  v;atch  under  forced  draft 
enemy’s  ships  in  turn.  As  this  ship  drew  up  a- 
fcho  enemy’s  ships  in  turn  steamed  in  on  the. 
watch  chasingthe  Christobal  Colon,  she  being 


U  -1 


Of 


Starboard  bow,  the  Brooklyn  ou  cur  Pert 


SHIPS  OF 
-xD'imitn .  At  12:45 
of  my  compartments  is  full  cf 
nailed  again:  "Congzatulaticns  for 
fer  ycur  splendid  assistance.” 


SIGNAL  DISTANCE  ASTERN. 
”0ne 


OUR  SQUADRON  BEING  OUT 
the  Brooklyn  signalled 
water” .  At  1:51  she  « 


OF 


sic- 


the  yrand  victory:  thanks 


^  ^ 


1 


■ 


( Copy ) 


U.S <3.  OR LGON  f 

Off  oantiago  de  Cuba, 
July  4,n1898. 


Sir :  - 

(1)  I  have  the  honor  to  repor  t  that  at  9;00  A. IvU  yesterday  the 
Spanish  fleet  was  discovered  standing1  out  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  They  turned  to  the  westward  and  opened  fire  to  which_  our 
ships  replied  vigorously,  For  a  short  time  there  was  an  almost 

continuous  flight  of  projectiles  over  this  ship  but  when  our  line 
was  fairly  engaged  the  enemy’ s  fire  became  defective  in  train  as 
well  as  in  raa^e.  The  ship  was  only  struck  three  times  and  at 
least  two  of  them  were  by  fragments  of  shells,  be  had  no  casualties* 

(2)  As  soon  as  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy’s  ships  were  try¬ 
ing  to  break  through  and  escape  to  the  westward,  we  went  ahead  full 
spped  with  the  determination  of  carrying  out  to  the  utmost  your 
order;-  ’’if  the  enemy  tries  to  escape  the  ships  must  close  and  en¬ 
gage  as  soon  as  possible  and  endeavor  to  sink  his  vessels  or  force 
them  to  run  ashore.”  be  soon  passed  all  of  our  ships  except  the 
BROOKLYN ,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  Schley  .  At  first 
we  only  used  our  main  battery  but  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy’s  torpedo  boats  were  following  their  ships  we  used  our  rapid 
fire  guns  as  well  as  the  6”  with  telling  effect.  As  we  ranged  up 
near  the  sternrnost  of  their  ships  she  headed  for  the  beach  evident¬ 
ly  on  fire,  be  raked  here  as  we  passed  pushing  on  for  the  next 
ahead  using  our  starboard  guns  as  they  were  brought  to  bear  and  be¬ 
fore  we  had  her  fairly  abeam  she  too  was  making  for  the  beach.  ^The 
two  remaining  vessels  were  now  some  distance  ahead  but  our  speed 
had  increased  to  sixteen  knots  and  cur  fire,  added  to  that  of  the 
BROOKLYN,  soon  sent  another,  the  Yiscaya,  to  the  shore  in  flames. 

Only  the  CRISTOBAL  COLON  was  left  and  for  a  time  it  seemed  as  if 
she  might  escaioe  but  w hen  we  opened  with  our  forward  turret  guns  aid 
the  BROOKLYN  followed  she  began  to  edge  in  toward  the  coast  and  her 
capture  or  destruction  was  assured,  ns  she  struck  the  beach  her  flag 
came  down  and  the  BROOKLYN  signalled;-  "Cease  firing  following  it 
with  Congratulations  for  the  grand  victory.  Thanks  for  your  splen¬ 
did  assistance. 

(3)  The  BROOKLYN  sent  a  boat  to  her  and  when  the  Admiral  came 

up  with  theNEb  YORK,  TEXa.3,  and  VIXEN  she  was  taken  possession  oi , 

A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  from  this  ship  under  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
mander  Cogswell ,  Executive  ofiicer,  but  before  11  E.ivn  tae  ohip , 
which  had  been  filling  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  stop  leaks.  Was 
abandoned  and  just  as  the  crew  left  she  went  over  on  her  side. 

(4)  i  cannot  sneak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  bearing  and  con¬ 
duct  of  all  on  board*  this  ship,  bhen  they  found  the  OREGON  had.  push¬ 
ed  to  the  front  and  was  hurrying  to  a  succession  of  conflicts  with 
the  enemy’s  vessels,  if  they  could  be  overtaken  and  would  engage, 
their  enthusiasm  was  intense,. 

(5)  As  these  vessels  were  so  much  more  heavily  armored  than  the 
BROOKLYN  they  might  have  concentrated  upon  her  and  overpowered  her 
and  consequently  I  am  persuaded  that  but  for  the  way  the  officere  and 
men  of  the  OREGON  steamed  and  3teered  the  ship  and  fought  and  sup¬ 
plied  herebatteries,  the  COLON  and  perhaps  the  VI3CAYA,  would  have 
escaped-  therefore  I  feel  that  they  rendered  meritorious  service  to 


. 

' 


... 

- 


the  country,  and  while  I  cannot  mention  the  name  of 
and  man  individually  I  am  going  to  append  a  list  of 
v/ith  the  stations  that  they  occupied,  hoping  it  may 
to  them  should  the  claims  of  Others  for  advancement 
ever  he  considered, 


each  officer 
the  officers 
he  of  service 
above  them 


To  the 

Commander ‘-in- Chief 
U. d. Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  Station 


Very  respectfully, 

(  Sig. )  C.K. Clark, 

Captain  U,  3. Navy, 
Commanding. 


COPY 

jfc  4-  ^  *  M  '■£ 

U.S.S.  OREGON 

Off  Santiago  do  Cuba, 

July  6,  1898. 

My  dear  McFarland: 

For  weeks,  almost  months,  I  have  been  wavering  in  my  deter 
mination  to  write  you  a  frank,  candid,  and  strictly,  confiden¬ 
tial  letter.  Exactly  how  to  begin  I  do  not  know,  and  I  may  not 
say  all  I  would,  but  first  let  me  assure  you  of  the  feeling 
among  the  young  Engineer  officers  and  the  crew  of  this  ship,-*- 
they  are  a  unit.  To  show  you  how  tho  OREGON  has  won  her  name 
I  might  tell,  one  after  another,  instances  of  all  night  work, 
of  voluntary  work,  of  officers,  who  in  every  forced  run  we  h.vc 
made,  have  stoked  and  fired  more  furnaces  with  their  own  hands 
than  any  fireman  in  the  Force,  but  it  is  not  for  this  that  I 
write.  Those  officers,  whoso  names  never  have  been,  and  never 
will  be  mentioned,  are  satisfied  with  whatever  credit  may  fall 
to  them  from  this  fact,  they  were  Engineer  officers  of  the ORE¬ 
GON; 


They  have  been  accused  of  "playing  to  tho  grand  stand", 
avo  stood  this  abuse  without  a  word,  but  now  when  the 


and  have  stood  this  abuse  without  a  word 
OREGON,  of  whom  they  are  prouder  than  any 


but  now  when  the 
one  else  can  ever  be, 


is  to  be  called  upon  once  more,  and  fails  to  respond  from  hor 
Engineer's  Department,  silence  with  them  ceases  to  be  cl  virtue. 
Once  before  they  saved  their  Department  from  this*  Shortly  be¬ 
fore  the  OREGON  reached  Key  West  all  the  Engineer  officers 
called  upon  the  Chief  Engineer  of  this  ship  and  asked  that  he 
reconsider  his  determination  to  request  that  the  ship  bo  sent 
to  some  Navy  yard,  as  in  the  opinion  of  those  officers  it  was 
not  necessary,  and  detracted  from  the  credit  of  the  run  from 
San  Francisco.  I  need  not  refer  to  the  work  tho  OREGON  has 
dono  since  then  except  to  say  she  has  stood  every  test  without 
any  serious  results,  and  that  her  machinery,  by  reason  of 
these  trials  and  tests,  is  more  trustworthy  and  reliable  than 
the  day  she  stented  from  S .~n  Francisco-  I  would  stake  my  com¬ 
mission  upon  her  ability  to  start  within  ten  days  and  steam  a- 
round  the  world  at  the  same  rate  she  steamed  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Atlantic.  There  is  enough  of  this,  I  write  it  from  my¬ 
self  alone  to  you,  as  a  friend,  for  your  own  information. 


much 


In  regard 
you  will 


■'1  to  the  great  event  ~ 
read  better  accounts 


-p 

-1 


July  3,  I  will  not  say 
than  I  could  write.  In  my 

opinion  a  full  mile  was  lost  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  chase 
for  no  order  was  ever  received  from  deck  to  start  the  fire  room 
blowers,  or  from  any  cne  for  that  matter.  In  time  they  were 
simply  started  upon  the  responsibility  of  those  below.  The 
chase  was  a  fine  one  and  ended  in  the  proper  manner  with  140 
lbs,  of  steam  on  our  boilers  and  the  engines  turning  up  133 
revolutions.  I  don't  mean  to  say  we  did 

brasses  of 


this 


for 


at  one  time  the 
fast,  but  we  seen  got 
al.  I  won't  tell  the 
to  her  limit,  and  the 
boiler,  and  they  wore 


all  the  way, 

■no  of  our  blowers  melted  and  froze 


her  t 


2:0 in;'  - 


she 


diin ' t 


white  met 


4? 
S  ' 


>rcing  the  good  ship  g 


result  is 
to  be  all 


some 
f  i  x  c 


le 


\r  M 
-'■‘‘■j 


up 


need 

got  but  she  was 
tubes  in  only  one 
by  t  enight.  Boilers 


up 


X 

— 


-2~ 


xo 


"B 


IT 


"0 


If 


and  ”D”  are  _.s  tight  ns  drums.  I  went  over  on  the 
prize  crew  to  the  Cristobal  Colon.  Her  engine  rooms  were  flood¬ 
ed  nearly  to  the  tops  of  the  cylinders  when  I  got  there,  but 
from  all  I  could  see  cf  the  ship  she  is  a  daisy.  I  am  sure  her 
engine  and  boiler  c crap ar trae nt s  wo re  deli b o r a t e ly  f 1 o o u e d „  prob¬ 
ably  an  hour  after  she  went  on  the  beach.  I  think  she  will  be 


saved  in  fair  condition, 
be  very  bad  off  either. 


The  Maria  Theresa  does  not  appear 


I  trust  you  to  destroy  this  letter  as  soon 
read  it,  and  I  also  hope,  :ny  dear  friend,  that  y 
stand  me  and  the  single  idea  I  have  in  writing  - 
thing  I  can  for  the  right  cause. 


i  you  hove 
.  will  and; 
o  do  every 


With  many  kind  regards,  I  am 

Most  truly  your  friend, 


PRIVATE 
?».'>(<  ^  ^  ^  ^  & 


Here  is  history,  facts,  an,!  sene  plainly  expressed  opin- 
of  certain  people  and  things. £***First  I  will  take  up  the 
case  cf  the  Chief  Engineer  I  have  already  told  you  of  how  he 
held  the  ship  back  in  every  possible  way  on  the  trip  around, 

I  have  told  you  cf  the  credit  he  got  and  sent  you  the  letters 
he  received  from  the  Dent,  and 


Melville.  I  also  sent  his  re¬ 


ply,  Did  I  tell  you  of  how  he  acknowledged  the  work  of  Jenson 
and  myself  in  the  Straits  by  telling  us  the  compliments  the 
Captain  had  paid  hi  n  upon  the  excellent  speed  we  were  making 
how  he  added;  "I  didn’t  tell  the  Capt(. 


and 


that  I  hadn’t 


done 


a  d-m, 
In  the 
him  to 


that  you  had  done  it  all,  hut 


s  erne 


run 


through  the  Straits  Jenson  and 


day  I  will 
myself  had 


let  us  double  up  our  watches,  the  result  was 


other 


cadet 


t  o 


that  he  ordered  the 
into  Rio  he  ordered  us  all  to  double 
Rio  he  ordered  us  all  to  double  up 


tell  him”, 
to  urge 
so  good 

uble  up  and  in  the  run 
up  and  in  the  run  into 
again  and  never  gave  anyone 


Q  O 


You  know  of  the  visit  of  Off  ley  Lyon  and 


of 


any  men  t i on  for  it* 

myself  to  him  before  we  reached  Key  West  and 
on  his  asking  to  go  to  a  navy  yard  for  a  month, 
also  how  he  spoke  to  me  in  regard  to  it  not 

navy  yard  from 


we  should  have 


md  the 


told 

good 


gone  to 

others  of  ,fp laying  to  grand  stand"-  He  has  never 
an  officer  or  man  of  the  engineers  force  that  they 
work,  oh  that  he  appreciated  it,  and  you  know  of  men 
have  worked  day  and  night,  but  thank  goodness  they  didn’t 


how  we  kicked 
I  told  you 
long  ago r  saying 
Y/e  s  t  and  ac  cus ing 


me 


once 


did 


for  the 
me  toda 
of  the 


of  this 


the 


ship. 


One  chief  machinist 


who 
work 
told 

not  officers  in  the  Engineers  Force 
rost  respected  the  work  of  the  De- 

men  to  do  it*  Every 
enlisted  man  in  the  forco  hates  him  werso  than  any  officer. 

To  come  down  to  recent  things,  every  cadet  and  Junior  officer 
smiles  when  his  name  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  any  engage¬ 
ment.  In  the  recent  scrap  the  old  man  had  no  more  to  do  with 


rl  n  tt 

<y 

Chief  Engineer 
y  that  if  there 
ship  that  he  and 


partment  would  find  difficulty  in  getting 


things 


m 


the 


than  usual,  he 
Dept,  that  was 


say 


did  not  have  one  word  tc 
in  any  way  effective  that  I 


about-  things 
know  of,  you 
the 


may  judge  of  this  from  the  result.  He  never  caught  the  Spanish 
fleet  and  he  never  could*  During  the  chase  the  old  man  called 
me  and  asked  me  to  see  about  filling  the  tanks  of  the  hydraulic 
pumps  for  the  thirteen  inch  turrets  in  a  v; ay  that  was  unusual, 
saying  "I  think  you  are  the  only  one  that  knows  how  to  do  it". 
The  duty  clearly  belonged  tc  seme  one  else  and  I  mention  it  tc 
show  you  how  little  the  Chief  allows  his  opinion  of  a  man’s 
ability  tc  affect  his  pirit  of  vindictiveness.  Then  in  regard 
to  the  prise  crew  for  the  Cristobal  Colon  he  asked  Offley  if 
ho  did  not  want  tc  go,  Offley  said  no.  Then  he  asked  me  and  t 
said  you  bet  but  I  said  there  should  be  two  engineers  and  I 
would  like  to  have  Jenson.  I  explained  hew  when  we  were  down 
in  the  straits  Jenson  asked  me  if  I  were  ever  ordered  on  a 
prise  crew  to  take  him  along  and  besides  I  said  the  Captain 


had  already  half  promised  Jensen  he  could 
a  chance.  The  Chief  said  he  would  protest 
of  us  going.  That  evening  after  Jenson  and 


ever  was 


aft 

on  our  4-8  watch  the  Chief  tried  tc 
prize  crew  at  the  last  moment  while 
knew  nothing  of  any 
to  whistle  down  to 


crew  being 


hustle 
Jenson 
sent.  Lyon 
us  what  was 


xo  if  there 
to  the  end  to  two 
I  had  doubled  up 
ever  on  the 


and  I  were  below  and 


h  a  r1 

i  1 


ciccency  enough 
I  hurried  up 


" 

' 

■ 


-2- 


Q  r  P> 
\j>  o  o 


the  Chief  and 
He  was  bound 


I  think 
would 


he 


off  in  the  same  boat.  we  did  not 
he  never  forgave  us  for  rushihg  off 

noo  lose  two  of  his  old  officers  and  if  one  of  us  went  the 
other  was  pretty  sure  to  go  for  we  had  stipulated  we  wore  to 
go  together  and  not  find  ourselves  stuck  with  some  other  offi- 
2P r  ^  o^^n other  ship,  or  our  own  ship  for  the  matter  of  that, 
ihe  onief  know  the  work  we  had  done  together  well  enough,  an"' 
he  knew  our  desire  to  work  together,  bat  he  thought  he “would 


fool  us 
another 


me . 


The  foolin- 


TO  o 


o 

cirne 


_  is  not  over  yet. 
incident  in  connection  with  the  prise  c 


a- 

of  • 


must  know 


There  is  yet 

rr,  -  .  . . -  v*ew  of  the  Colon, 

■/hen  we  came  back  about  eleven  that  night  and  the  Colon  was.  re- 
porued  sunk  ten  minutes  later  the  Chief  wanted  to  know  all 
bout  everything  I  told  him  everything  and  a  crowd  of  other  v 
icors  and  explained  how  I  though  the  ship  h.ad  been  sunk  de¬ 
liberately  by  means  of  the  Kingston  valves.  The  Chief  in  his 
new  cocky  way  laughed  at  me  and  poohhoed  the  idea,  said  it 
could  not  be  done,  etc:  he  said  so  much  he  made  me  mad  and  I 

cussed  him  cut,  he  calmed  down  ot  once.  He  wanted  to  know  why 

we  came  back,  I  said  because  the  admiral  ordered  us  back,  and’ 
added  that  her  decks  were  almost  awash  and  there  was  no  need 
for  engineers.  The  old  man  said  he  thought  now  was  just  the 
time  when  engineers  were  needed  there.  He  is  too  cofckey  to 
speak  to  new, ^ and  to  tell  the  truth  we  seem  not  to  have  spoken 
except  in  official  capacity  for  two  or  three  days,  not  since 
the  night  of  July  4.  On  that  particular  day  I  had  the  4-8  watch 

ana  about  six  all  the  drinking  water  was  gone.  You 

that  there  is  no  cold  water  on  board  the 
ice  machine  cools1 and  what  is  set  our  in 
cool  in  the  air.  It  has  been  the  Capt’s 
low  should  be  given  cool  water  from  th 
have  no  chance  to  cool  any  and  as  they  need 
of.it  than  anyone  else.  Yell  it  seems  that 
coil  came  for  the  ice  machine  and  the  Chief 

ceived  the  idea  o,£  making  the  refrigerator  room  cold  enough  to 
keep  fresh  meat.  To  this  end  he  gave  an  order  reducing  water 
for  the  engineers  men  saying  they  should  get  so  much  twice  a 
water .  The . Engineer  of  the  watch  was  not  informed  of  this.  A; 

I  said  ao  six  out  supply  was  totally  gone,  I  sent  for  more  and 
received  word  that  i  could  get  no  more  and  was  informed  of  the 
Chiefs  oruer .  Buc  for  the  skin  of  the  man  in  the  ice  machine 
room  I  would  have  made  him  anty  up,  but  I  knew  the  Chief’s  na- 
and  after  all  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  mo,n  up  there, 
sent  for  the  Chief  but  he  was  at  dinner.  About"  seven  he 
down  and  I  asked  him  if  the  watch  could  not  have  more  v 


three  d 
day  I 
gone. 

ship  except 
monkeys  and 


what 
jar; 


the 

to 


order  that  the  men  be^- 
ice  machine  as  they 

cool  water  and  more 
not  long 
immediate ly  c  on- 


a  new 


ture 
So  I 
came 
ter , 


wa- 


telling  him  that  our  supply  had  given  out  at  six  o'clock. 


He  a  lew  into  a  rage  at  once,  there  were  plain  facts  on  one  side 
and  plainer  words  on  the  other.  At  length  all  semblance  of 
reason  left  him  and  he  made  the  extraordinary  statement  that 
TTfhe  men  below  here  don’t  need  any  water”.  "The  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  is  quite  right”,  I  replied,  "it  is  an  outrage  that  such  a 
thing  should  be  permitted  aboard  this  ship".  I  do  not  uretend 
to  remember  all  that  was  said,  it  didn’t  take  long  to  say  a 


good  deal, 
undertone, 
man  to  stay 
climate  and 


qui  te 


sure 


all 


of  it  was  not  said  in”  an 
of 


nd  I  SLm 

I . have  a  faint  recollection  of  inviting  the  old 
with  us  for  a  while  but  he  had  business  in  a  cooler 
did  no c  wait  £6  even  politely  decline  my  invitation. 


Af tar  coming  off  duty  that  evening  I  called  upon  the  Captain 


r 


and  3- aid  tho  whole  thing  before  him*  I  met  with  as  much  suc¬ 
cess  as  I  expected,  but  1  knew  I  was  right.,  I  also  know  tho 
consequences  .to  me.  The  Gap  c  lied  in  the  Chief  and  the  Exec, 
Officer.  The  Exec  immediately  cleared  himself  by  saying  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  and  the-  men  could  have  all  tho  water  they 
wanted  as  far  as  he  was  concerned.  The  Chief  came  in  locking 
like  a  sick  calf,  put  his  head  on  -  ~ *'  "* --1-  ^  1 


The 


one  side  and 


0 


r>t . 


try in a  t 


stated 
act  the 


t h e  c a s e .  The  o 1 d 
refrigerator  room 

and  he 


came  m 

looked  injures, 
man  explained  how  he  was 
e  gu  u  unc  reingc-raeor  room  so  all  the  ships  company 
could  keep  fresh  meat  in  it,  and  he  was  giving  the  men  ail  the 
"ice"  water  he  coixid,  ’"he  always  did"  I  asked  the  Chief  how 
long  his  ice  machine  hod  been  running  on  tho  refrigerator  room 
-  throe  d ay s .  7a s  not  the  refrigerator  room  empty?  Yes.  How 
low  had  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  temperature?  70  degrees. 
'.rell  the  Captainknew  "Milligan”  was  doing  all  he  could  for  the 
men,  etc.,  etc.  Milligan  immediately  began  to  get  cocky  "Of 
course  he  did”,  "put  him  in  a  had  light"  etc.  I  rose  to' go* 
Oh,  don’t  bo  in  a  hurry,  Reeves,  the  skipper  says.  "That  was 
all  I  had  to  say,  Captain"  and  out  I  trots.  The  next  day  " 
Milligan"  hailed  me  on  deck;-  Mr.  Reeves,  Mr.  REEVES:  "sir?" 
"To  ^"'uble  bottom  report  ready  to  hand  i n?"  "Ho  Sir".  I 


'Is  your 


.  O  i 


wish  you  would  get  it  ready  right  away,  I  want  to  get  those 


off  my  h  and  s " .  "Aye,  ay e 
the  first  cf  the  month. " 


Sir".  By  tho 


Very 


rood , 


Sir 


way 

IT 


they  should  be  in 


It  is 
I  found  no 
the  deal. 


not  usual  to  hand 
one  else  had  dene 
Since  that  fateful 


in  double  bottom  reports  at  sea 


ni 


however  they  all  came  in  on 
:ht  the  old  man  has  been  up  at 


and 


quarters  promptly,  more  than  promptly, 

to  sec  who  is  coming  or  not  coming,  I  am  usually  to  be  seen 


always  looking  aft 


movm 


in  that  direction.  Cnee  he  was  net  looking  aft  but  was 


standing  in  the  door  looking  forward  and  I  came  up  at  his  hdrev?" 
just  in  time  to  hear  him  say: -"Ah,  Mr.  Reeves,  is  Mr.  Reeves  up 
here?"  "Y~s  Chief,  what  is  it?"  "I  didn't  see  you  that  wa s  all" 
Were  you  looking  for  me?"  but  he  was  gene.  This  is  what  is  known 
as  "horsing"-  the  Chief  is  supposed  to  be  doing  it.  I  have 
passed  through  a  good  school  though  and  had  my  experience.  The 
first  few  months  saw  my  downfall  many  times  but  after  that  I 
was  with  the  leaders.  I  need  no  more  effective  warning  than 
I  have  received  already  from  the  led  man.-  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
a  letter  which  I  have  written  to  McFarland,  the  private  secre¬ 
tary  of  Engineer -inChi of  Melville.  The  old  Chief  has  a  strong 
grip  there  but  I  think  I  have  rubbed  a  little  truth  onto  the 
matter  that  will  not  help  him  any.  I  spent  two  hours  on  that 
letter  and  there  is  not  a  thing  in  it  that  can  raise  any  smoke 
with  me.  McFarland  can  infer  as  much  as  ho  wants  to,  I  have 
made  one  cr  two  statements  that  I  am  ready  to  back  up  anywhere. 
The  Chief  as  far  as  I  can  learn  has  asked  to  build  a  new  ship 
out  cf  the  OREGON:  two  weeks  required  if  we  go  to  a  Navy  yard 


and  a  month  if  we 
cost,  but  he  will 


don’t.  He 
get  there 


is  in 


for  the  Navy  yard  at  any 


when  he  is  detached. 


Now  for  Schley,  the  rumor  among  the  men 
ready  been  courtmar tialled  for  cowardice, 
ground  work  of  what  I  have  to  say.  In  th 


O' 


is  that  he  has  < 
that  is  the 
first  place  he  is 


l1- 


and 


liable  from  being  out 
when  the  Spanish  fleet 


of 


blockading  position  with  his  flag  ship 


V. 


ut,  next  he  had  only  part 


of 


his 


■V 


4- 


ft 

V 


boiler  :jo\ 


boiler 


lone;  +"■ 


jl 

vVl.UU 


and  next 
the  chc.sc  was 
acted  in  an  uncxplain  .bio 
afrc.il  it  was  the  best  oil 
time .  Hew  that  is  as 


ally  started  fires  in  one  more 
Lastly  he  anl  the  Brooklyn 

’t 


r  or 


of  J uly .  Officer s 
their  minis  the' 
down  her  colors  ar 
slow,  7c  all  know  h 
our  victory.  As  for 
1  ay  w  as  t  h  a  t  P  an  A  a 1  s 
go  the  day  the  "llavy 
bout  this  and  it  may 
fix  Shatter  up  in  my 


he 
on. 

way  lurin 
pain tiny 
much  of 


wh o  have 


He  v: 


said  he 
.s  afre 


p  p 


the  ser ap ,  if  ho  w ann 
of  it  I  have  seen  in  a 
.  here  as  he  was  on  the  thin 
was  a  fighter  changed 
after  the  Colon  had  hauled 


Jli  1/  © 


he  lost  that  ship  by  being  so  infernally 
his  tried  to  cheat  the  OHIO OH  out  of 
Shatter  ho  is  another.  The  report  yostor- 
army  of  6000  troops  had  yet  in  to  6 ant la- 
escaped”  .  I  have  hoard  nothing  more  a- 
be  a  rumor  but  even  if  it  is  that  doesn’t 
mind.  He  should  be  in  Santiago  if  Shifter 


By  the  way  the  Captain  asked  Johnson  to  set  him  th< 


curing 


stations  of  all  the  officers 
engineers  down  Jenson  in  the 
and  Lyon  in  the  fire  rooms. 

•the  deuce  said  he  and  I  were  out  there  as  much 
he  didn’t  think  our  stations  should  be  out 
They  were  really  not  our  stations  at  all,  Johnson  said  nu 
would  tell  the  Crept,  but  you  know  the  way  he  told  the  Ce.pt. 
once  before.  Jenson  told  Offley  about  it  and  Offley  want  to 
Capt.  on  the  quarter  deck  and  told  him  himself,  but  everv 

the 


the  scrap  and  he  put  the 
after  pump  room  me  in  the  P.L.R. 
Jenson  heard  about  it  an d  raised 

as  any  one  and 
down  in  that  way. 

ho 


the  Capt.  on  the 
body  gets  credit  on 
alike  remember  what 
on  deck  and  watched  the 
ncers  a.s  to  have  ’worked 


credit 
te 
r 


any 
way. 
it  is 
Chief 
the  time 


s. 


n  o 
uD 


that 


I 

fo 

is 


1  i 


But 

you  all  this  to 

o  u  tiy 


ship  alike,  engineers  alike,  deck  men. 
y.  Jenson  and  I  may  as  well  haa*e  set 
chase  together  with  some  other  engi- 
the  way  we  did-  as  far  as  getting 
is  a  small  part  of  the  thing  any 
show  you  how  nearly  impossible 
a  place  as  the 

nstaiitly  mumbling  something  about 
now.  He  said  he  should  act  5  numbers 


man  to  stay  in  such 


The 


be  promoted  in  proportion. 


else 

ing  way.  Be  careful 
It  must  not  be  kept. 


o: 


tms 


bos 


u  Havy . 

”5  numbers”  all 
nd  every  one 
Jensen  says  his  mind  is  giv- 
t  place  for  it  is  the  stove. 


t u 

' 


Dear  Mother;- 


U.S.S,  OREGON 
Off  Santiago  de 
July  7,  1898, 


Cuba 


tci 


lime  has  been  short  and  the  need  for  sloop  greater  than 
U|U?v  ^-ncG  third  of  July  or  I  would  have  given  you  the  ; 

01  that  day  before  this.  Now  I  will  try  to  give  you  a  longer 
• -?  ma^°  UP  ‘^or  the  delay,  -Also  ov ory  thing  I  will  write 
wni  ue  as  accurrate  as  my  oyee  could  soe  or  as  accurate  as  I 
ha\ o  been  able  to  learn®  The  call  for  Sunday  quarters  had 
just  sounded  and  1  had  laid  aside  a  3. otter  I  was  writing  to 
Eleanor. and  buckled  on  my  sword  when  the  alarm  for  general 
quarters  sounded.  This  was  something  unusual  in  the.  day  time, 
and  every  one  stopped  for  a  moment  in  surprise:  the  next  mo¬ 
ment  every  one  knew  as  surely  as  if  ho  had  seen  with  his  own 
eyes  -  the  Spanish  fleet  was  coming  out.  There  was  an  eager- 
ness  and  a  business  air  that  had  not  marked  out  previous  prep¬ 
arations  for  the  several  bombardments  and  which  stirred  ones 
blook  to  feeli  Here  at  last  was  the  one  chance  we  had  been 
wishing  for  so  long  here  was  the  OREGON  to  try  her  true  strength 
her  ppeed  and  her  gun  power.  What  she  showed  herself  to  be 
the  world  will  hesitate  to  believe  for  in  twenty  minutes  she 
blew  more  dust  on  the  Dagoes  than  the  battles  of  the  last  cen¬ 
tury  had  yet  dreamed  about.  An  officer  from  the  Texas  says 
it  was  a  magnificent  sight  to  soe  the  OREGON  go  into  action. 

She  picked  up  her  head  and  snorted  and  then  she  went  in  with 
a  dash  and  a  thunder  and  a  roar  belching  fire  and  smoke,  and 
in  two  minutes  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  belching 
clouds  of  smoke,  a  dark  hulk,  and  a  stream  of  foam,  I  never 
dreamed  of  such  a  terrific  cancnnade  as  the  first  few  minutes 
of  that  scrap,  and  the  beauty  of  it  was  there  was  a  scrap  on 
tho  other  side  and  the  best  man  was  to  lick.  The  rapid  fire 
guns  of  the  Sp:  *  ' 


guns 


they 


.nish  fleet  were  going  fast  enough  but,  great 


were  going  screatch,  shriek  over  head.  The  result 
ours  vre  have  since  learned  was  too  terrible  to  relate.  The 
Almirante  and  the  Vizcaya  are  simply  torn  and  ripped  to  piec 
:The  Vizcaya  the  OREGON  destroyed  almost  alone  and  she  did  1 
most  mercilessly.  A  13"  shell  tore  through  her  bov/s,  she 


of 


turned  and  ran  for  the  beach  and  then  13",  8",  6",  and  6pdr 
tore  her  from  stem  to  stern.  She  was  afire  in  a  dozen  nlaces 
a  guns  crew  could  not  stand  up  at  Tier  guns,  three  of  her 
zines  blow  up,  a  torpedo  exploded  in  the  tube,  she  was  afire 


■ —  V  V  ^  V— <  v  ^  Jj*  -±~  V  VV  V  -<V  X  AX  W  4  -k.  ^  ^  X  -J-  X- 

forward  and  aft:  her  loss  of  life  must  have  been  frightful, 
and  the  OREGON  never  on  ce  stopped  nor  turned  she  kept  straight 
on  for  there  was  another  ahead  and  there  were  others  of  our 
fleet  behind.  I  send  you  an  extract  from  the  ship's  log  of 
that  dat.c  which  is  correct  in  regard  to.’  the  general  details. 

The  OREGON  will  be  accused  of  trying  to  take  others  glory, 
but  there  are  others  trying  to  take  the  glory  from  her,  and  it 
was  surely  the  OREGON’S  day,  you  may  read  some  thing  of  tho 
truth  in  the  papers,  but  what  I  write  are  facts  and  details, 
unpainted  and  plain. 


I  lost  no  timo  getting  below  when  the  alarm  was  sounded 
for  I  knew  full  well  the  day  would  call  for  the  best  the  engi¬ 
neers  of  the  fastest  battleship  in  cur  Navy  could  put  forth. 


I  found  the  men  pouring  below  full  of 


strength  and 


confidence 


> 


■■■HI 


■HI 


- 


■! 


knowing  .as  well  as 
was  to  bo  f  ‘/U  ~h t , 
cornin':  out,  mt  t  o 
overhaul  them.;  In 
vun  #17,  our  S, 


I  where  the  most  important’  paft  of 


f 


the  oaf tie 

world  famed  fly in?  fleet  cf  Spain  was 
s  oht ,  hut  to  escape ,  and  the  OREGON  was  to 


The 


ed 

was  ordered  to  fire 


three  minutes 


after  the  first  alarm  was 


for7d  6  pdr 


sourr. 

)n  the  bridge  opened  fire.  She 

- ’’Immediately"  by  Oapt,  Glark  to  attract  tlie 

at ten t i >;\n  pf  the  fleet-."  Fiphtin?  Boh  claims  the  honor  of  fir¬ 
ing  the  first  pun  as  well  as  many  other  things  th...t  he  does  not 
deserve *  Our  signal  quartermaster  Sbvhnson  reported  the  fleet 
was  cominm  out  five  minutes  before  and  was  lau ohed  at  around 
the  deck.  Ho  saw  the  smoke  moving  alonr  -behind  the  hills  cf  the 
harbor.  Presently  the  black  bows  of  the  M~ria  Theresa 
above  the  turn  in  the  harbor  and  before  she  had  rotten 
cur  6  pur.  splashed  in  the  water  a  few'  yc.rds  ahead  cf  her  bows. 
4800  yards  the  sirht  was  set* 


appe  .red 
clear 


.de  i 

am  not  sure  Ci 


I  have  m 

I  c- 

Y/e  did  not  steam 
the  direction  in 
several  signals, 


sketch 

•f 


cf  the  relative  positions  of  our  fleet, 
order  in  which  the  Spanish  fleet  came  out. 
in  immediately  at  full  speed  but  took  note  of 
which  the  enemy  was  rcinr  to  turn.  There  were 
"slow  ahead",  and  "half  speed’7  before  the  fi¬ 
nal  signal  I  knew  was  cominr  -  "full  speed"..  My  first  thought 
when  I  went  below  was  speed*  In  preparation  I  ordered  the  oil¬ 
er  to  increa.se  the  oil  feed  on  all  the  journals  to  a  stream  and 
the  machinist  to  run  the  cut  off  blocks  down  to  full  steam 
in?.  Steam  was  only  140  lbs.,  I  called  Lyon’s  attention  to 
and  he  went  out  to  prod  it  up*  (His  station  is  in  the  fire 
rooms).  In  a  few  minutes  came  the  signal  which  meant  so  much 
"full  speed  ahead",  I  opened  the  P,  main  throttle  wide 
through  the  fire  rooms  to  see  if  the  blowers  were  on* 

'“■t  and  I  could  not  find  Lyon.  I  ran  back  -  it  was  not  time 

+  Jensen  also  on  the  run  for  the  fire  rooms.  Tc- 


pen- 
i  t 


no 

walk  -  and 


and  ran 
They  were 
to 


me 


-f) 

and 


pether  we  went  to  Off ley  and 
(we  could  not  find  the  Chie 
in?  to  start  them.  Jenson 
fire  room  blowers,  and  put  on 
cause  it  is  a  fact  and  what  I 
It  was  not  the  duty  of  Jenson 
it  v/as  Lyon’s  sole  duty*  2nd. 


told 

and 


him  the 
we  also 
wen t  out  an 
forced  draft, 
consider 

nor  myself  to  start 

•TV. 


blowers  were  not  on 
told  him  we  were  ?o- 
d  started  all  the 
I  mention  this  be- 


\n  important  one 


1st* 


the  blowers. 


mey  should  have  been 


started 


before,  or  at  least  turning  over  slowly 


'Zv'A 


No  order  was 


■ 


-3- 


over  received  from 


,  ^ 


deck  to  put  on  forced  draft  although  they 
knew  we  were  chasing  £0  knot  cruisers*  V/ith  the  blowers  on, 
steam  came  up  and  I  opened  the  Port  auxiliary  throttle,  every - 
thing  cn  the  ?  engine  and  she  was  tearing  away  at  her  topmos 
speed,  while  I  noticed  the  S.  engine  was  dropping 
I  went  ever  and  found  Off ley’s  throttle  h al f 
I  had  every  thing  wide  open  on  the  P.  engine 
said.  Again  I  came  around  to  the  S.  side  and  asked  him  why 
he  did  not  open  his  throttle*  He  gave  me  some  sh^rt  answer, 
and  I  spoke  to  the  Chief  who  was  there.  Ah  the  Chief  did  not 


open. 

~""*0h 


away 

I 

all 


behind , 
told  him 
r i  ah t  he 


they  wanted 
telegraph * 


to  run 
"There 


,  ii 


Know 
room 

consider  that  means  only  one  thing.  The 


I  pointed 
Sir,  and 


n 


Port  main 
the 


full  power 
is  your  signal 

JL 

L 

wide  open.  'T  H*  told  Offley  to  telephone  up  to 
ask  them.  A  few  minutes  later  I  came  around 
what  they  said  -  they  wanted  to  make  all  the  speed 
”/e  were  chasing  the  Dagos.  I  lost  my 
O.'and  asked  him  what  he  meant. 


to  the  engine 


action  I 
engine  is 
bridge  and 
i  j-oy 
could . 


and  asked  Of'"1 


they 


at 


sr  and  cussed  strain 
Oh  they  are  a  twenty 
knot  ship  and  we  areftnly  15",  he  said.  I  wanted  to  tie  him 
in  a  knot  and  throw  him  in  a  store  room.  .Instead  I  said  he 
was  pretty  tired  and  he  mustn't  play  out,  he  had  better  go  on 
dock  and  got  some  fresh  air  and  I  would  look  out  for  awhile. 

Ho  was  rattled  and  nearly  exhausted  and  he  went  on  deck  while 
I  fixed  things.  I  opened  his  throttle  and  ran  his  cut  off 
blocks  down  and  had  her  going  before  he  got  back.  I  tell  you 
this  because  it  is  another  fact  and  because  it  and  the  blowers 
together  cost  us  in  my  opinion  at  least  a  mile  at  the  start. 


How  I  will 
about  the  scrap 
ran  up  for  short 


tell  you  what  I  have  been  able  to  find 
on  deck  and  what  I  saw  of  it  myself, 
minutes  during  the  chase.- 


out 


for  we 


The  torpedo  boats  were  the  first  to  fall*.  They  followed 
the  fleet  out  and  there  was  a  regular  hail  of  shot  and  shell 
around  them.  The  Capt.  of  one  of  them  said  he  never  once 
thought  of  trying  to  fire  his-  torpedoes,  the  rain  of  shot 
was  so  thick.  One  of  our  6"  shells  struck  one  of  them  and 
when  it  cleared  away  the  old  torpedo  boat  was  a  sinking  wreck. 
The  other  torpedo  boat  went  ashore  about  four  miles  v/est  of 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor.  About  a  mile  farther  west  the 
Maria  Theresa  went  ashore.  The  Spanish  fleet  hushed  the 


coast 


and  as  the  OHEGON  was  about  abreast  of  them  they  in  turn 
steamed  in  on  the  beach  as  our  log  says.  The  first  two, 

Maria  Theresa  and  the  Almirante  Oquendo,  were  under  fire 

our  whole  fleet.  0 AEG ON ,  IOWA,  TEXAS,  and  BROOKLYN,  and 
Almirante  Oquendo  was  pretty  badly  knocked  out.  On  deck 
say  we  went  by  the  IOWA  as  if  she  had  been  at  anchor . 

the  lead  when  the  first  two  went  on  the  beach  and  we  were 
in  the  load  when  the  last  went  on.  You  may  ask  why  th 

fleet  was  not  headed  off  by  some  of  our  fleet  to  the 


m 

\iQ 


the 

from 

the 

they 

were 


m 

still 
Spanish 


you 

our 


will  have 
speed  when 


we s  tward , 
slackened 
left  them  smoking  wrecks 
bow  were  t^u 
of  them  was  to  meet 
I  have  no  idea  how 
sponge,  but  she  -made 


to 


two  black  ships 


a 


ask  some  one  besides  me.  7e  never 
the  first  of  the  fleet  went  under  but 
on  the  beach.  Away  on  our  Starboard 
that  looked  like  hunted  rats,  and  one 
fate  worse  than  the  Almirante  Oquendo, 
g  the  Vizcaya  ran  before  she  gave  up  the 
aood  run  for  it.  I  saw  her  when  she  • 


,'1  dock  a  few  minutes 


shor 


Brooklyn  0  Colon\ 

<0  Oregon  \ 
others  8  to  miles  astern 

About  IE : 30  Jenson  and 


-4- 

turned  til  to  steam  for  the  teach,  I  came  on  ueo*  a  iuw  mmu 

frd  1  Sa'f  her  on  t'riQ  beach  smoking  from  stem  to  stern, 
saw  tne  terrible  explosion  that  went  up  from  her,  and  T  saw 

^'exas i  the  nearest  of  our  fleet  at  least  three  miles  astern. 
inc  cr oonlyn  was  on  our  port  beam  and  we  had  her  fire  banked, 
we  were  alongside  of  her  between  her  and  the  Vizcaya.  This  was 
noticed  from  the  Texas  and  they  thought  we  were  passing  the 
orooiayn  as  wo  were  and  they  were  glad  of  it  although  th^y 
coula  not  understand  it.  The  OBEGOE’S  path  was  still  straight 
on  alter  the  Colon,  the  only  one  of  the  lot  left,  but  she  was 
puling  up  a  game  run  and  things  did  not  look  too  sure.  Away 
ahoed  in  the  dim  distance  was  a  spot  v/e  looked  forward  tn  with 
nope «  one  as  I  have  said  kept  close  inshore,  / 

the  0 BEG ON  vms  a  little  outside  of  her 
and  the  BROOKLYN  away  out.  This  point 
ti'  lend  for  that  is  what  we  were-  watch  - 
ing  was  to  be  the  doom  of  the  Colon, 
she  would  have  been  caught  any  way 
out  tnis  made  it  more  certain.  One 
of ^ our  fire  room  blowers  melted  the 
white  metal  in  its  brasses  but  it  was 
started  again  without  any  white  metal. 

I  vent  on  aecle,  for  some  time  we  had  boon  gaining  very  slowly 
the  poino  of  land  was  coming  nearer,  Jenson  and  I  thought  v/e 
had  bett.r  go  back  in  the  fire  rooms.  Steam  was  only  110  lbs. 
Jenson  took  the  two  forward  boilers  end  I  took  the  two  after 
onos*  ly°n  was  on  deck.  In  15  minutes  steam  was  140  lbs.  I 
went  back  in  the  engine  room  to.  send  for  a  man  and  Off ley  said: 

Vy  out  v/e  are  spieling.  I  did  not  bt op  to  explain  why  we  were 

spieling.  Jenson  and  I  both  worked  the-  fires  like  firemen,  wo 
nad  had  experience  before.  Our  vessel  and  the  Brooklyn  both 
opened  fire,  we  knew  tne  end  was  coming.  Presently  there  was 
tremendous  shouting  cn  deck,  and  the  order  came  out  to  stop 
the  blowers,  the  fight  was  ended,  then  th-re  was  shouting  be- 

^  The  OPE  OOP  got  orders  first  to  go  back  with  the  BE  OOP 
LYE  to  look  up  the  Carlos  V  which  the  Besolute  had  come  up  and 
reported.  he  were  to  go  forced  draft  and  the  Chief  gave  orders 
to  double  up  the  watches.  By  the  natural  order  of  things  Jen¬ 
son  would  oe  cn  with  aycn  sc  he  asked  me  to  see  if  I  could  net 

arrange  it  so  we  would  be  on  together.  I  would  come  off  at 
four  after  being  on  from  9:30  that  morning  but  I  went  up  and 
told  the  Chief  th  c  I  'would  stay  on  the  4-8  so  Jenson  end  I 
could  stand  together.  He  said  the  forced  draft  would  be  about 
over  softer  that  water.  X  told  him  so  much  the  more  reason  why 
I  wanted  to  go  on.  So  on  we  went.  It  was  while  re  were  on  the 
4-8  that  I  was  selected  for  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the-  prize 
ere  .,  and  got  Jenson  along  too*  TheJf.Y.  changed  cur  orders  md 
t.c^a  us  not  to  go  east  but  to  take  charge  of  cur  prize.  Jenson 
. I  simply  r“n  up  from  the  engine  room,  black  as  you  ever  saw 
c.  nigger  and  jumped  in  the  boat.  'Yell  over  we  vent  any  way  a  - 
long  with  officers  in  clean  white  and  one-  by  one  we  clambered 
up  the  side  of  our  Spanish  prize.  On  her  quarter  deck  was  a 
sigrt.  Some  of  the  officers  and  men  had  boon  removed  but  there 
vore  a  lot  still  left.  Officers  in  their  frock  coats  with 
tneir  trunks  packed  ready  t:  move:  the  crew  under  no  control 
looting  their  own  ship.  Outside  the  vessel  was  ore  tty  .'it  n 
but  inside  she  was  a  sight.  She  was  foul  with  flit 


n 


nr 


y;  o  r 


of  course 

forward* 

something 


*  -  c-t  lo  were  her 


by  things  being 
On  her  fore c as 
of  the  horrors  of  war 
two  different  places. 


strewn  around.  jr«nar,n  o>nd  I  went 

wounded..  how  I  have  seen 


broken  in 
ful  sight 

plosion  and  hi.s  whole  chest  and  arms 
terrible.  On  the  forecastle  was  one 


One  poor  fellow  with 
Another  with  his  face 


hi s  le 
an  a  7- 


blown  full  of  powder  apparently  from  a  premature  e; 


i  •  i  ■  c< 
W  a*. 


but  his  face.,  it 
dead  man  that  we  hud  to 
ace  was  a  mattress  simply  soaked  full,  of 


In  another  pi 
There  were  only  15  or  18  wounded 
hundreds  killed  and  wounded. 


altogether  and  on  i. 
They  say  tonight  b/w 


bury, 
bleed. 

other  ships  hundreds  killed  and  wounded.  They  say 
the  captain  of  the  Almirante  Oquendo  when  he  turned  and  ran  has 
ship  on  the  beach  gave  the  order  n Starboard  your  helm,T  then 

revolver  and  shot  himself.  Having  found  candles  J-.a  - 
I  with  two  machinists  started  for  the  engine  room.  3Tei 
everything  was  flooded*  Hading  ankle  deep  through  water  cn  the 
upper  gratings  we  went  through  an  upper  passage  that  lead  to  th 

here  were  several  oil  lumps- 
ladder  but  my  second  step  plunged 
rooms  were  also  flooded.  There 


crew  ni 
sou  and 


gratings 


fire  rooms.  On  the  upper 
Taking  one  I  started  down  the 
me  into  cold  water  -  her  fire 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to 
got  out  of  this  narrow  passage  the 
from  the  3.  engine  room.  You  must 


shut  Hater  Tight  doors.  Before  we 


water  was 


o  pouring  into  it 
remember  the  dynamo os  were 
shut  down  and  every  thing  was  dark  below.  He  were  knee  deep 

we  turned  our  attention  to 


in  water  before  wo  got  out. 
the  H.T.  doors  over  the  S.A, 
w.t„  hatch  wc  could  find  and 
think  we  found  them  all.  He 
hours  and  all  the  time  I  was 
the  evening  Yarnell  brought. 


Hex  t 


and  F .  A>  compts.  He  closed  ev- ry 
from  drawings  I  brought  back  1 
worked  at  this  for  two  or  thr^e- 
suffering  from  thirst.  Late  in 
over  some  things  for  Jwiison  and  me 


e  at . 


to 
water. 


He  ate  it  in  the  admiral’ 

Things  began  to  look  bloc-  for  the  ship, 
fact  and  heeling  to  Starboard.  As  she 
and  after  one  or  two  shocks  that  shook  her 
she  floated  clear.  The  S.  anchor  was  let 


s  cabin,  where  we  found  sorm. 


sank  af t 
from 
o  sh. 


she 

ohO 


u.m 


f  01 


was  set' 
lifted 
stem  to  stern 
drifted  around 


till  her  ?.  quarter  struck  with 
P.  quarter  aground  she  began  to 
danger ously . 


An  8"  shot  had 


her  bows  to  seaward.  With  her 
fill  and  heel  to  Starboard  nor 
struck  and  gone  clear  through  her 


aft  near  the  water  line  and  the 
taking  water  in  torrents.  He  told 
would  certainly  turn  over  if  this  w 
would  do  nothing  so  we  tried  but  it 
took  mattresses  and  pillows  and  hammocks  through 


opening  on  the  S. 
Cogswell  (J  and 
as  not  plugged  up. 

the 


side  was  new 


was  too  late 


I)  the  ship 
He 

water 
muzzles 


The 


5 


IT 


runs  on 


.11  leaked. 


the  S 
This 


of  the 
ports 

on  the  H.T.  hatches  below  v/as 
matter  of  time.  Jenson  and  I 
down  on  a  hatch  and  talked  th 
whole  but  would  we  flo  .t. 
down  under  our  feet  but  that 


side  were  undor 
would  flood  the 


water  and  the  6n  gun 
gun  deck  and  our  work 
for  nothing.  The  result  was  c 
went  up  cn  the  quarter  deck  set 
matter  over.  Our  skins  were 
e  was  a  $3,000,000  ship  going 
as  not  the  most  disturbing  part-. 


It  wr-s  dark,  lrte  in  the  evening 
mile  to  a  mile  out  to  sea,  and  v. 
Between  us  and  the  beach  was 
breakers  rolling  in  on  rocks 


ill  our  vessels  from  half  a 
with  no  means  of  signallir.: 
a  long  stretch  of  bad  water  .nd 
at  the  .end.  Already  it  vras 


diffi  - 


cult  to  stand  on  the  deck  of  the  ship.  As  we  sat  th-.  re 
looked  up  at  the  high  black  hills  of  the  Cuban  coast  we 
ed  if  this  wes  to  be  the  end  of  our  glorious  day.  Tor  seme 
time  we  both  sat  silent  while  others  shouted  about  the  deck 


and 

wonder- 


-6- 


I  don 
As  f 


'  t  know 
or  me  my 


but  I  know  he  wasn’t  afraid 
the  ship,  I  didn’t  see  the 
lined  rocks  of  the  coast, 
sea.  By  and  by  we  spoke, 
we  be. Tan  to  act  a^ain  or  at 


wha t  Jenson  thought, 
thoughts  were  not  on 
ship,  nor  the  water,  nor  the  foam 
nor  the  black  spots  so  far  out  at 
I  don’t  know  who  spoke  first,  but 
least  to  prepare  to  act.  Jenson  was  in  favor  of  trying  it 

through  the  serf  but  I  thought  there  were  too  many  rocks  and 

was  in  favor  of  the  ships  and  their  boats:  the  darkness  was 
against  us  here  but  there  were  the  search  lights.  We  began 
to  look  for  something  to  float  on.  Never  before  to  our  eyes 
did  a  man  of  war  present  so  much  iron  and  steel  and  so  little 
wood.  There  was  not  a  loose  board  or  plank  large  enough  to 
support  a  man.  Suddenly  the  whole  fleet  seemed  to  be  aware 
of  our  danger  for  in  they  came.  The  New  York  came  up  on  our 

S.;  side  and  poked  us  with  her  prow  and  shoved  us  farther  up 

on  the  beach.  The  result  was  immediate  ~  we  began  to  turn  over. 
The  Admiral  became  very  much  alarmed  for  us  and  gave  orders 
that  every  soul  should  leave  the  wreck.  Boats  wore  along  side 
and  we  left  without  any  funny  business.  A~  I  clambered  down 
the  Port  ladder  the  Starboard  rail  of  the  quarterdeck  was  lapp¬ 
ing  in  the  water.  Soon  after  I  reached  the  OREGON  the  officer 
of  the  deck  reported  that  the  Colon  had  turned  over  and  was  ly¬ 
ing  on  her  beams  ends  with  her  tport  guns  sticking  out  of  the 
water.  It  was  after  eleven  when  we  got  aboard  the  good  old 
OREGON. Since  dinner  the  night  before  neither  Jenson  nor  I  had 
had  a  mouthful  to  eat  except  a  cup  of  cocoa  in  the  morning  and 
a  crust  of  bread  which  we  broke  and  share  on  the  Colon  with 
hands  as  black  as  coal  and  dirt  could  make  them.  But  I 
not  hungry,  I  could  not  eat,  but  I  was  dying  of  thirst, 
took  me  till  half  past 
turned  in  I  livedthe  h 
ly  recognized  myself 
a  wreck.  The  next  morning  we  st 
passed  the  wrecks  cf  the  vessels 
I  did 


uro:  Q 


one  to  get 
lours  on  the 
.n  the  mirror 


myself  cl 
Colon  over 


can 


It 

nd  after  I 
and  over.  I  h 


■d- 


the  next  morning,  I  looked 
back  to  Santiago  and 


11^ 
no  t 


ret  uo 


m 

.  -p 


mi 


I  saw  the  wrecks  cf  the  others  and 


t  o 

,  4-V 


e  amed 

of  the  proud  fleet  of  Spain, 
the  wrock  of  the  Vizcaya,  but 


m 


amed 


by  I  saw  more  of  the  horrors  of  war. 
has  happened  in  the  Naval  line  since, 
of  the  4th  says  the  prisoners  wounded 
and  the  dc'd  about  600.  Our  loss  you 
two  wounded  on  the  Brooklyn.  A  Spdr 
turrets  of  the  OREGON,  otherwise  she 


the  water  as  we  st< 
Nothing  of  importance 
The  official  bulletin 
and  all  is  about  1750, 
know,  one  killed  and 
hot  struck  one  of  the 
borne  a  charmed  life. 


has 


We 


■re 
Europe 
Have  h 

Q 


now  on  our 
I  think. 

.d  only  timo 


way 
liiU  s  t 


to 


to  Guantanamo  to  prepare 
turn  in  now 
tell  you  the  d 


f  or 


,r'"e+  ^  for  I  have  the  mornina  watch. 


of 

is 


the  trip  to 

’a1 

the  scrap.  Hob- 


in  the 
the 


shad 


tails 

con  is  on  the  New  York  and  his  men.  Dewey 

One  cM  army  colonel  told  us  today  that  he  saw  the  scrap  from 
the  hills  back  of  Santiago  and  he  could  not  believe  his  eyes. 
He  knew  we  could  steam  from  the  way  we  came  around  but  no w  he 
knew  we  could  do  somethin:?  else.  Goodnight  with  love  to  all. 


H: 


does  Old  Glory  look?  Every  battle 


f  la 


wa 


up  on  the  third. 


With  all  my  love,  your  affectionate  son, 


Mason  R. 


U.S.S.  OREGON, 
Guantanamo,  Sunday 
July  10,  1698* 


My  de  ar  Mo  th  c  r  :  - 


Friday  ni 
written  the  30 
phet »  I  reply 


~  +- 


.otter 


from  r--A 


:ht  at  eleven  o’clock  I  received  a 
ulte.  in  which  he  shows  great  ability  as  a  pro- 
through  you  to  all  the  family*  Congratulate 


V  '  VV-y 


Q  V. 


"is  the 

i.  some 


upon  the  remarkable  accuracy  of  his  prediction 
the  OPS GOP  is  also  open  to  congratulations, 
as  every  one  says.  Every  one  is  forced  to  say  s  , 
a  little  unwillingly  I  fear.  But  that  is  only  natural, _  They 
cannot  help  a.  little  feeling  of  jealousy  and  they  do  fairly 
well  under  the  circumstances.  It  is  amusing  to  hear 


net  tell  him 

u  stuff” 
o f  th  em 

mv  v 


Everyone  gives  the 
the  second  for  his  particular  ship. 
IOWA,  or  tho  OREGON  and  the  TEXAS, 
trying  to  do  us  out  of  everything* 
would  want  to  go  off  some  where  and 


them  though 

first  place  to  the  OREGON  but  each  one  claims 

It  was  the  OREGON  and  the 
The  BROOKLYN  they  say  is 
If  I  was  on  the  BROOKLYN  I 
hide.  She  did  rotten*  But 


The 


you  ha.ve  my  account  of  all  that* 
to  ho  reported  ready  a  week  from 
not  he  so  bad.  I  think  the  Admiral  has 


today 


port 


eg  n 
o  ct 


yin; 


P  c* 
C_>v  o 


’’rushing” 
think  it  is. 
are  rumors  a 
via  the-  Sues 
ly  she  will 


the 

he 


fleet  would  he 
hr 


reaay 


u 


50 


orders  to  do  hut 
It  is  hot  -as  slow  as  I 
that  the  OREGON  is 
cr  if  net  that  way  by  a 

overland.  I 
on 


at 

to 

fe 


OREGON  and  the  fleet  is 
,  next  Sunday,  that  will 
already  sent  in  his  re- 
that  time.  That  is  net 
do  hut  I  suppose  they 
red  it  would  he.  There 


r  ound 


to  go  bad 
ny  old  way. 


to  the 


,st 


It  is 


CO 

as  like- 

wender  if  it  would  surprise  tho 

people  much  if  we  did.  They  must  he  getting  onto  the  fact  that 
this  ship  c^n  do  most  anything.  Wait  till  we  come  bank  there 
should  be  a  chance  to  dc  something  on  this  trip.  We.  cannot 
steam  much  for  the  fleet  is  too  slow  for  us.  The  NEWARK  they 
say  cannot  make  over  12  knots  on  account  of  some  trouolc  with 
her  propellers  -  the  pitch  is  not  properly  adjusted.  The 


a!  o  o  c* 

'v/L  o  Q 


cooliers  are  slow  and  the  Mass,  is  not  in  our 
whole  I  guess  we  will  have  tr.uble  keeping  the  old 
She  isn’t  used  to  that  sort  of  thing.  I  wish  that 
suddenly  come  back  after  we  get  started .  They  say 
hack  before 

would 


son  for  that 
thing.  I  am 
Cervera’s  on 
been  tho  same 


i  e  I 


On  the 
ship  down, 
fleet  would 
if  it  comes 
see  the  rea- 
bo  the  very 


will  send  no  fleet  over.  I 
it  seems  to  me  a  fleet  them 
very  sorry 

our  way  up  from  the  south.  The  result  would  have 
excent  there  would  have  been  none  to  have  dis- 


the  OREGON  did  not  meet  that  fleet  of 


;r  with  us, 
tell  you. 

from  the 


There 


He 


is  a  young  volunteer 
to  be  a  very 
Ohio  State  College 


seems 


puted  the  hon 
on  here  did  I 
fellow,  a  graduate 

eering.  Has  had  a  good  deal  of  experience 
also  six  of  the  oadets  of  the  clcoss  of  ’99  a  fre 
still  another  year  at  the  Academy.  They  take  up 
for  the  useful  work  that  thoydo.  If  we  go  aero 
taken  off, 


Asst, 
sort  o 
in  Elec.  En 


Engr 


goc 


outside 


sh 


a 


gm- 
There  are 
lot  who  have 
lot  of  room 


^•ss  they  may  be 


f  cr 


I  must 
the 


close  this  new  i: 


getting  it 


I  v/ant  to  be  sure 
mail  is  to  leave  soon  now  and  they  have 
off  a  little  early. 


of  this 


going 


custom 


cf 


the 


Give  my  love  to 
rest  of  it  when 


all 


sh; 


the 

:ets 


relatives, 
to  Spain. 


The  OREGON  will  fix 
Good  by  and  all  my  love- 


Affectionately  your 


son 


Mason. 


' 

- 


Engineer '  s 

think  con  so< 


I  enclose  a  oo;iy  of  errpt.  uic.rk's  official  letter  (report) 
of  the  scrap.  It's  O.K.  except  no  mention  of  En-meor  s  iorco 
who  certainly  le serve!  it.  Anyone  who  yt^ps  t. 
the  Oregon's  victory  was  the  Engineer's  success 
O.K.  though.  Didn't  work  his 
facts.  S -y  if  wo  stay  hero  send  no  a 
letters  I  cannot  send  C.O.D. 


Clark  is 
mouth  to  the  utter  exclusion 
few  stamps  for  those 


of 
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.  '  tj  \rx  xc.t  DSXTUUKW,  JVLU  * 

Friday,  Aug,  .26,  1898  10  A„M. 

Dear  Brother  Howell; 

Yesterday  we  had  Battalion  drill  and  the  1st  Serg!t  being 
absent  and  we  having  only  one  Lieut.  I  had  to  take  command  of  the 
rd  plat ora •  The  Capt,  having  gotten  his  company  on  the  line  wrong 
end  to  and  vve  being  the  right  company  of  the  battalion  my  plattoon 
was  the  end  one  in  line  and  the  Load  one  in  column.  Nearly  all 
the  other  platoons  were  commanded  by  commissioned  officers  but 
that  didn't  keep  than  from  getting  into  horrible  gambles.  My 
platoon  didn1 t  get  mixed  once  and  once  I  kept  the  other  platoon 
of  our  company,  the  one  commanded  by  the  Lieut,  from  getting  out 

of  place.  You  soe  one  of  aur  Lieut's  is  absent  on  detached  duty 
and  hence  whenever  the  Capt.  Lieut,  or  1st  Serg1 t  is  absent  I  „ 

have  to  command  a  platoon.  I  have  done  so  several  times  in  Co-, 
drill,  McLean  and  I  don't  have  to  take  any  instructions  from  the 
Capt.  or  Lieut,  on  points  of  drilling,  he  sometimes  help  them 
out  -  without ’'talking"  about  it  of  course.  Yesterday  some  of  the 
boys  chipped  in  40  cts.  and  a  fellow  named  Pirkey  (  6-f-  feet  tall) 
and  myself  got  away  long  enough  to  ret  a  half  bushel  of  peaches 
from  a  farmer  near  by .  while  he  was  picking  them  we  had  all  wo 
couIcl  eat  of  dead  ripe  juicy  peaches,  some  we  re  slightly  spTJiled 
but  the  rest  would  be  fine. 

My  most  intimate  friend  Maurice  Miller  from  Baltimore  has 
gotten  a  camera  and  I  may  invest  a  little  in  pictures.  They 
will  be  interesting  reminiscences  of  army  and  camp  life.  Am 
pleased  to  learn  of  your  sic  ill  in  athletics,  he  are  an  athktic 
family,  a  fellow  is  playing  a  guitar  in  my  ear  and  others  are 
standing  around  and  talking.  Last  evening  some  of  us  had  a  game 
of  enchre  by  candlelight  under  the  stars.,  It  was  quite  pleasant. 

Must  close.  Good  bye  write  again,  Love  to  all, 

Your  loving  brother, 

Edk 


\  i 
k) 


4 


i 


v 
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Sat.  ii iv  Ski  mg  9  ;  a»Q  P « ivl*  I)  c  •  189  8 » 


Dearest  Mother: 

Enclosed  find  order  for  twenty  five  dollars.  I  »r^s  unable 
to  get  to  town  so  sent  in  yesterday  by  one  of  the  fellows  and 
got  the  order.  I  ouall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  you  use  all 
the  money  I  send  dome  and  shall  be  very  much  disappointed  if 
you  do  not  use  it  and  go  without  anything  you  need.  It  doesn’t 
tatce  any  small  amount  to  live  and  educate  two  children  in  a 
place  like  Washington,  The  money  is  yours  —  to  do  with  as  you 
choose* 

It  is  after  taps  and  I  am  sleepy.  The  Lieut,  has  just 
come  in  ana  says  he  is  detailed  to  build  a  bridge  over  near  town 
and  wants  me  to  help  him.  Is  going-  ever  to  examine  the  site 
to  morrow.'  I  had  planned  to  take  a  long  w alii  into  the  country 
and  eat  opossum,  but  ruess  I  \tiil  rive  it  up.  le  h«ve  heard 
nothing  of  the  results  of  our  examination.  fh^/  ^re  keeping 
pretty  close  mouthed  and  I  guess  we  won' i  hear  at  all  unless 
we  get  a  commission  from  Warning  ton.  Somebody  might  find  out 
at  the  Vv a r  jj ojl» tm eu t  t hough  it  is  nar dip  pr o b abl  e  an d  w  ou Id 
involve- a  good  deal  of  trouble.  Monday  Cue  President  visits 
Macon  aiiu  I  suppose  there  will  be  a  big  hallaboloo.  \ie  are 
really  under  marching  orders  and  ready  to  go  at  any  time.  There 
is  a  persistent  rumor  that  we  go  go  the  Philipines  but  I  place 
no  confidence  in  it.  I  think  we  go  to  Trinidad  Cuba. 

Remember  me  with  love  to  all 
Good  Light  Lovingly  your  Son 


Ed son, 


-i-iK.  •»'-«  -Jk. 


-•  w- 


*  .'^lu 


*.*JW 


Jatt .  ■ ':. ‘iiWUi  Atviwfc&si  ^a-iV* >>, c--J-'-.-v.Vv.'.  wa 


Camp  Fern an a,  Macon  Ga. , 

Thur.  Eve*  Dec*  15,1898. 

J  u 


Dearest  Mother  and  All: 

Again  I  find  that  I  am  away  behind  in  writing  to  you.  There 
is  just  as  much  to  do  as  ever  and  the  days  are  fretting  short.  Both 
your  letters  have  been  received  together  with  the  papers.  I  sup¬ 
pose  Mase  is  very  proud  now  and  I  don't  wonder  that  he  ‘seems  in^ 
good  spirits.  Give  him  my  congratulations  if  I  have  not  already 
sent  them. 

The  Third  Battalion  left  for  Cuba  this  afternoon.  be  all  ma 
ed  to  the  depot  and  gave  them  the  fare?/ ell  salutations.  They  go 
to  Matanzas  and  become  part  of  G.ven  Leis  Corps,  ilo  doubt  we  will 
follow  soon  but  may  go  to  another  p^rt  of  the  Island.  I  am  glad 
we  are  going  for  a  time  now  that  we  are  in  it  I  don't  think  there 
is  much  danger  of  our  staying  there  more  than  a  few  months.  The 
Battalion  which  has  gone  was  in  command  of  the  Lieut,  Colonel.  The 
Colonel  and  Regimental  Hdgrs.  retrains  behind. 

The  President  is  expected  here  next  Monday  and  preparations 
are  being  made.  All  of  the  military  will  of  course  be  turned  out 
ana  paraded.  b e  had  a  review  and  parade  last  Tuesday  principally 
for  the  purpose  of  practicing  up  for  the  President's  coming.  We 
stood  around  for  a  couple  of  hours  while  the  parade  was  forming 
and  I  caught  considerable  of  a  cold,  as  we  got  pretty  well  w armed 
up  while  marching  down.  The  main  thing  about  a  review  is  the  stand¬ 
ing  around.  It  is  about  three  miles  down  town  and  a  review  down 
there  consumes  most  of  the  day.  bill  send  a  few  papers  that  you  may 
like  to  read. 

There  has  been  another  examination  of  candidates  for  commissions. 
They  decided  to  overlook  my  trouble  and  allowed  me  to  take  the  ex¬ 
amination.  There  were  over  thirty  candidates  two  from  each  company 
besides  those  from  the  non-commissioned  staff.  From  this  number 
ther a  are  to  be  five  recommaid ed,  the  recommendations  to  hold  good 
for  three  months.  At  present  I  understand  there  are  two  vacancies. 

Vv e  k new  of  the  examination  only  two  or  three  days  before  it 
occurred,  and  so  had  notime  to  study  up  any,  or  practically  none, 
be  had  to  appear  individually  before  the  six  members  of  the  examining 
committee,  coming  before  each  in  turn.  They  examined  us  on  the 
whole  range  of  tecninacal  and  military  subjects.  The  Lt.  Colonel, 
two  Majors  and  three  Captains  comprised  the  examining  committee,  be 
may  not  hear  for  some  time  what  the  result  of  the  exam  is.  All  of 
the  fellows  thinx  I  am  sure  of  a  place,  but  there  is  no  surety  about 
it,  thougn  I  have  no  special  reason  to  feel  discouraged. 

Last  Sunday  the  day  before  the  examination,  Srgt.  Locke  and  I 
toox  some  booxs  and  went  into  the  country,  b  e  found  a  neat  little 
larxey  cabin  and  arranged  for  dinner  during  its  pr epar ati  on  we  sat 
.n  the  sun  and  studied.  After  dinner  we  aid  the  same  thing  for  a 
;ime.  It  was  a  very  interesting  day.  be  made  arrangements  to  have 


4> 


an  apposum  cooked  next  Sund-^ 


and  are  poing  hue  a  to  eat  it. 


It 

I  to  nil. 
which  a 


is  nearly  tops  hid  I  must  close,  lemonhe^  me  with  love 
This  letter  is  written  with  a  fifty- cent  fountain  pen 
fellow  gave  me.  The  pen  doesn’t  work  ver^  well* 


V.ill  try  to  write  again  soon; 

Yolir  loving  son, 


Edson, 


Rock  Falls,  Ill. 

Sat*  Oct.,  28,  1009 


{j 


Dear  Brother  Howell; 

I  feel  ashamed  of  myself  to  think  that  I  hive  let  your 
birthday  come  and  ro  without  writing  to  you,  hut  I  have  been  mov¬ 
ing  about  so  much  the  past  week  that,  while  1  have  had  but  little 
to  do  in  the  line  of  worn  still  I  could  get  no  opportunity  to. 
write  to  you.  ns  I  write  today,  I  am  in  an  old  tent  pitched  in 
the  middle  of  a  peat  bog,  by  the  side  of  a  hole  in  the  tog  in 
which  hole  or  Pit,  culvert  No.  2  is  to  be  laid.  The  pit  ,.s  about 
200  feet  long/ 40  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  and  today  has  about 
8  feet  of  water  in  it.  They  have  a  centrifugal  pump  non  by  an  18 
horse  power  engine  with  which  the  water  will  be  pumped  out  of  the 
pit  Mona  oy  morning  when  work  is  again  commenced.  How  many  gallons 
of  water  per  minute  must  such  a  pump  throw  in  ore. er  to  pump  ohe 
water  out  of  the  pit  in  6  hours  as  they  expect  to  do?  Send  me  your 

solution.  _ 

Mother  wrote  me  about  the  offer  you  had  at  woo  card  ana 
Lathrops.  Your  desire  to  accept  the  place  and  be  earning  something 
'was  certainly  commendable,  for  he  who  succeeds  and  oecomes  of 
of  use  to  the  world  must  become  so  largely  through  his  own  ciforts; 
and  it  might  seem  as  though  the  sooner  one  could .  commence  this 
Struggle  the  more  chance  of  success.  However  this  is  not  ne¬ 
cessarily  so  and  circumstances  must  decide  the  question.  In  yoir^ 
case  you  undoubtably  have  high  aims  and  aspirations,  as  y ou  shorn  - 
have/  High  not  only  as  regards  your  own  temporal  welxare,  but 
also  as  regards  the  good  you  can  do  in  the  world  which  is  tne  true 
success.  To  properly  fullfil  these  aims  and  asp irationsy  )u  must 
be  thoroughly  trained  mentally  ana  moially  an-.  ph^  oically .  i 
is  no  doubt  about  this.  The  chances  for  the  untrained  man  to 
meet  with  success  are  growing  less  ana  less.  iPr  thti  mar  e  tin 
training  which  one  gets  in  practical  business  life  does  not  now 
fit  one  for  success  as  it  used  to  do.  The  development  of  science 
and  industry  and  the  complicated  nature  uf  our  social  system,  call 
for  a  special  training  before  one  is  fitted  to  grapple  w  ltn  tnem 
successfully.  Now  this  special  training  is  citing  more  aid.  more 
be  found  in  our  school  and  college  system. 

Now  I  know  that  it  has  a 3w ays  been  your  aim  to  secure  a 
college  training,  and  you  may  think  that  to  have  accepts  tne  alaee 
at  the  store  would  have  helped  you  in  this  respect.  Therefore 
three  reasons  why  this  would  probably  not  be  so.,  1st,  It  a^es 
net-stand  to  reason  that  one  could  work  eight  or  ten  hours  a  doy 
find ‘Still  do  the  same  amount  of  school  work,  and  do  it  so  w  ell, 
as  if  he  were  not  working.  It  is  the  thorough  mastery  ot  tnc 
school  training  that  does  us  the  most  good.  2nd-  Every  inch 
gained  now  in  the  school  training  when  all  is  smooth^ sailing  may 
mean  much  more  to  you  later  when  you  may  be  comp  ell  eu  to aepend 
largely  upon  your  cwn  resources.  In  otner  worts  your  ability  t 
earn  n»,  is  small  as  compared  with  your  ability  to  progress  m 
school  work.  Hence  your  plain  duty  n.w,  is  to  ret  along  as  ra- 
SK  al  well  in  school  work  as  possible,  ani  to  do  your  earn¬ 
ing  ilater  when  it  may  become  necessary  and  when  you  will  be  able 
to  do  it  to  better  advantage.  Of  course  summer  wonc  which  v  oulc. 
not  Interfere  with  school  work  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing. 

3rd.  To  Iron  out  of  the  day  school  ard  enrage  in  regular  em¬ 
ployment  would  bring  you  in  contact  with  a  class  of  people  whose 
aims,  either  from  choice  or  from  necessity,  are  not  very  hit.*,  tu. 


ioq(T 


r 


whose  principal  aim  is  to  get  what  on j oy  men  t  they  can  ou  u  of  v/|^t 
they  may  he  a  hie  to  earn*  This  sort  of  association  would  liOv  oo 
a  help  to  you.  Your  place  is  with  those  who  are  pushing  on_  to¬ 
wards  the  top.  1  do  not  mean  that  you  should  shun  otheis,  i o -•  >  ou 
may  he  able  to  help  them  in  many  ways  and  it  is  your,. 'duly  to  do 
so]  hut  simply  that  you  can  not  make  thejn  horn  companions  ncr  take 
them  for  examples  if  you  hope  to  gain  the  high  place  whies  is  your 
aim  and  which" you. may  expect  to  reach,  •  _,v' 

r 

Rock  Palls',  Sim.  Pec*-  17,  1899* 

pear  rlow  el  L  *  ■  * ,' 

You  see  it  has  been  many  weeks;  since  I  began  this  letter  to 

you,  aid.  if  I  should  let  Christmas  and  the  New  Year  come  without  . 
finishing  it  I  should  not  know/What  to  think  of  myself 0. -  ■ 

I  am  going  to  give  you  , some  more  advice  considering  our  re¬ 
lations  you  will  pardon  me,  I  am  sure,  for  I  dislike  very*  mooli  to 
preach  at  ary  one  as  if  I  were  better  than  they*  But  when  1  go 
about  the  world  and  see'  so  many  of  the  young  men  oi  .  to  a  ay  .in.. ling 
into  ways  of  error,  through  no  fault  perhaps  of  their  own,  but. 
largely'  through  lack  of  control „  or  direction,  or  counsel*  1 
cannot  but  feel  that  if  any  counsel  of  mine  can  help  a  younger 
brother  through  the  dangerous  places  of  life,.  I  ought  not  to  he¬ 
sitate  to  give  it.  Your  position  is  somewhat  peculiar.  You  are 
surrounded  by  many  temptations  which  Mason  and  myselx  never  knew* 

All  boys  in  the  city  are.  If  you  do  not  yield  to  them  you  deserve 
the  more  credit*  Again  you  have  no  father  to  help  you  which,  an 

your 
the 

influence 

First  then,  ^Listen  to  and  heed  the  wishes  of  your  mother  in 
all  things*  This  may  seem  a  little  arbitrary,  but  remember  theu 
she-  is  the  best  friend  you  have  or  possible  can  have,  that  your 
interests  are  hers,  and  that  anything  winch  she  could  do  for  yonr  _ 
welfare  she  would  do.  She  has  given  the  principal  part  of  her  li.; 
for  us  ard  we  ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  to  do  anything  wc.m  , 
to' keep  sorrow  from  her  in  her  declining  years.  She  may  not  qui.c 
appreicate  the  circumstances  in  every  instance  but  if  you 
her  in  most  things  she  w  ill  then  more  readily  yield  to  you  wh  en  yo.\ 
really  wilh  it.  Again,  never  do  anything  you  would  not  wish  to 

have  her  know  about.  This  is  old  advice  I  know,  but  if  you  will 
follow  it,  you  will  always  decide  right  in  many  cases  where  you 

migh follow  upUyour  school  work  with  energy  end  make  that  your  chief 
business.  I  have  already  written  about  the  value  oi  your  doing 

bhlS* As  a  final  induction  I  would  say,  be  careful  in  the  selection 
•of  your  reading  matter.  Read  nothing  you  would  not  care  to  have 
your °mo the r  read  or  your  sister  read.  Bad  literature  is  a  very 
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case,  is  a  loss  you  can  hardly  appreciate*  You  have  reached 
age  at  which,  I  realize  now,  I  needed  a  strong  ana  controlling 
Under  these  circumstances  a  few  words  of  mine  may  be 


easy  and  common  way 


in  which  character  is  undermined,  aid 


its 


evil 

influences  "creep  in  without  our  hardly  knowing  it8<  But  the  worst 
feature  of  it  is,  that  it  is  a  waste  of  valuable  time  which  we  ought 
tfbe  using  for  our  own  food,  or  better  of  the  good  of  some  one 
else?  Understand  me.  Howell.  1  do  not  wish  you  to.be  a  "foody 


goody"  boy  of  the  story 


tory  book,  or  an  angel.,  nor  do  I  expect  you  to 


escape  a 


knowledge  of  tho  sins  and  vices  of  the  world,  nor  foil  to 


extend  a  helping  hand 
and  'must  stay  in  it 


to  a  weaker 


p  q 
c  C> 


Q.r other ,  for  we  are 
long  as  our  mortal  lives  last. 


in  the  world 
hut  V/hat  I 


do  wish  is  that  you  may  avoid  the  ways  and  pit  falls  which  destroy 


character  and  usefullness ;  and  grow  in  the  way  Gcd  intended  us  to 
grow,  violating  none  of  His  laws,  the  laws  of  nature,  and  becoming 
a  fully  and  properly  developed  man,  capable  of  m eking  tho  world 
better  because  of  your  being  in  it. 

There  is  a  favor  I  would  like  to  ask  of  you  before  closing. 


Perhaps  you  remember  those  little  phomplets 
Ice”  gotten  out  by  Beach,  Munn,  and  myself. 


on  the  "Strength  of 
I  would  like  to  have 


you  send 
You  will 
shelf  of 
paper  or 
Charlie , 


me  four  or  five  of  them  -  I  want  to  give  one  to  Vrneeler. 
find  them  on  the  top  of  some  other  papers  on  the  top 
the  little  case  over  tho  stairway,  Poll  them  in  a  nows- 
any  other  good  way.  When  you  write  tell  me  about  Raymond 
and  all  our  other  acquaintances.  Don’t  follow  my  ex-  ' 


ample  but  write  as  soon  as  convenient 

Love  to  all. 


Your  loving  brother, 
E&son, 

Tampico,  Ill.  Jan.  17,  1900. 


D 


ear 


Brother  Howell: 

Your  solution  of  the  problem  I 
nicely  worked  out,  I  am  pleased  to 
ual  training  so  well  and  are  doing 


sent  you  was  correct  and  very 
learn  that  you  like  your  man- 

such  good  .work  in  it.  I  am  in- 

lino  of  Mechanical 


my  energies  m 


clined  to  think  that  your  talents  lie  along  the. 

Engineering,  If  you  think  so  too,  I  would  bend 
ttut  direction,  not,  however,  to  the  neglect  of  other  studios  in 
the  school  curriculum ;  for  to  be  able  to  speak  and  writ ^  clear 
and  forcible  English  is  as  essential  to  the  engineer  as  to  the 
lawyer.  Furthermore,  the  age  demands  men  of  broad  and  liberal 
thought  and  training,  capable  of  harmonizing  the  conflicting,  ter  • 
dencies  of  our  modern  industrial  specialism,  and  your  duty  iri  this 
direction  is  second  only  to  your  duty  to  those  you  love.  So  v 
say  that  while  fitting  yourself  to  fill  successfully  your  proper 
niche  in  the  social  structure,  do  not  neglect  your  duty  to  your 
fellow-men,  I  would  not  give  this  advice  did  I  not  feci 
that  you  possess  the  qualities  which  render  you  capable 
performing  your  duty  in  both  these  directions. 

With  love  to  all,  I  can, 

Your  loving  brother, 

Ed  son. 


cer  tain 
of  fully 


V 


Atkinson,  Oct.  14.  1900 


Poar  Brother  Howell; 

X  think  I  shall  vote  for  Bryan  this  fall, 
possible  in  a  short  letter  to  state  my  reasons, 
ever  I  will  spy  that  the  principles  at  present 
mocrucy  represent  more  of  justice  and  right  than 
vocutcd  by  the  Rcp£s.  People  will  tell 


•3? 

JL 


It 'would  be  in- 
To  generalize  how- j 
advocated  by  the  Do- i 
the  pr in  ci pi e s  ad - ' 

-;r-  -  —  y°u  that  you  must  not  arousal 

class  animosities  ana  yet  the  history  of  the  world  is  largely  a 

nG  strupgies  of  the  masses  of  the  people  against  op- 

ThP  m1??  X*«0Yll  fUn  ?r  all0ther  exercised  by  the  privileged  classes., 
inc  nmttu  &£  these  classes  is  commer cialism.  Everything  is  reduced 

the  commer  cia  3.  basis.  The  Phil-lipines  are  retained  for  commer  ~ 
cxOl  reasons.  •  nobody  can  deny  but  that  they  cost  our  Government 
ma,,h  mere  than  the  Giver  gets  in  return,  but  the  peopl~5?~thirTL  s. 

+  increased  taxes  and  the  great  trusts  and  syndicates  reap* 

most  of  the  gam  through  trade. 

nilh1  trust  question  is  another  vital  question  in  which  the  re- 
p  blican  party  s  poliey  is  dictated  by  the  privilege  classes  and 

^nterests  of  the  people.  The  income  tax  and  the  Gov't 
ownership  of  natural  monopolies  favored  by  th  e  Democracy  are  two 

at  uhe  strongest  points  in  which  they  work  for  the'  interests  of  the 
people, 

I  wish  I  had. time  to  write  more  but  I  must  close, 
i  enclose;  a  dollar  as  a  little  remembrance  of  your  birthday 

ana  because  you  did  so  well  out  here  this  summer,  I  am  glad  you  have 

this  winter.  It  will  be  rather  tough  on  some  cold 
means  quite  a  bit  to  you  and  will  be  a  good  thing 


something  to  do 
mornings  yet  it 
for  you  I  thin!?: 


Remember  me  with  love  to  all, 
Your  loving  brother, 
Ed son , 


i 

-i 


A  tic  in  a  on,  Ill,  u0v»  6,  1900. 


ffb 

L 


Dear  Brother 


Howell; 


j.t  is  Tuesday,  Election  Day,  and  I 


11V%.,  ,  -  '  -  — wr  ,  *-.**«.  x  must  squeeze  out  a  little 

nrotl?A itekh^e,,Dildnl *  write  Suriaa y-3na  tomorrow  mother  will 


Jl?++bly„vfat°h  Tk  lottor  man  go  by  and  think  how  I  night  hovo 
•”““®  Jusj  a  llne  anyw.oy" .  But  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  it 

211'ice  I  have  written  a  decent  letter  and  hive  been 
ii^rng  just  lines ^  that  I  feel  guilty  whenever  I  send  one  of  the 
;/ h  ?v?  Hall  an  hour  till  supper  time,  will  take  time 
.  cl0 .  ~°  "kHis.  It  has  been  12  o7  clock  several  nights  since 

tliejtirst  of  the  month  when  I  have  turned. in  and  I  expect  it  to 
be  lor  several  more  this  week,.  After  this  week  I  hope  to  have 
.Less  to  o.o.  The  work  on  miles  39,40  and  41  will  be  all  that  I  will 
tnen  have  to  look  after  that  on  42,43  and  44  having  stopped.  The 
culverts  work  will  also  be  about  finished, 

Uncle  Harley  thinks  that  I  argue  up  in  the  air  .and  do  not 
get  down  to  facts.  In  my  letter  to  you  I  did  not  attempt  to  argue 
tno  questions  much  but  simply  gave  a  few  of  my  reasons  for  sun- 
Hryan  and  necessarily  could  not  be  very  specific  as  to 
.  facts  *  I  suppose  by  ’’facts"  he  means  business  prosperity.  This 
is  a  strong  argument  with  some  and  will  doubtless'  wln"in~the  elec¬ 
tion,  even  though  our  prosperity  has  come  through  conditions  al¬ 
most  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  any  administration,  fciz;  wars 
anu  crop  failures  abroad  and  large  crops  at  home.  It  is  true  that 
the  colonial  policy  of  McKinley  means-  a  measure  of  national  en- 

^  Hoes  not  follow  that  his  colonial  policy  is  a  good 
thing*  for  the  majority  of  our  people  even  from  on  economic  stand 
point,  ^  It  is  not  the  enormous  production  or  even  the  increased  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  wealth  which  measures  the  welfare  of  a  peoule  but 
ra ther  the .  consumption  and  proper  distribut ion  of  it/  So  the  fact 
unat  it  brings  wealth  into  the  country,  is  not  on  argument  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  McKinleys  colonial  policy  even  from  an  economic  standpoint, 
I-l,_ss  X  j.  ear  it  does,  it  means  an  increase  in  the  centralized 

m  this  country,  in  the  power  of  trusts  and  monopolies,  and 
standing  army  and  navy,  then  I  think  from  the  economic 


wealth 
in  the 


standpoint,  the  argument  is  against  such  a  policy*.  The  historv  of 
the  world  is  one  long  lesson  of  warning  against  the  holding  of  sub¬ 
ject  colonies.  The  attempt  to  justify  our  Phillipine  policy  from 
the  moral  or  altruistie  ground  would  seem  ridiculous  if  it  were 
not  done  so  seriously  and  urged  with  such  persistence.  Those  who 
argue  along  this  line  are  compelled  to  use  the  old  threadbare  ar- 

Therc  is  a  measure  of 
to  conceal  from  some  the 


and 

hers 


when 

elf. 


we 

I 


trifle  with  Justice  in  this  way 
haven1  t  time  to  follow  out 

I  could,  for  as  to 
or  without  our  do- 


guments  of  the  slaveholders  of  the  South, 
truth  in  them  to  be  sure,  but  only  enough 
selfish  motives  beneath 
She  Will  surely  revenge 

this  argument  , '  and  it  would  be  profitless  if 
whether  the  Phillipino  will  be  better  off  with 

mination  is  a  question  which  can  only  be  determined  by  experience. 
Perhaps  he  will  be  better  in -many  respects  just  as  the  slave  was 
better  situated  in  many  ways  than  the  liberated  negro.  But,  as 
regards  the  whole  controversy,  the  pivotal  quest  ion  wi  th  us  ’  should 
be,  as  to  our  underlying  motive.  Many  really  believe  in  the  al¬ 
truistic  phase  of  it.  Each  must  form  his  own  opinion  in  the  matter. 
For  ray  part  looking  at  the  interests  rallying  to  support  the  co¬ 
lonial  policy  and  at  the  influences  apparently  dominating  the  pre¬ 
sent  administration.  I  think  we  are  in  the  Phillipines  for  sel- 


. 


w 


A  tk  in  sen,  J  an .  9  ,  1 9  0 1 


I 


Bear  Brother  Howell: 

Mothers  letter  with  your  postcript  come  this  morning  *  an."  >s 
have  some  time  to  spare  will  write  a  little  and  tell  you  what  I 
know  about  the .  Twentieth  Century  question* 

If  the  Twentieth  Century  began  Jan,.  1,  1901  then  subtracting 
19  centurys  or  1910  years  brings  us  to  Jonu  1  year  1  as  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Christian  era;  but  if  the  20th  Century  £egan  on  Jan. 


1  year  0  as  re- 


Christian  era*  The  question  thus 
er  we  should  represent  the  Christian 


1,19.00,  then  by  subtracting  1900  yrs*  we  get  J^n. 
presenting  the  beginning  of  the 
hinges  on  the  point  as  to  wheth 

era  as  beginning  at  Jan.l,  yearl  of  our  present  calendar  system  or 
whether  it  should  begin  a  year  earlier  viz*  Jan,  1  year  0  of  pur 
calendar  system* 

Aside  from  the  manifest  absurdity  of  having  a  year  numbered 
0,  the  question  is  solely  one  of  fact  -  whether  time  A.Bfis  rpco- 
kened  from  Jan,  1  year  1,  or  Jan  1  year  0«  As  a  matter "~o f  fact 
time  A.D„  is  recokened  from  Jan,  1  Year  1.  Hence  historians  and 

astronomers  in  computing  th e . interval’  be tw e en  an  event  B.C.  and  on 

event  A.B.  add  the  years  £,C.  to  the  years  A.B.  and  subtract  1  in¬ 
stead  of  merely  adding  as  would  be  the  case  if  time  A, I),  began  J 
1  year  0,  .For  illustration  an  event  occurs  July  1,  600  B.C.  and 
another  event  occurs  July  1,  400  A. B«  The  intervening  time  is  600 
4*  400  -  1  or  999  years,  showing  that  the  time  A.B.  began  Jan.  1 
year  1.  This  is  simply  the  fact  in  the  case  as  held  by  the  sciences 
of  history  ana  astronomy.  Whatever  might  be  or  ought  to  be  is 
another  qu es t i  on ^ 

I  think  I  can  give  a  graphical  illustration  showing  how 
confusion  on  this  question  arises  as  follows; 
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The  upper  line  represents  time  the  lew; er  line  distance,  a  year  cor¬ 
responding  to  a  mile,  and  if  a  bicycle  rider  rode  100  miles  in  100 
years  it  Is  plain  to  be  seen  that  he  would  pass  over  19  00  miles  anJ 

1900  years  together  going  into  the  20  "century'’  of  both  time  and 
distance  at  the  same  instant.  But  when  he  passes  mile  post  %  he 
passes  year  post  2  and  so  on  passing  mile  post  1900  and  year  post 

1901  at  the  same  time.  This  is  where  the  confusion  arises.  The 
"century"  posts  so  to  speak  come  at  the  end  of  both  the  centurys 
in  both  time  and  distance  thus  adding  to  the  confusion. 

Well  it  is  five  minutes  of  train  time  and  I  will  mail  this 

so  good-bye  love  to  all.  Haven1 t  heard  from  leave  yet, 

Your  loving  Brother, 

Ed* 


A  tic  ii  i  so  n  r  1 1 1 ,  10/3.0 /0 V 


toy  dear  Brother  gowoll; 

If  I  Ion*  t  start  a  letter  to  you  I  will  never  ret  anything 
written  -  so  will  write  a  little  on y way .  deceived  a  bundle  of 
papers  yesterday  with  the  latest  traction  developments  and  a  letter 
from  you  this  morning  inviting  me  to  s  pc  ah  before  the  E.  E .  So- 
c iety .  The  latter  I  will  have  to  decline  as  my  knowledge  uf  up- 
to-date  electrical  developments  is  about  as  far  behind  as  Frank¬ 
lins  kite  string  was  behind  my  high  school  electricity  *  Have 
gotten  the  practical  side  of  the  wiring  for  a  gasoline  engine 

doubt  very  much  if  I  could  explain  the 
coil  is  something  I  don 1 1  understand.  How- 

the  invitation  aid  am  glad  to  see  that  you 
so  important  an  office  in  the  club  -  one 
that  is  not  purely  honorary  but  tint  requires  initiative  and 
executive  work.  I  am  quite  interested  in  the  traction  trouble. 

Am  glad  you  won  out  on  the  east  side  park  anyway,  and  a  temporary 
victory  on  the  ordinance-franchise.  You  fellows  seem  to  be  waking 
the  people  up  anyway.  Education  anl  agitation  are  the  only  things 
that  will  accomplish  anything  along  those  lines.  Even  then  pro¬ 
gress  seems  exasp  era  ting  ly  slow  at  times.  The  composite  nature  of 

i  one  of  the  most 
energies.  It  is  at  the 
which  all  should  contri- 


I 

-K— 


down  pretty  well  but 
cu i  jl  cn  ts.  d iio  o pai k 

ever  I  thank  you  for 
have  been  honored  by 


the  problem  renders  social  and  industrial  progre 
difficult  tasks  to  which  one  can  set  his 
same  time  one  of  the  highest,  and  one  to 
bute  in  such  measure  as  they  con.  There 
which  suggests  itself  to  me  after  reaching  the  newspaper  account 
of  your  mass  meeting*  It  is  probably  unnecessary  to  mention  it 
but  can  do  no  harm.  It  is  this  -  never  trifle*  exaggerate  ur  gar¬ 
ble  the  facts  in  a  controversy  or  make  an  assertion  incapable  of 
support.  This  seems  trite  advice  but  in  the  heat  of  a  controversy 
may  be  lost  sight  of  temporarily,  long  enough  to  weaken  a  fellows 
case  even  though  he  might  gain  a  temporary  advantage. 

be  have  had  supper  and  I  have  younj  James  tucked  in  bed  aid 
asleep.  Two  "toys” 


is  one  word  of  caution, 


.id  the  trick.  His  cannon  is  rolling  around 


the  floor  by  me.  I  have  not  yet 
fore  the  next  Fourth  you  bet. 

Love  to  all, 

Y  our 


got  it  mounted  but  will  have  be- 


brother , 
Ed son. 


GEM 


^  ^-^CTRIC  COMPANY 

Merchandise  division  ANY 


main  office— -bri 


dgeport.  conn. 


Bridgeport,  November  27 f  1925. 


s »  G .  H  „  J  enki  n  q 
5465  Black stone  Ave., 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


biy  dear  Cou 


sin 


the  "History fRthe "^Reeves nFamily«7  Paroel  P°s% 

811  the  iSr^1^e4°8t^frS??ally 

“Oot  01  them  are  correct. 

I  world  be  gl ad°to ^ receive  thfin?o?mItion‘.  ^ omissions 

to  have  th9IsheltstpuIiched8fobif°rvHn0t  havinS  had  time 
jou  will  be  able  to*  get  it  donef  ‘'xna9rs  but  perhaps 

my  brother s^let ter s  buTthoIe  0h8vedncluded  copies  of 
historical  value  if  the  Dor^onM  i8!.0”  r‘Qve  some 
merged.  The  letters  of  L'd'or  nbnt  ng  Can  bs  sub- 
and  may,  I  hope,  leave  their  inflnBc  Sr8at  deal  to  me 
f Ustire  generations.  They  •  ?n  members  of 

and  character  that  mnct  1 1 ,w  1  ••clc-taLive  of  a  tvne 
an f  yet  the  summation1  of  «/ho°^  ?nn  lts  part  uno btrusi vely 

read  and  seen  7th  at^hia^t  v  Celdef»  froai  what  I  have 
the  Reeves  family." ~ — -^-g^been  and  is  prevalent 


j 

I 


i 

3 

: 

S 


A1  Thomas 

1611  1685 

M. 

Maryr  Furrier 


B1  Thomas 
1646  - 
IK 

Agnes  Rider 

B2  James 

1651  -  1693 


r>^  Y!'  Ill  ^T> 

B4  Is  sac 

B5  Jonathan 

B6  Joseph 

1656  -  1756 

B7  Mary 

B8  Hannah 

B9  John 

1668  ~  1753 
M.1696 

Rachel  -  1756 


Cl  Lt .  Thomas 

1671  -  1738 

If 

i»x  • 

Bertha  Harlan 
Mary  7/ells 

C2  Hon.  James 

1672  -  1732 

C3  Daniel 
C4  Isaac 

C5  Deacon  Thomas 
1684  -  1751 

C6  a  daughter 

C7  Hannah 

CS  Deborrah 

C9  Ensign  Benjamin 


CIO  Hezekiah 

-  1770 

Cll  David 

C12  John 

1697  -  1779 
M 

Sarah 

-  1776 


DI  Rev.  Abner 
1707  -  1798 
U 

Mazy  Topping 

D2  Deacon  James 
1709  -  1781 
M 

Mary  Hudson 

D3  Daniel 

D4  Hannah 

D5  Deborah 

D6  Mary. 

D7  Sarah 

D8  Deacon  Thomas 
1726  -  1790 

D9  Joshua 

DIO  Furrier 

-  1782 

Qi/  ■  > 

Dl  1  Mary' :  Hop]-:  ins-'' 
1738/  -  1818^  O 
■  M 

Mary  Hopkins 
1738  -  1818 


El 

Judge 

To join 

*o 

E2 

Cupt » 

Paul 

1 

1734  . 

-  1825 

35 

n  r,  -r  +■ 

v/C«v  \j  t% 

James 

1 

1751 

-  1  /  O  / 

34 

Major 

Isaac 

1 

1735 

-  1814 

35 

Lenit 

Selah 

1 

1741 

-  1796 

E6 

Ebene 

rr  n  v» 
zi  v  J. 

37  Mary 
E8  Daniel 
39  Thoms 


E10 

Joshua 

311 

He z eh i ah 

312 

Furrier  Jr 

315 

Mary 

314 

Mahitable 

315 

Jerusha 

E16 

Isaac 

E17 

Elizabeth 

318 

Selah 

319 

Stephen 
1757  - 

320 

Elisabeth 
1758  - 

321 

James  1 

1760  -  1858 
M 

Habitable  Reeves 

322  Elias 

1762  -  1845 
M  1795 

Eunice  Howell 
1767  -  1352 


325  Charity 

1766  - 

324  Sarah 

1767  - 

E25  Paul 

1770  -  1850 

r  t 

Sarah  Ware 
1779  -  1870 

E26  Ruth 
1775  - 

FI  Josiah 
?2  Paul 
F5  Moses 
F4  Bethia 
F5  Mary 

F6  Ensign  James  1 

F7  Rev.  Uathanial 

38  Jeremiah 
1757  -  1775 

F9  John 

F10  Samuel 

1777  -  1847 

311  Timothy 

FI 2  Ann 

FI 5  Harmony 

?  14  Isaac 

FI  5  Hannah 

FI 6  Phebe 

FI 7  Mary 

FI 8  Charlotte 


4. 
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j! 

i 


F19 

Jeffery 

F35  Howell 

* 

•  id 

1797  -  1885 

. Fanny  Howell 

M 

Phoebe  Jones  Hoy. 

F20 

Eunice 

1303  -  1878 

F21 

Benjamin 

F36  Austin 

1798  -  1862 

F22 

Solan 

M  1828 

Anna  Wood 

F25 

Joseph 

-  1876 

F24 

Keturah 

F37  Oily 

1801  - 

F25 

Mary 

t/ 

LI 

Uriah  Lie  Clave 

F28 

Ruth 

F38  Fanny 

F27 

Phoebe 

1790  - 

1303  - 

M 

P39  Stephen 

Hov/ell 

1797  -  1367 

tK 

iii 

F28 

Mary 

Harriot  Alexand* 

1793  - 

1802  -  1827 

M 

-  Hepcy  ffiee - 

-  Ferry 

1802  -  1670 

F29 

Stephen 

F40  James  Hervey 

1795  - 

M 

M 

Mary  White 


F30  Nancy 
1795  - 

M  1819 

Hiram  Foster 

1794  - 

F31  Symon 
1802  - 
M 

Aurrilla  Franklin 

F32  Amanda 
1808  - 
M 

Dr.  Clark 

F33  James 
1811  - 

M 

Caroline  Sanford 

F34  Hannah 

1795  - 
LI 


Cordelia  A.  Adams 
F41  Belinda 

M 

Samuel  Patrick 


F42  Samantha 

-  1871 

TIT 

Andrew  Coe 

-  1672 

F43  Ann 

T 

JLVi 

TT*  -7  yC-  Py'O  f*  4- 

F44  Ruth 

M 

Dr.  Jose- oh  Bennett 


•  ' 


G1 

G29  Mary  * 

1824  -  1628 

G2 

G3 

G30  Stephen  2 

1825  -  1910 

G4 

M  1868 

Dolly  Williams  (Andrew)* 

G5 

G31  Hila 

1827  -  1855 

G6 

G32  David 

G? 

1829  -  1865 

G3 

G33  Eunice 

G9 

C-34  Jool 

1832  - 

G10 

G35  Amos 

Gil 

^  1834  ~  1923 

G12 

G36  Fanny 

1836  - 

G13 

i.l 

Valoris  Rice 

G14 

G15 

G37  Wei thy 

1838  - 

GIG  Kelson 

G38  Joseph  Cunningham  2 

184o"  -  1894 

G17 

M  1369 

Frances  R.  Brewer 

G1S 

1843  -  1922 

G19 

G39  Harlan  2 

1342  -  1922 

G20 

G40  Charles 

G21 

1645  - 

G22  Sarah  Clark 

G41  Gilbert  H.R. 

1829  - 

G23  James  0.  Clark 
ll 

Anna  1-1.  Reeves 

M 

Hanna  Vosburg 

(G43) 

G42  Sarah  J.R. 

G24  Conway  Clark 

1853  -  1385 

G25  Carrie  Clark 

Peter  Vosburg 

G26  Hiram  Clark 

G43  Anna  II. R. 

1835  - 

G27  Fanny  Clark 

I.I 

James  0.  Clark (G23) 

G28  Hanna  Terry 

M 

Cyenns  Jogger 

G44  ■  Jams  s  Emo  r s  on  R .  2 

//  1839  -  1863 

G45 

llaria 

Lie  Clave 

G62 

Lucy 

So 

phi  a  R-. 

1838 

— 

1912 

G46 

LIo  r  di  c  a  Lie  C  la  v  o 

d 

1366 

J.E. 

A1 

ger  2 

G47 

Emily 

Lie  Clave 

G63 

Sara; 

a  B 

I.R. 

G48 

Andros 

v  J.  Me Clave 

1840 

■- 

1354 

G49 

Anal i  i 

2  a  Lie  Clave 

G64 

Mary 

LIo 

>r  iah  R-. 

1842 

— 

G50 

Liar  tin  Lie  Clave 

M 

Walt' 

or 

H.  Dougl. 

G51 

Jenny 

Lie  Clave 

G65 

Jose; 

ph 

Andrew 

G52 

Edwin 

Lie  Clave 

G66 

Simeon 

Peter 

G53 

William  Lie  Clave 

G67 

Mary 

El 

.izoheth 

G54 

Nolly 

o 

o 

1 — 1 

S5 

o 

M 

Dani 

ol 

Hathaway 

G55 

Edwin 

Francis  R. 

1822  • 

-  1899 

G63 

Martha 

J. 

7 

.1  1343 

Li 

Catherine  Johnson  Alanson  W.  Pratt 

1856  ~  1854 

Sarah  A.  Hodges  G69  James  pupha 


G56  Dr.  Syrian  Andrew  R. 
1824  -  1898 
M 

Appilona  Hooker 
-  1SS8 

G57  William  Paul  R.  2 
1829  -  1833 
M 

Sarah  Fowler 
Emma  Colli son 
Sarah  Prapor  Rice 
Kit tie  Lamb 

G53  Hiram  A.  R  2 
1835  -  1352 

G59  Capt .  John  Newton  R  2 
1634  -  1398 
LI  1666 


G70  Ramond  ?. 

G71  James  t-upha 
1844  -  1915 
M  1867 

Alice  R.  Wale her" 

G72  George  Tomoson 
-\1880 

G73  James  Sdv/ard  Coo  2 
-  1862 

G74  Charles  Frances  Coe 
1838  - 
LI 

Ella  King 

G75  William  R.  Coe 
-  1900 


Erne line  E.  Childs 

M 

Mary  Brown 

G60 

Charles  P.  R.  2 

1835  - 

G76 

Mary  Aurelia  Coo 

-  1901 

G61 

Ruth  Ann  R. 

n  * 
ill 

1837  - 

M 

Henry  Clay  Wild 

i/i 

J.W.  Algor 

G77 

Goorgo  Alhert  Coe 

1849  - 


T,  * 
1.1 


Bo lie  Ralston 


HI  Harriot  Clark 

M 

iu 

R.  Newell  Hooves  (H59) 
1363 

H19  Lt.  Harloy  Edson  R.«r: 
1874  - 

U  1901 

Helen  Nov/e rs 

H2  Ran  Jagger 

H20  Walter  Emerson  R. 
1675  -  1S7 6 

K3  Alice  dagger 

?  ir 

1.1 

Adalbert  3oal 

K21  #F ranees  (Stoadman) 
1884  - 

H4  Estelle  Jaggor 

H22  Howell  Hiram  R. 

1885  ~ 

Salem  Plimpton 

1.1  1915 

Jessie  Smith 

H5  Florence  Jagger 

H23  Della  R 

H6  Claude  Jagger 

M 

M 

Charles  Allen 

Alice  Andrew 

H24  Sterling  R 

H7  Austin  Jagger 

11 

llary  - 

H8  Rora  Jagger 

H25  Emma  R. 

William  Cronise 

H26  Aron 

H9  Estella  Jagger 

H27  Anna 

H10  Flora  Jagger 

M 

Arthur  Simpson 

Hll  liable  Jaggor 

H2S  Stella  Vosberg 

HI 2  Albert  H. 

H29  Anna  Vosborg 

HI 3  George  S. 

K30  Arthur  Vcsburg 

•Vira  Alien 

H31  (See  HI) 

H14  Judson  Bice 

H32  Francis  Syman  R. 

H15  Zellah  Rice 

1850  -  1899 

I.! 

HI 6  Lucy  Rico 

M 
a. I 

Rr.  KErry 

Kate  Kizer 
-  1922 

H33  Ida  Paulina 

HI 7  Auren  Charles  R. 
1670  -  1379 

1652  -  1919 

■«  » 

U 

Rr.  Edv/ard  N .  Da$3 

HIS  Capt.  Joseph  Eason 
1872  - 

1.1  1396 

Eleanor  Watkins 

R.34 

H34  Jay  Edv/in  R. 

1854  - 

*  f 

k  k 

Nellie  Curtis 

■ 


H34?t  Jennie  Catherine  R. 

1854  - 
M 

Cyril  A «  Hurts s oil 
-  1923 

H43  Grace  Algor 

M 

prank  Johnson 

H49  Tracy  Alger 

H35  Dr,  William  C.R. 

1657  - 

H50  Dwight-  Alger 

H 

Ella  - 

H51  Hi  Hie  Douglass 

M 

H36  Charles  S.R# 

I860  -  1922 

William  Douglass 

H52  Earl  Douglass 

M 

K37  Hi da  (adopted) 

Birdie  Goff 

H38  Julia 

H53  Dr.  J.J.  Hathaway 

lu 

Rev .  Philip  Bull 

M 

Belle  Soverhill 

H39  Judson  R. 

Ivi 

Carrie  Nichols 

M 

Zella  Peterson 

H54  Hoy  Hathaway 

M 

Carrie  Trazer 

H55  Arthur  Pratt 

LI 

H40  Winnie 

T.  .r 

X*- 

Charles  Alger 

Lucy  St ebb ins 

H56  C la ranee  Pratt 

M 

H41  liar  ion 

it 

Irl 

Alexander  Black 

ixl 

Carrie  Redman 

H57  Lillian  2,1.  Pratt 

H42  Lyra  W. 

1870  - 

IJ 

George  Kinzel 

H58  Hildred  Pratt 

H43  J.  Armine 

1073  - 

M  1907 

Siith  Lillian  House 

H59  R.  He  we  11 

1863  - 
M 

Harriet  Clark  (HI) 

H44  Alberta 

1833  - 

H60  Ida  A. 

1670  ~ 

K45  Anna  3.  Alger 

1866  - 

11  1885 

Charles  Thomas 

M  1895 
George  Stearns 

H6l  Glen  3. 

1872  - 

H46  Charles  R.  Alger 

1867 

w 

1V1 

11  1894 

Plorsr.ce  Smith 

W  i  nn  i  e  Re  e v  e  s  ( H4  0 ) 

H62  Cordelia  LI. 

1874  - 

H47  Ethel  Tracy  Alger 
1870  - 
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~rmm.  mm-t 

1-32 

Walter  Newell  R. 

1906  - 

155 

133  • 

-  a  daughter 

156 

134  - 

-  Clinton  Curtis  R. 

157 

1892  -  1917 

135  - 

-  Raymond  R. 

158 

136  - 

-  Harold  R. 

159 

137  - 

-  Judson  Black 

160 

138  - 

•  Edward  Black 

161 

139  - 

■  Reeves  Black 

140  - 

■  Louise  Black 

162 

141  - 

Elena  R. 

1908  - 

163 

> 

142  - 

Claude  W.  Thomas 

1836  -  1919 

M. 

Edna  Stone 

164 

143  - 

Winnifred  Thomas 

1892  - 

165 

M.  1918 

Mart  in  Nida 

166 

144- 

Faye  V.  Thomas 

1897  - 

M.  1920 

Charles  Hutzell 

167 

145  - 

Ruth  Alger 

168 

146  - 

Charles  Alger  Jr. 

169 

147  - 

Mildred  E.  Douglass 

148  - 

Walter  S.  Douglass 

170 

149  - 

Erie  M.  Douglass 

171 

150  - 

Helen  M.  Douglass 

151  - 

Daniel  Ha t haway 

172 

152  - 

Liable  Hathaway 

173 

153  - 

Mary  E.  Hathaway 

174  - 

154  -  Homy  Hathaway 


175  - 


r. 


-  Lillian  Pratt 

-  Arm  i  Ida  I/I.  Pratt 

-  Martha  ?.  Pratt 
~  Harvey  A.  Pratt 
-'Donald  Kinzel 

-  Katherine  R. 

-  1902  “ 

Walter  R. 

1906  - 

Leon  R.  Sterns 
1896  ~ 

Ester  Louis  R. 

1895  - 

M. 

A.R.  Eckberg 

Victor  D.  R. 

1890  “ 

Floyd  Dupha  R. 

1904  -  1904 

Leslie  Dupha  Catlin 
1902  - 

Charles  Kenneth  Catlin 
1904 

Robert  Reeves  Catlin 
1914 

Davis  Reeves  McClelland 
1901 

Rhea  LIcClelland 
1904 

Louis  McClelland 
1919 

Dorethy  R. 

Naomi  Holcombe 
Jane  Holcombe 
Elsie  R. 
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176  -  Flo  ran  3  3  H 

177  -  Carl  R 

I 73  -  Raymond  R. 

179  -  John  R. 

ISO  -  Eldon  R. 

181  -  Charlotte  R. 

162  -  Charles  Do.pha  R. 

183  -  Rachel  R. 

184  -  Max son  R. 


JI  -  Vernon  Young 

J2  -  George  Young 

J3  -  Paul  Edwards 

J4  -  George  Edwards 

J5  -  Marion  Edwards 

J 6  -  Estelle  Edwards 

J7  -  Horace  Plimpton 

J8  -  John  Plimpton 

J9  -  Dell  Thomas 

J10  -  Claude  Thomas  J. 

Jll  -  Dwight  Rida 
1919 

J12  -  Barbara  Reeves  Eekberg 
1921  - 

J13  -  Douglass  Reeves  Bcfcberg 
1923 
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or  ’65  After  Sixty  Years 

London,  Ont.,  Feb.  S4.~  Released  1 
i.  «?n  poverty's  prison.”  where  he  ( 
spent  twenty  years,  William  Reeves 
tor, ay  hol.J«  a«  •>  r <••%>,•  j j*t!  for  a  Ca  •  i 
n  a’i  s  part  in  the  American  civil  war  j 

fort  if  ^  ,  **’000  premise  of/ 

further  suostan'MrU  installments,  and 
^eertmeate  entitling:  him  to  payment 
'  3  month  as  a  pension  for  life 
.«pF^y.ef?’  Tw^®  served  under  Gen.' 

Battling-  Joe  Hooker,  was  with  Gen.'1 
Sherman  of  ”  War  is  hell”  fame,  and 

JIT  I'?'"  °en '  U-  S*  Grant  When. 
lho  ,nlter  surrounded  the  confeder¬ 
ate  remnant  at  Richmond,  Va.  He' 
v.-as  in  the  immediate  theater  of  action 
’'“cn  Gcn-  Lee  ourxendered  the  lorn 
cause  of  the  southern  states  at  Anno 

Zar°^  C°Urth0Use’  and  again  when 
a.  Camp  Butler,  Illinois,  waiting  to  b  < 
mustered  out,  he  was  chosen  from  ti  ; 

brigade  to  be  a  member  of  the 
guard  of  honor  at  the  funeral  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln. 

Loday^dr.  Reeves,  who  has  passed 

}!}*,* fhr.^V  urd  steed  in  the 

lltl:  buUdmg  that  nas  bsan  his  home 
afu  £hoe  ICPf’ir  shop,  at  Bathurst 
street,  bewildered  by  tire  belated 
c  'its*  of  his  fcartrmes, 

;  *  Hsu 


buried  in  Delaware  County.  The  tehlc* 
c^L  bronze  will  be  mounted  on  a  bouldyf  ana 
placed  in  the  Court  House  yard.  Thtyboulder 
is  the-jgift  of  Airs.  W  ill  Alarsb,  J[  charter 
member^  $ 

During  The  year  the  graves  o^t  two  Rcai 
Daughter s  b«i\  e  been  located,  d  fiese  have  the 
family  markers,  one  of  them^fdd  and  muss 
covered.  Among  the  pioneer  w'bmen  whose  re¬ 
mains  are  buried,  in  Delaware^ County  arc  the 
wives  of  eight  Revolutionary  soldiers.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  securing  Government  stones  that  mark 
two  Revolutionary  s'iidier/  graves,  the  Chap¬ 
ter  has  placed  three  other  markers  that  desig¬ 
nate  historic  spots.  A  tine  shaft  of  Bedford 
stone  marks  the  site  of'-Old  Town  Hill,  the 
original  site  of  \\  ah-pi-kyi-mi-kunk,  the  an¬ 
cient  stronghold  of  the  Delaware  Indians. 
Here  Fecumseh  and  his  brotfiir,  ’the  prophet  ' 
hunted. 


A  boulder  inlaid  wit h  a  taTflet  of  bronze 
stands  on  Aliinutrista  boulevard.'^ This  marks 
the  last  settlement  of  the  MuuseAv. Indians  in 
this  vicinityy  Here  Joshua,  a  Chilian  In¬ 
dian,  was  burned  at  the  stake,  a  marrV-r  to  his 

faitrh-  jf  \ 

Act  .^mother  tablet  has  been  placed  i i Cen- 
tr-al  jgrf^h  School.  This  is  a  large  and  Aynate 
of  bronze,  inscribed  with  the  famous 
Paragraphs  of  Washington's  farewell  addiTss. 

Rose  Budd  Stewart.  V\ 
Historiaink 

Southampton  Colony  Chapter  (Southamp- 
X.  A.)  has  the  distinction  of  representing  one 
of  the  earh-  American  colonies.  It  was  as 
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GENERAL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY 

MERCHANDISE  DIVISION 


MAIN  OFFICE — BRIDGEPORT.  CONN. 
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G.  R.  Jenkins 


November  27,  1925 
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In  a  very  short  time  I  am  leaving  for 
Japan  as  Merchandise  Representative  of  the 
International  General  Electric  Company,,  Con¬ 
sequent.]  y,  after  December  1,  wil]  you  please  address 
me  care  of  Miss  Frances  Reeves,  3  Swan"  St., 
Schenectady ,  N.  Y»,  and  she  will  see  that  any 
message  is  forwarded  to  me  as  I  do  not  yet  know 
what  my  Japanese  address  wil]  be. 

Please  accept  my  sincere  good  wishes  for 
you  and  yours  and  may  I  hop9  that  sometime  we 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  becoming  bettor  ac¬ 
quainted  as  cousins  should  be. 


Sincerel y, 


/  / 
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